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Executive Director’s Report

by Dave Hastings, Executive 
Director

In last month’s article I had stated that one of my 
goals was to encourage and guide our ABATE orga-
nization into a more pro-active stance and attitude 
in 2016. What does pro-active actually mean? Web-
ster’s Dictionary defines active as: (1) abounding 
in action, or busy (2) being in or capable of action, 
movement or performance, (3) causing or promot-
ing action, change, or movement, (4) agile, lively, or 
quick, and (5) characterized by actual participation 
- an active member!

ABATE of California truly lives up to some of 
these definitions and unfortunately fails miserably in 
some of the others. Agile, lively and quick somehow 
doesn’t seem to fit well into our organizational struc-
ture and is a constant issue with some of our members 
and our motorcycle friends. Our slow but calculated 
pace is often used negatively when we are brought 
into a conversation regarding our accomplishments, 
but no one can deny that ABATE is one of the most 
successful motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s) 
in California and also the United States.

ABATE of California is a member driven organi-
zation and that is what makes the wheels of progress 
turn so slowly. We are not run from the top down by 
a CEO like most corporations and our members real-
ly do have a strong voice in our day to day operation. 
Yes, our Officers can make routine, mundane, every-
day decisions regarding our operation, but for impor-
tant and critical decisions we must, as dictated by 
our Policy and Procedure Manual and our ABATE 

By Laws, seek membership approval before we can 
act. Thus ABATE of California will never function 
as quickly as some would desire, but we do function 
and produce positive results for our members and the 
general motorcycling community.

We have a long and documented history in Califor-
nia and our success cannot be denied by anyone. Yes, 
we have failed on several high profile pieces of legisla-
tion, and we will undoubtedly have more failure in the 
future, but if we do not attempt to influence and pro-
tect our rights as motorcycle riders, we will probably 
all lose our right to ride. If you want to win big you 
must also be prepared to lose big. ABATE is taking 
those chances every day and we are playing the game 
that we’re all in.

What are you doing to protect your right to ride? 
Are you willing to sacrifice your time and energy 
for something you love? Is your motorcycle just an 
expendable, throw-away hobby or a lifestyle? Yes, 
ABATE may move slowly, but we do get things done. 
Our job is to protect ourselves and you from becom-
ing a lost dream in the harsh reality of corporate op-
eration where cost and profit is more important than 
pleasure. Join ABATE before some pencil pusher sim-
ply redlines our motorcycles as obsolete, unsafe, and a 
drain on the profit margins their corporation requires 
to measure success. We need your help to succeed, it’s 
that simple.

So how will ABATE become more pro-active? I feel 
we need to provide our members with current infor-
mation, keep them apprised of current events in the 
legislative process, and be prepared to react quickly 
to a “call to action” concerning events that affect our 
motorcycle lifestyle. We need to examine and evaluate 
events in California in order to be on top of the curve 
so we can act and not simply react to an item.

Your 2016 Board of Directors has already set in 
place some new policies and appointments to imple-
ment and streamline the process we use to guide 
ABATE of California down the road. Changes will 
be coming and we will all do our best to improve your 
organization. Ultimately though, it’s up to you. Are 
you going to stay in the fight or just walk away and 
give in? That’s really what they are counting on, be-
cause they know they can’t take our freedoms, we will 
have to give them away. Don’t give in and don’t give 
up. I’m in it to win it. Are you? Then join ABATE of 
California and me and let’s all play this game to win!

Dave H.

ABATE Board Meeting
more pictures on pages 8-9



What is ABATE?
ABATE is a motorcyclists’ rights organization (not 

a club) dedicated to preserving freedom of choice 
and freedom of the road, with emphasis on educa-
tion and safety. Our members are active in programs 
for public awareness and motorcycle safety, and in 
supporting many types of charity events.

Included with an ABATE membership are a sew-
on patch, membership card, and our monthly news-
letter THE BAILING WIRE. There are no special 
requirements for joining aside from an interest in 
promoting motorcyclists’ rights and safety with pay-
ment of the appropriate fees.

ABATE Info or Message Line
1-760/956-1669
Fax 760/956-6519
http://www.abate.org
E-mail: info@abate.org
2016  State  Officers
Executive Director
Dave Hastings 760/947-4700
Assistant Executive Director
Ed Rogers 559/264-2891

2016 Regional Representatives
Region 2: Craig Griswold 530/263-8071
Region 3: Vacant
Region 6: Ed Rogers 559/264-2891
Region 7: Chuck Pedersen 805/496-0323
Region 8: Sporty Milligan 818/361-8800
Region 9: Mark Loudermilk 951/599-5234
Region 11: Gill Mellen 949/632-9787
Region 12: Dave Connors 760/975-5953
Region 13: Yermo Ed 760/953-7353

Chairman of Board
Glenn Phillips 707/624-6310
Secretary
Kathlean Butcher 805/479-2706
Treasurer
Mark Castillero  760/809-9148
Editor
John (Milky) Loudermilk 602/421-7516
azmilky@q.com
Assistant Editor
Nick Benson Sr. 760/447-4004
Legislative Director
Chuck Pedersen  805/496-0323
Membership
Sporty Milligan 818/361-8800
Safety Officer Norm Newiger 805/368-6693
Merchandise Coordinator
760/956-1669
Communications Officer
Gill Mellen 949/632-9787
MRF Liaison
M.M.A./ABATE Liaison
Ruby Weber -916/481-1549
Insurance Adviser
Rusty Russell – 818/321-2714

2016 Board of Directors
Dan Buse 760.807.7294
Mark “Dogman” Castillero 760.809.9148
Dave Hastings 760.947.4700
Daniel “Boomer” Humber 323.514.6888
Mark “Bosco” Loudermilk 951.599.5234
Adam Lutz 858.254.2164
Gill Mellen 949.632.9787
“Sporty” Milligan 818.361.8800
Glenn Phillips 707.624.6310
Ed Rogers 559.264.2891
“Spike” 714.234.0730
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Lobbyist’s Report

Mission Statement
	 ABATE of California is committed to protect and promote the interests of the 

motorcycle community. ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the individual rights 
and liberties of all riders thru political and legislative action. ABATE promotes mo-
torcycle safety through education, training and public awareness. 

ABATE of California now has their off road division up and running!
Join on Page 13

by James Lombardo, Lobbyist
The Legislature finished off February with the 

introduction of over 2,000 new bills. Add that to 
the 2,300 bills they introduced last year, many of 
which already passed or are now still making their 
way through the system. I have read and reviewed 
all of them, and at the present time, I can’t find 
any bills introduced that would call for manda-
tory smog checks for motorcycles or the banning 
of lane splitting.

However, many of the bills were just written 
as spot bills. Meaning that the bill opens up with 
a law code section that generally covers climate 
change or greenhouse gases, etc. Those bills 
could be amended to compel smog checks. So, 

I have marked many bills to alert me if they are 
later amended to include motorcycles.

Most of these bills will be heard in March, for 
sure before the April 22nd deadline to pass out 
of their policy committee. So, stay tuned for our 
Legislative Alerts!

Assemblyman Quirk’s AB 51, the lane split-
ting bill, will probably be heard sometime in June 
if it is brought up at all. I have had discussions 
with Quirk’s staff and they are fairly vague as to 
whether they will hear the bill this year. They told 
me that they will hold meetings with us, and other 
stakeholders, before they decide to present AB 51 
in the Senate.

I have had many requests to meet with candi-
dates who are looking for ABATE’s endorsement 
for this year’s Primary Election, and I am keep-
ing Chuck Pedersen, our Legislative Director, up-
dated.

Nick Benson and I are working on this election’s 
ABATE Voter Guide so you will be the best in-
formed as to motorcyclist-friendly candidates and 
the most realistic chance of winning their races.

Thanks to all the Locals and individuals who 
support the Lobbyist Fund!



ABATE OF CALIFORNIA, INC.
American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education

10240 7th Ave
Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org

info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published 

monthly with printed issues bimonthly by 
ABATE of California, Inc., with corporate 
mailing address at 10240 7th Ave. Hesperia CA 
92345.  All issues are on our website www.abate.
org. All editorials, membership and advertising 
is to be sent to the corporate mailing address. 
Circulation: 5,500 bimonthly. 

	
Written articles are the opinions of the  

authors and not necessarily the opinion of 
ABATE of California. Editor reserves the 
right to edit any copy.

EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk

Assistant Tina Sanders
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS
Carol Cromwell & Caroline Griffith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nick Benson Sr and John “Rooster” Lowe & Gill 

Mellen
COLUMNISTS

Bill Bish, Sporty Milligan, Jim Lombardo, Dave 
Hastings, Norm E. Newiger & Craig Griswold.

DEADLINES
All run flyers and ad copy will be camera ready. 

Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication for 
ALL material for publication. 
Business Card size	 $15.00/Mo	 $150.00/YR
Business Card with color	 $20.00/Mo	 $200.00/YR
Super-Size Business Card with color $250.00 Yearly only

A Super-Size Business Membership includes Business 
card on our website with a web link to your business.
ALL Yearly rates Includes a Business membership to 
ABATE Of California.

Business Memberships include two persons at the same 
mailing address, and a display plaque for the first year. 
Business cards need to be mailed to the ABATE State 
Office with membership application and appropriate fee.

Other Business Ads or NON-ABATE Event Flyers Rate:
¼ Page (5”w x 7.8” h)	 $150.00/Mo        $1,500.00/Yr.
½ Page (10”w x 7.8”h)	 $175.00/Mo	 $1,750.00/Yr.
Full Page (10” w x 15.5”h)	$350.00/Mo         $3,500.00/Yr.

Color ads are 25% extra. 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  SPECIAL
$125 - One Year Business Member Listing, Couple 
Membership and Display Plaque. Add $75 per year for 
color business card.

ABATE of California Inc. neither endorses 
nor promotes the services of any particular 
Law Firm. We are committed to working with 
all MROs including NCOM, MRF, AMA, 
MMA, BOLT and any other motorcycle rights 
organization that strengthens our lobby on 
legislative issues and on motorcycle safety.

Donations to ABATE Of California 
are not deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes. However, dues and fees 
may qualify as business expenses and 
may be deductible in limited circum-
stances subject to various restrictions 
imposed by the Internal Revenue 
Code.

Color for an ad or flyer is extra and (ad copy, print 
ready) must be submitted showing color. All ads MUST 
be pre-paid for whatever duration you will be running 
the ad. Prices do not include any changes that you may 
want to make to existing ads placed with us.

Ads should be submitted electronically – in a jpg or 
tiff file – email to bailing.wire@abate.org and either 
mail payment to the address below or call with credit 
card number and billing information.

CLASSIFIED Members may advertise in the 
Classified Section at no charge.

PHOTOS
If you have any photos of ABATE 

motorcycle events please send them 
to us. They will be returned if you 
ask. Please include name of event, 
date, sponsor, etc. Must be received 
by the 10th of the month. You can 
email pictures in .jpg file to:	
bailing.wire@abate.org

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT
by Sporty Milligan, 
Membership Chairman

I am always thinking about ways to help improve 
the way we do memberships. I have also asked for 
suggestions from our members on how they think 
we can improve memberships for their Locals.

So to give you an idea on how Local 1’s mem-
bership renewal program works I will give you a 
thumb nail sketch on this process. My Local mem-
bership chairman, Glen Cheslock, sends out the 
renewals on a quarterly basis. So for this year he 
has sent out reminders for January through April. 
That way the renewing members can have time to 
do their renewals before they are due. Glen sends 
out a reminder in an envelope that contains a self-
addressed stamped envelope addressed to me. The 
renewal is then processed by me. As the Local gets 
a percentage of the memberships that go through 
the Local, it pays for you to have your member-
ships done in your Local.

It’s the little things that make your members feel 
important and a part of your Local. When you get 
the renewal, acknowledge to the person renewing 
that you got his or her renewal and that you are 
glad that they are sticking with ABATE of Cali-
fornia and your Local. Remember the thank you 
trinkets.

It’s up to you to keep your members energized 
and doing the work for ABATE, which is prevent-
ing tooth decay aka bad laws against motorcycle 
riders in California.

Look for the membership special raffle tickets 
coming soon.

Regards, your Membership chair, Sporty Mil-
ligan
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LOCAL   NEWS
Local #01 Los Angeles

As usual the meeting comes after the Bailing Wire sub-
missions are due, so I will give you an idea of what will 
occur.

Local 1 is alive and well and preparing for the 29th an-
nual Polar Bear run. The discussion of the run will take the 
majority of the meeting.

There has not been much to discuss politically, except 
to say ABATE Of California wants the Lane Sharing Bill, 
AB-51, authored by Assemblymen Quirk and Lackey to 
get passed in its present form.

Hopefully the meeting will be spirited and we will get 
our ducks in a row for the Polar Bear run preparations. 
And, as usual, the breakfast will be good.

Prez Sporty

Local #03/13 Thousand Oaks & Ven-
tura County

Our participation and commitment are growing! This 
month we welcomed two more members to our Officer 
group. “Tiny” Tim Suffolk has agreed to handle Run Coor-
dination, which includes Chairing our Motorcycle Aware-
ness Run in late April and our Trivia Run in October. And 
John Wagner is heading up the Road Captain and Safety 
Officer roles. He has lots of good ideas about sharing safe 
riding habits with the group. We are thankful and happy 
to have the commitments of these two gentlemen, and are 
confident that those positons are now in good hands!

Big plans for this year include combining a “Leather 
Weather Run” with “Motorcycle Awareness” event in 
mid-April. Watch for more information and flyer in next 
month’s Bailing Wire. We have fresh ideas and enthusi-
asm for making money and having fun in the process. Our 
members are already working on the details. Also, by the 
time this article is out, we will have supported Local 1 by 
participating in their annual Polar Bear Run on February 
28th. We were pleased to send a healthy donation to our 
State organization at the end of last year, and are eager 
and motivated to support our State organization in an even 
bigger way this next year.

It’s all about motorcyclists’ rights across all Clubs, 
Groups and Organizations! Joining ABATE makes a 
statement and sends money to work towards fair and just 
treatment of motorcyclists. Participating in ABATE events 
contributes funds for these as well.

We’re enjoying more participation and commitment 
from our members. Local 3/13 of Thousand Oaks and 
Ventura County continues to reach out to the motorcycle 
community and to other ABATE Locals to work together 
for an even bigger voice. Many of our events and rides 
enjoy the attendance of not only our members, but those of 
other nearby groups. It’s been great to share our enthusi-
asm and to reach out, inviting all motorcyclists to join our 
mission! Local 3/13 is always welcoming new members.

Bike Nights are held the 1st Thursday of each month, 7 
pm, at Azar’s Sports Bar & Grill in Newbury Park; Gener-
al Membership Meetings are on the 3rd Thursdays, 7 pm, 
at the Elks Lodge, 158 N. Conejo School Rd. in Thousand 
Oaks; and Sunday Rides every Sunday, meeting at Azar’s 
for breakfast around 9:00 am and kick-stands up by 10:15. 
Feel free to call our Prez, Chuck Pedersen, at 805-496-
0323 for more information. Come join us and bring your 
friends! Check us out on Facebook at www.Facebook/
ABATE313 to follow our events and issues.

It’s all about motorcyclists’ rights across all clubs, 
groups and organizations! Kathlean B. Public Relations/
Membership

Local #08 Orange County

The year has started off with a bang. There are a lot of 
events planned for the year. The Board of Directors meet-
ing was just held and, if you missed the last Local 8 meet-
ing, Steve shared some great info.

On May 6-8 the 22nd Regional Rally will be held. If 
you haven’t been to the event before, it is fun and you 
should check it out. A group of us from Local 8 will be 
attending.

At our last meeting we talked about some runs people 
are going on like the Local 1 Polar Bear run. We also 
talked about the Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) issues and I 
recommend that all should join the OHV membership - if 
you’re a member of ABATE, just let the state Office 
know you off-road too. Whether you ride on dirt or the 
street we are all in this together.

Local 8 has some new t-shirt designs that we will be 
ordering soon, so come to the meeting and check the de-
signs out, they are cool.

We had our membership drawing and Richard Ambriz 
won, but he wasn’t at the meeting, so it carries over to the 
next drawing.

Ride Safe, Daniel P.

Local #11 North San Diego County

Greetings from Local 11 North San Diego County! Our 
meeting this month fell on Valentine’s Day. Hope you all 
had a great one with the people you love.

Prez Dan Buse led us in the Pledge of Allegiance before 
getting into the upcoming political party events. As a bi-
partisan political organization Dan covers all of the party 
events. It may come as a shock to some that we have diver-
sity in this organization. We are all in this together for the 
same reasons. If not, then we are pissing against the wind.

We discussed issues from the Board of Directors meet-
ing on how Locals monies should be spent - Lobbyist, 
General and PAC funds. We discussed the State run and 
where the next location should/might be. Discussion was 
held about our raffle fundraiser; should start selling tick-
ets soon and announcing winner at our August meeting?? 
More info to come.

VP Dick Beckton gave us the rundown on the upcom-
ing events. Per Dick the COC meeting will take place next 
month. Treasurer, Tim Clark, gave us the state of the fi-
nances as well as more information on how our money is 
being dispersed. Secretary/Scribe (me) had little to write 
about last month due to a very small turnout and a short 
meeting. Regional Rep Dave Connors talked about insur-
ance policies and law as it affects businesses etc.

Eddy Aranda from Local 38 shared the results of their 
Turkey Run this past November. They have been doing 
this for several decades and for the first time in a while 
they hit their goal. He thanked those who stepped up and 
the many motorcycle groups involved. Walmart stepped 
up and donated 15 more turkeys. He also thanked Local 11 
for our donation. NO charity was denied a turkey dinner 
last Thanksgiving. Eddy is to be congratulated. Local 38 
worked their butts off.

Our opportunity drawing was won by Cheryl Clark 
who kicked 20 bucks back to the Local. Thanks Cheryl!

See ya next month. Gary.

Local #20 Orange County
Local 20 conducted their meeting on Tuesday, February 

9th, at the American Legion in Cypress. 37 individuals 
were in attendance.

A demonstration of the Silent Pocket product was pro-
vided (Our new Business Member). Various topics were 
discussed such as the lane sharing bill (being revised), 
the anti-profiling bill (dead at this point), and update on 

the National Council of Clubs activities including the 
formation of a motorcycle profiling “expert witness”. In-
formation was also shared about the recent incident at the 
Colorado Motorcycle Expo and an update on the WACO 
incident. Our hearts go out to all those affected by these 
incidents.

A dollar raffle took place at the meeting to win $34.00. 
Jeff Shimkus was drawn. Jeff donated back $24.00 to be 
used for the ABATE general or lobbyist fund. The next 
Local 20 meeting will be on Tuesday, March 8th. Jody.

Local #25 Sacramento

Lil’ David called the meeting to order at 6:59. We had 
7 members and one guest. The minutes were sent out by 
email prior to the meeting and hard copies were avail-
able on the table. Our treasurer, Joe, updated us on recent 
transactions and the balance in our account.

The anti-profiling and lane sharing bills are still pend-
ing. Lil’ David will attend the PAC meeting this weekend 
in Orange County. The anti-profiling bill will be dead if no 
action is taken by the legislature tomorrow. The lane shar-
ing bill will be dead if no action is taken by the legislature 
tomorrow.

The next Stockton COC meeting will be on February 
13th. The Sons of California are having a run to support 
WEAVE on March 19th at the Valencia Club in Penryn.

Attendance appeared to be down at the Easyrider show 
and the Unification Rally. We had one renewal and one 
new couple join ABATE at our booth.

There is an article in this week’s News and Review about 
BOLT. Mark Temple, who is fighting a helmet citation, has 
attended our meetings in the past. https://www.newsre-
view.com/sacramento/local-bikers-sue-sacramento-cops/
content?oid=19663567

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45. David S.

Local #27 Riverside

Hello All! Thanks to the ABATE State Board of Direc-
tors, the Local presidents and PAC members for so openly 
welcoming me at the State Meetings last month in Cypress. 
I got to witness the selection of our 2016 officers and think 
that we will have a good, diverse group this year. Lots of 
good information was given and taken back to Local 27 
members at our general membership meeting on February 
2nd. I was also able to voice my opinion on a couple of is-
sues, which seemed to be well received.

Thanks to the Local 27 members and guests that attended 
our meeting. Also special thanks to several members, J.R., 
Corporal, ½ Ass and Crash of the local motorcycle group 
The Ugly Brothers M/C, for attending and showing your 
support.

And sorry to Patty Cammack for missing out on the mem-
bership drawing by not being present! Guess you’ll have to 
come to the next meeting to find out how much you lost.

I tried something different at this meeting. I tried to keep 
the “issues at hand” short and sweet while affording more 
time to membership input and B.S. session. I feel this went 
quite well as the meeting went into overtime.

Our annual fund raiser is coming up April 17th and I hope 
you plan on attending. BARE Necessities XIV is an effort to 
gather undergarments for The Salvation Army to distribute 
to the less fortunate. Please see the flyer elsewhere in this 
paper for more info. Any Locals or individuals wishing to 
support/donate to this great cause, give me a call: Kenny, 
President of Local 27, at 951-377-5772. Or email me at ken-
nuttall@aol.com.

Special thanks to Frank, Kellie, and the Geezers M/C for 
their commitment to raise funds to purchase items.

Ride safe, Kenny Nuttall, President, Local 27
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Pac/Treasurer’s 
Report
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by Dave Hastings, PAC 
Treasurer

Our ABATE PAC is on the move again with leg-
islation and support and endorsement of motorcycle 
friendly candidates in the upcoming election cycle. 
We will be issuing a list of endorsed candidates to 
help you make an informed choice when you enter 
your polling booth. We will also be asking you to 
donate some time to a few candidates who need and 
deserve our help before the elections actually take 
place.

As I said in another article we are going to be very 
pro-active this year and we will need your help to 
accomplish our goals. ABATE PAC receives many 
requests for contributions and campaign help, es-
pecially in an election year, and we do our best to 
support those that support us. Our biggest asset is 
our campaign volunteers and, if you haven’t helped 
a candidate before, this will be a great year to get 
involved in that process. It’s not difficult, your time 
spent working a campaign goes by quickly, and you 
will get the opportunity to familiarize yourself with 
the process and meet the candidate and their staff 
personally. Like I said earlier, we have set goals for 
the year, redistributed some of our State PAC Offi-
cer’s duties to become more responsive and we plan 
on being both active and highly effective with our 
legislative efforts in 2016.

We will also be setting up an on-line meeting for-
mat to keep our ABATE PAC members quickly in-
formed and aware of our California political scene 
and we will give you more information on this pro-
cess soon. Many of these items were discussed and 
voted on at our last PAC meeting, so plan on attend-
ing these meetings and becoming active in our ef-
forts to elect and retain motorcycle - friendly can-
didates.

Now, get ready to help us make informed choices 
regarding our supported candidates, and then offer 
to help a candidate in your hometown area, and let’s 
get moving on the upcoming elections. If ABATE 
PAC is to accomplish our goal of being pro-active 
instead of re-active, we need you to become an “ac-
tive member”! Help us and you will ultimately help 
yourself. This isn’t rocket science, but we can’t do it 
all by ourselves.

Being informed allows you the opportunity to 
make educated decisions when you cast your vote. 
So, set your personal 2016 goal now to become “ac-
tive” in our ABATE PAC, make sure you are a regis-
tered voter, and then be ready to affect the outcome 
of some important electoral races and legislation 
here in California. We will all ultimately benefit! 
Dave H.

“THANKS TO ALL THAT DO, AND TO 
THOSE THAT DON’T, PLEASE TRY TO!

LOCAL   NEWS
Local #44/47 High Desert

We had a great turnout for our February meeting 
and we also had 4 new guests in attendance! After 
our Officer roll call and the “Pledge of Allegiance” 
we rolled into our Local reports. Rebecca made a 
correction to last month’s meeting minutes and Ja-
net gave us an updated accounting report and info 
on our Blood Drive. Seana discussed our Local 44 
merchandise and Nick brought us up to speed with 
legislative/PAC info and Carol furnished information 
on our Local membership numbers and introduced 
the guests. I then gave everyone a brief update on 

the State meeting and discussed the upcoming May 
ABATE Southern Regional Rally and passed around 
a volunteer sign-in sheet for that event. Our Local 
44 is “hosting” the Rally again this year and we will 
need your attendance and volunteer help to ensure 
the event has a successful outcome. Pick up a flyer 
at your next meeting and get it turned in ASAP to 
guarantee a good spot for your tent or R/V.

Also be advised that we have closed our ABATE Lo-
cal 44 post office box and our NEW MAILING AD-
DRESS is: 16782 Danbury Ave. Hesperia, Ca. 92345. 
So fill out your Regional Rally form mail it in and 
then you need to prepare for a fun weekend with your 
Local 44 members. We will do our best to get you up 
early enough to go home in time to visit “Mom” on 
Sunday (Mother’s Day) afternoon!

The last item discussed was the upcoming “Chili 
Cook-Off” on March 5th at the Joshua Inn in Hespe-
ria. I have paid the entry fee and several of our mem-
bers make up your Local 44 cooking team so there 
is no cost or liability to our Local for the event but 
we would really appreciate you showing up and vot-
ing for your team’s chili. We have participated in this 
event for the past two years and have placed as high 
as second but we really want that 1st place award. 
Obviously, part of the voting is done by the public 
attendee’s, so we would like to have a great turnout 
and a lot of votes from our Local 44 members. Show 
up, bring your family and friends and vote us into 
1st. place this year! The chili judging/sampling/vot-
ing begins at 2:30 PM and after the winners are an-
nounced there will be live music starting from about 
4:30 to 8:30 PM. So plan on hanging out all day with 
us at “The Josh” on March 5th and help us, your Lo-
cal 44 team, win big this year! I hope to see you at our 
next meeting, March 12th. Until then it’s just “miles 
and smiles”, ride safely! Dave H.
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ABATE Board Meeting

February 3, 2016

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
To Whom It May Concern,

The January 2016 ABATE of California’s PAC Meeting discussed AB51; the Lane Sharing bill and voted
on the 2016 position. That position is to endorse the bill as written, 50 MPH maximum, with a 15 MPH
differential.

If the opportunity to codify lane sharing practices is missed this year, the risk of opposition is too great. The
opportunities include public education, changes in insurance denials and the potential that other states
follow.

ABATE looks forward to full endorsement of this bill.

For more information go to www.abate.org

Chuck Pedersen
State Legislative Director
ABATE of California, Inc.



FOR SALE: 2002 VTX1800C Honda 
cruiser. Fully loaded, leather hard core 
side bags, windshield, triple lights, raised 
custom Flanders handle bars, custom 
pipes, purple with custom painted flame 
tank, loads of custom chrome, custom 
pegs, European low crash bar, air horn. 
38,000 miles Mint condition. $4,000.00. 
Mike – 818-489-8433

FOR SALE: I have an “almost” new 
aftermarket speedometer, 8-1/2” face, 
306 miles. It fits an early model (84-93) 
Harley-Davidson XLHR Sportster or a 
FXR Low Rider model. Handlebar mount 
with rear reset knob and mechanical front 
wheel drive. Bought from JP Cycles in 
January 2014. Paid $109.00. Want $75.00 
cash. Steve B 760/616-0402 and leave a 
message. 

CLASSIFIED 
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ABATE “Brothers & Sisters” 
Lost in 2016

Bill Campbell, Local 17.
Rest In Peace, May they ride Forever 

Free.



NCOM Biker Newsbytes
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS 

SERVICE is brought to you by Aid to Injured Motor-
cyclists (A.I.M.) and the National Coalition of Motor-
cyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law Of-
fices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve been involved in 
any kind of accident, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE 
or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.

 
NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
 
RIDING “OFF THE GRID” -- HOW TO ESCAPE 

GPS TRACKING ON YOUR MOTORCYCLE
Freedom of the Road isn’t that free these days. 

“We often talk about what you can do to protect your 
privacy, but more often than not we accept the tech-
nology given to us by large corporations with gov-
ernment influence,” writes Gil Mellen, ABATE of 
California’s rep to the Southern California Confed-
eration of Clubs (SCCOC), “And with that ease our 
phones store more than just our private information, 
they are a collection source for who we are, what we 
do and where we go 24/7.”

Turning your phone off or on airplane mode doesn’t 
cut it either, he explains. In order to truly be undetect-
able to ANYONE you must use a first line of defense 
on your phone, such as Silent Pocket. By employing 
a Silent Pocket “Faraday cage” (conductive material 
surrounding a piece of equipment to exclude electro-
static and electromagnetic influences) you can block 
all wireless signals to and from your mobile device.

Once placed inside the stylish leather case, your 
device is completely sealed -- No GPS tracking, NO 
cellular, NO wifi, NO Bluetooth, and NO RFID scan-
ning or NFC in all frequencies. Additionally, Silent 
Pocket cases protect your financial information from 
credit card skimming and scanning.

So if you’re heading to a large biker event and 
want no one to know your whereabouts, simply put 
your phone inside the case and wherever you go is 
OFF THE GRID.  Once you remove your phone, any 
missed voicemails, data, or messages are download-
ed. Your location is also known at that point.

“Silent Pocket is in the privacy accessory market 
for the long haul.” stated Aaron Zar, Silent Pocket Co-
Founder. “As the methods hackers use to compromise 
security continue to evolve, so will our products.”

Silent Pocket is a proud supporter of SAVE THE 
PATCH and they offer an exclusive 15% off discount 
code for all  BIKERS and ABATE MEMBERS at 
www.silent-pocket.com: patch16 or call 831-531-8199 
or e-mail sales@silent-pocket.com for bulk order dis-
counts.

 
BIKER ATTIRE ALLOWED IN NEW MEXICO 

COURTROOMS Declaring “A great victory for our 
community,” Annette Torrez, chair of the New Mex-
ico Motorcycle Rights Organization (NMMRO) and 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) board 
of directors, announced that; We received the follow-
ing message from Chief Justice Judge Nash concern-
ing motorcycle vests in District Courthouse, “Please 
be informed that the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s De-
partment will NOT be requiring members of your 
organization to turn their vests inside out upon entry 
into the Second Judicial District Courthouse and its’ 
Courtrooms in the future.”

The NMMRO and the NNMCOC (Northern New 
Mexico Confederation of Clubs) sent Judge Nash a 

letter regarding an issue in which Bernalillo Sheriff 
Officers were asking the Guardians of the Children 
to remove their vests and turn them inside out so 
none of the patches were visible. “These vests and 
patches are what identify them to the abused children 
who they are there  to support in court under diffi-
cult circumstance as these children have to face their 
perpetrators or have to sometimes testify,” explained 
Torrez. “While we can all benefit from this victory, it 
is the abused children from our community who will 
benefit most, as now  members of motorcycle com-
munity can continue to support and accompany them 
in court. Your voices were heard as we united in sup-
port.”

Nash’s message specifically denotes “members of 
your organization” which is why “it is so important 
we as motorcyclists join and support the NMMRO, 
an organization that stands and fights for your rights, 
freedoms and liberties,” said Torrez, adding; “Thank 
you to Judge Nash for doing the right thing as we 
believe our 1st Amendment was being violated. We 
must also remember that we must be respectful at 
all times in our courthouse, we must be on our best 
behavior so that we may continue to wear our patch-
es and motorcycle related attire in the courthouse. 
I want to thank the Guardians of the Children for 
bringing this to our attention. Thank you to Double D 
from The Motorcycle Profiling Project and Attorney 
Dan Sorey for their support and advice in addressing 
this issue.”

MANIFESTO ON THE MOTORCYCLE INDUS-
TRY AND FREEDOM OF THE ROAD

“I read your recent (NCOM Biker Newsbytes) re-
port and the piece about the NCOM board requesting 
input on motorcycle issues to discuss at the upcoming 
NCOM Convention,” writes Keith “Bandit” Ball of 
Bikernet.com and former editor of Easyriders maga-
zine. “I have a major bitch and a project that could 
save the custom motorcycle aftermarket and place 
freedom at the forefront of our nation once more.”

 
WHEN YOU CAN’T GIVE UP, WRITE -- A Brief 

Manifesto; “Sounds ominous but it’s not, then again 
it is a tough alteration to current government think-
ing. And I believe our industry could be at the fore-
front.

Why can’t we prove that Freedom always needs to 
be a consideration? Why can’t we prove that all the 
custom motorcycles in the country will never have 
any significant impact on the environment and agen-
cies need to leave us alone?

If we were successful, this could place Freedom at 
the forefront in many applications from hot rods, to 

go carts, to speed boats.”
As evidence of governmental regulation usurping 

personal rights, Ball (Bandit@Bikernet.com) submit-
ted the following news release on behalf of SEMA 
(Specialty Equipment Market Association) entitled 
“EPA Seeks to Prohibit Conversion of Vehicles into 
Racecars”:

“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has proposed a regulation to prohibit conversion of 
vehicles originally designed for on-road use into 
racecars and make the sale of certain products for 
use on such vehicles illegal. The proposed regulation 
was contained within a non-related proposed regu-
lation entitled ‘Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel 
Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty 
Engines and Vehicles - Phase 2’.

The regulation would impact all vehicle types, in-
cluding the sports cars, sedans and hatch-backs com-
monly converted strictly for use at the track. While 
the Clean Air Act prohibits certain modifications to 
motor vehicles, it is clear that vehicles built or modi-
fied for racing, and not used on the streets, are not the 
‘motor vehicles’ that Congress intended to regulate.

‘This proposed regulation represents overreach-
ing by the agency, runs contrary to the law and de-
fies decades of racing activity where EPA has ac-
knowledged and allowed conversion of vehicles,’ said 
SEMA President and CEO Chris Kersting.

Working with other affected organizations, includ-
ing those representing legions of professional and 
hobbyist racers and fans, SEMA will continue to op-
pose the regulation through the administrative pro-
cess and will seek congressional support and judicial 
intervention as necessary. The EPA has indicated  it 
expects to publish final regulations by July 2016.”

 
BILL IN WASHINGTON WOULD ALLOW MO-
TORCYCLES ON SHOULDERS IN TRAFFIC
Washington State might give motorcyclists pref-

erential treatment on some highways during traffic 
jams under a bill that has the support of the state Sen-
ate. The measure would give motorcyclists permis-
sion to drive on the far left shoulders of divided high-
ways when traffic is moving under 25 miles an hour.

“It really is about relieving congestion,” said State 
Senator Tim Sheldon (D-Mason County), the bill’s 
sponsor. He tried passing a bill last year that would 
have allowed what’s known as “lane splitting,” allow-
ing bikers to ride between cars stopped in traffic, but 
that bill failed.

Sen. Sheldon told CBS King5 News in Olympia 
that his proposal  would alleviate traffic and make 
highways safer for motorcycle riders in heavy traffic. 
”When congestion basically stops traffic, a motorcy-
clist… they’re vulnerable to over-heating as well as 
being rear-ended.”

 
KANSAS HOUSE SPEAKER GIVES HORSE-

POWER TO 3-WHEELER REFORM BILL
A House committee in Kansas kicked the tires 

of a bill creating a special driving examination and 
license for people who ride increasingly popular 
three-wheeled motorcycles. Under current Kansas 
law, individuals are required to take a test on a two-
wheeled motorcycle even if they own and plan to ride 
a machine with three wheels. House Bill 2436 would 
establish a special class of motorcycle licensing that 
aligns the examination with the type of vehicle to be 
driven.
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Three-wheel licenses issued under the pro-
posed law would forbid the person from legally 
riding a two-wheeled motorcycle, but anyone 
passing the two-wheel test could ride both motor-
cycle variations.

House Speaker Ray Merrick (R-Stilwell) urged 
the House’s Vision 2020 Committee to endorse 
the “friendly, common-sense update to Kansas 
statutes.”

“Considering the vast differences in the physi-
cal requirements between two- and three-wheeled 
motorcycles,” Merrick said, “it is reasonable that 
a person who can only ride a three-wheeled mo-
torcycle should be allowed to take their license 
training and test on the type of motorcycle they 
will be using.”

Brian Thompson, a lobbyist with ABATE of 
Kansas, said the reform proposed by the House 
bill would benefit young and old riders alike. 
“Those with less skills would be able to feel the 
independence and freedom of the road if they de-
sire,” Thompson told the Topeka Capital-Journal 
newspaper.

NEW MOTORCYCLE HAZARD - TEENS 
WALKING WHILE DISTRACTED Motorcy-
cle riders have a lot to watch for when cruising 
through an urban environment such as a city or 
town. While the first focus may be other vehi-
cles, a new study shows bikers should watch for 
teens crossing the road while distracted by their 
smartphone.

According to research released by Safe Kids World-
wide, with support from FedEx, distraction plays a role 
as 50% of teens admit they cross streets while using a 
mobile device, and an alarming 40% admit to actually 
being hit or nearly hit by a car, bike or motorcycle while 
walking.

Of the teens who have been hit or nearly hit report 
crossing the street while: 47% listening to music, 20% 
talking on the phone, and 18% were texting.

“Every hour of every day, a teen is hit or killed while 
walking,” said Kate Carr, President and CEO of Safe Kids 
Worldwide. “Texting and walking or driving can be fatal. 
That’s why we’re asking everyone to put phones down 
when crossing the street.”

TEENAGER CAUTIONED AFTER SERIOUSLY IN-
JURING MOTORCYCLIST

A 14-year-old boy was recently “cautioned” by police 
after causing “life-changing injuries” to a motorcyclist by 
tying a rope between two trees on a woodland path. The 
17-year-old rider was rushed to the hospital with serious 
neck and wind-pipe injuries after hitting the rope while 
riding in woods near St Neots, Cambridgeshire, UK, and 
he spent seven weeks in the hospital including two-and-a-
half in an induced coma.

The boy, who admitted responsibility under questioning 
by police, was issued a youth caution for causing grievous 
bodily harm without intent. He must also attend sessions 
with the Youth Offending Service.

MOTORCYCLE SPEEDER WINS $180,000 IN CASE 
AGAINST COP WHO BEAT HIM UP On Aug. 3, 2012, 
Justin Wilkens was speeding on his Aprilia motorcycle 
and unwittingly passed Oregon State Police Officer Rob 
Edwards in an unmarked cop Camaro. After a few min-

utes of chase, Edwards rammed Wilkens off the 
bike, pulled a gun on him and kicked him in the 
chest. 

If you think that sounds egregious, a jury agrees 
with you.

Dash cam footage shows Wilkens’ motorcycle 
speeding past cars and crossing double-yellow (no 
passing zones) lines near Veneta, OR when the of-
ficer pulls up behind him at an intersection, hits 
the bike and knocks the biker to the ground. Ed-
wards maintained this was unintentional; a result 
of “brake fade” from the Camaro’s discs being 
overworked. At this point in the footage, Edwards 
enters the frame and lands a kick to Wilkens’ chest 
while drawing down on him with his pistol before 
cuffing him.

In an interesting plot twist, Edwards stated he did 
not know the police car’s dashcam was running. 
Wilkens suffered a broken left clavicle, a fractured 
rib and other injuries in the incident.

After being apprehended, Wilkens brought an ex-
cessive-force claim against Edwards. As explained 
by local news, a jury of eight people “awarded 
Wilkens more than $31,000 in economic damages 
to reimburse his medical expenses and motorcycle 
repair bills; $100,000 in noneconomic damages 
for his injuries, pain and suffering; and $50,000 in 
punitive damages,” which Officer Edwards will be 
forced to pay.

 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “History does not en-

trust the care of freedom to the weak or tim-
id.” Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) WWII 
Military Commander & 34th President of the 
U.S.

Sporty’s Rides

by Sporty Milligan
Well there is joy in Sporty land. After a one 

year hiatus, the 2002 Sportster is back from 
its way too long visit at Casey’s MC shop. I 
am going to wait until after the Polar Bear 
run to get the needed parts for the voyager 
rig, which allows this bike to star in a duel 
role - trike or solo bike. Film at eleven on that 
in the upcoming weeks.

As you know, this time of year ABATE Lo-
cal 1 puts on the Polar Bear run at the end 
of February. This year is no exception. This 
year’s run will be the 29th annual Polar Bear 
run. It will be over by the time you read this 
column.

In order to prepare for a run, there are sev-
eral things you have to do to make the run 

successful. One is making a route. I have done what I 
considered to be a nice simple not too complex route 
that will be safe for first time riders and challenging 
for the more experienced riders. I am confident that 
this should be good for those who attend the run. I 
will have to do the route one more time to make sure 
it’s ok.

I have been out and about in my travels putting fly-
ers at the shops. When you get run flyers sometimes 
on the bottom of the flyers is the biker law firm’s lo-
gos. That can be a problem when you have members 
who work for the various law firms we’re accustom 
to dealing with. So I did something entirely different. 
I used printing firms where I got the flyers printed 
with the printer’s logos on the bottom of the flyers. I 
just did not want to ruffle any feathers.

Raffle prizes play an important part of the run’s 
success. Our new business member, Bartels, gave us 
some nifty raffle prizes. In my Local 1 area I have 
four Harley dealerships that I work with. Old Road 
HD, Barger HD, Glendale HD and Bartels’ HD. All 
fine Harley dealers. They all have contributed raffle 
prizes.

Since Bartels’ has been a new experience, it has led 
me to rediscover some new routes to get to their shop 
in Marina Del Ray. What a trip it is to again drive 
routes that I have not been on in many moons.

Also, being the President of a Local you have the 
job of going to other Locals to get them to attend 
your run. So on Tuesday, February 9th, I went to Lo-
cal 2’s meeting in Simi Valley to do a plug for our 
Polar Bear run. Their meeting was kind of like my 
meetings, small, and they gave me a change to plug 
my Polar Bear run. Plus they gave me a free burger 
and a hot dog because my ATM card did not give me 
money. Something happened with my pin number 
and, when I got home, it had to be reset.
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By the way, the weather has been quite nice 
and I am hopeful we don’t have to use the rain 
date for the Polar Bear run.

So there you have it in a nutshell. I have been 
riding and writing the experiences of my life 
for several years now. It’s been a pleasure to 
keep you informed about my trials and tribula-
tions. I never know what will happen in my life 
so I keep plugging along trying to help prevent 
tooth decay, which is preventing bad laws from 
happening to motorcycle riders in California.

In closing this month’s Sporty’s Rides col-
umn I want you to be aware that we need to 
Pass AB-51, the lane sharing bill, written by 
Assemblymen Quirk and Lackey.

That’s it, done! Regards, SCRIBE Sporty aka 
STP.

Newsbytes from page 11



Off-Roaders - Protect Your Rights - Join Us NOW
Single  ..........................................................................................................................................................$ 40.00
(Membership & patch 1st year / Annual pin for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you when printed)

Family  .........................................................................................................................................................$ 60.00
(Two Memberships & patch 1st year / Two annual pins for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you 
when printed*)

Sustaining Single or Couple ......................................................................................................................$ 100.00
*)

Gold Business .............................................................................................................................................$ 125.00
(Black and white business card in Bailing Wire and printed bailing wire sent to you when printed)

Gold Business w/ Color Ad ........................................................................................................................$ 200.00
(Same as Gold Business but with color business card size ad in Bailing Wire)

Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad ..................................................................................................................$ 250.00
(Same as above but double size color ad, and posted on our web site with a link to your business)

Single Life Membership ............................................................................................................................$ 450.00
(Life Membership patch and member card)

Family Life Membership ...........................................................................................................................$ 650.00
(Two Life Membership patches and member cards)

Our Bailing Wire newsletter is available every month online @ abate.org 
*A printed edition is available every other month.

 Single        Family        Sustaining Single or Couple        Gold Business        Gold Business w/ Color Ad
 Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad        Single Life Membership        Family Life Membership

Name:  _____________________________________________________Name #2: ___________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________ City: _________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______________

Phone: _________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________

Visa / MC #: ________________________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

I would like to donate $_______________ to the General Fund   /   PAC Fund   /   Lobbyist Fund
Mail To:  ABATE of California; 10240 7th Avenue, Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

Tel  (760) 956-1669  •   Fax  (760) 956-6519   •   Questions?  Contact  nick@abate.org   or   dave@abate.org

10240 7th Ave. • Hesperia, CA 92345
Tel: (760) 956-1669 • Fax: (760) 956-6519

www.abate.org

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road” MEMBERSHIP FORM

(REV. 11/12)  •  PR PRINTING (909) 387-0717

A Union of  Motorcylists
     ABATE of California, a leading organization in protecting motorcycle rights in California, is excited to announce the opening 
of our “Off-Road”
     Recently the off-road community was caught totally off guard by the passage of Assembly Bill 1595 that severely impacts 
the ability to modify and use “upgraded” off-highway side-by-side vehicles. 
     AB 1595 prohibits the use of (approved/sanctioned racing style) seat belt harnesses, prohibits the addition of full roll cages, 
and requires mandatory helmet use in these and ONLY these vehicles. 
     Portions of this law go into effect on January 1, 2013 and all parts of the law will be enforced on July 1, 2013. AB 1595 will 
have an immediate and very negative impact on side-by side safety and prevent the use of many of these family recreational 
vehicles that have been upgraded with additional safety equipment. 
     Please join ABATE of California in our quest to repeal this poorly written legislation and help us restore the rights of side-
by-side owners statewide who use these vehicles for safe and responsible family off-road recreation.  
     Your annual membership will help us retain a full time lobbyist to watch out for future negative off-road legislation.  With 
everyone’s help, we can beat these laws, without your help, we could lose all of our off-road freedoms.  Join us now!

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road”

Donations!! - General, 
Lobbyist & PAC

Funds - THANK YOU!!!!

2016 ABATE Events
You can also go to our website www.abate.org and Events Calendar 
to download available flyers.

February 28 - ABATE Local 1 – 29th Annual Polar Bear Run 
IF IT Rained on February 28th – The Polar Bear Run is rescheduled 
for March 6th.

March 5 – ABATE Local 17 – 28th Annual Freeze Your Ass Off (aka 
F.Y.A.O.) 
& 2nd Annual Tom Watson Memorial Run (see flyer this issue for 
details.)

April 17 – ABATE Local 27 – 14th Annual Bare Necessities Run (see 
flyer this issue for details.)

April 23 – ABATE Local 17 – Spring Fun Run (see flyer this issue 
for details).
May 6, 7 & 8 – Annual Southern Regional Rally (hosted by ABATE 
Local 44). See flyer in this issue.
Pre-Registrations are now being accepted.

May 14 – ABATE Local 17 – 5th Annual Texas Hold-em (Details 
TBA or call Glenn 707/624-6310)

June 5 – ABATE Local 17 – Annual Harleys at Iron Steed H-D 
(Details TBA).
If you have a date for your event, and no details you may still submit 
your dates so others can pencil it in on their social calendar. Then 
submit your flyer in time for the Bailing Wire and to be posted on 
ABATE’s website.

ALL ABATE Events must have event insurance – contact the 
ABATE State Office for information.

WOW – Donations! – THANK YOU!
In reply to our requests for Donations and the 

more recent request for ABATE’s Lobbyist fund – we 
have had a very positive response! THANK YOU 
MEMBERS and ABATE Locals!!!! Your monetary 
answers help immensely! 

Donations have been received from the 
following (received between January 16th to February 
15): WE owe each and Every one of YOU a BIG 
THANK YOU!!! So - THANK YOU!!

Donations received from Individuals to the General 
Fund:
Buz Yochelson, Local 1;
Donations from ABATE Locals to the General Fund: 
2, 3, 11, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25 & 31.

Donations to the Lobbyist fund:
Shaunna Manina, Local 17;
Rick Mullaly, Local 52;
Donations received from ABATE Locals to the 
Lobbyist: 1, 2, 3, 11, 17, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 31 & 40.

Donations to the PAC Fund from ABATE Locals and 
individuals: 
Chuck Wilson, Local 17; 
Local’s 17, 21 & 24.

Donations to the Southern Regional Rally: Local 2.

	 Thank YOU for your contributions in 
helping to preserve “Freedom of the Road” 
by supporting ABATE’s paid Lobbyist and 
the General Fund!!! Thank you to our Mem-
bers that renew their Memberships and those 
that join us – that too helps in preserving and 
fighting for Motorcyclist’s Rights!! And Of 
Course the Locals that contribute to the funds 
regularly and when they do events. THANK 
YOU!! It’s a team effort, so thank you for be-
ing a part of the Team!
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by Norm e. Newiger, 
Safety Officer

These Old Bones
Well the month of February has been challeng-

ing, almost no rain and days like summer down 
here in the southland. Anyway, we get an extra 
day this month and that’s about it! That storm 
system of the year is way out there, it’s late, but 
still on the way. At least that’s what they keep 
saying. So I’m shelving this rain savior of Cali-
fornia’s drought hype until it happens.

The good news is that we can ride without the 
nuances of bugs because it still gets fairly cold 
at night, whoopee! It may be different up in the 
Northern part of California but my residence is 
down here and I’m reporting from my zone for 
now. What I’m hearing is that we would like some 
more of the winter season but not too extreme, at 
least no rain on the weekends!

I have been preparing my bike for the riding 
season early this year. I keep a good eye on my 
bike year round, but because of the down time 
during the winter season, I really get into the 
extra things. I usually do the major service and 
install new parts or have work done around Janu-
ary through March in preparation for the prime 
riding season so I won’t have any major issues 
during the summer. It also makes sure my bike is 
safe and trustworthy.

At my age the first thing I think about is my 
mind and body - getting old kinda sucks, but it’s 
worth it! For some of us our body has changed 
and it has altered our riding time and distance 
that we travel. Don’t get me wrong, there are 
many of us that are like that battery, just goes 
and goes, but for me, and some I know, one of our 
topics is about what medications we take! We talk 
about our aches and pains and missing interior 
parts due to parts being worn out or we face the 
serious situations of disease - you all know what 
I’m talking about, the list for us older generation 
riders is long and has no prejudice what so ever.

For me, and many others, riding is therapeutic. 
It helps repel stress better than a martini! I do live 
to ride but I’ve had my serious medical situations 
that have limited me, but through all that I’ve 
been through I still ride. My doctor recommends 
me not to, but he didn’t say I can’t ride anymore. 
It’s a battle that many of us come to realize and 
that’s when we have to say, “I really do like to 
ride”, or “I really love to ride” and “Ride I will 
until I can’t ride anymore!”

This is the mental part, the love of riding. It 
does require responsibilities as much as keeping 
your bike ready. The physical aspects are more 
evident because we have medications or therapy 
of some sort and sometimes riding makes me 
feel good until I’m done at the end of the day, 
then my body lets me know. But I say to myself, 
give me a couple of days to recoup and I’ll be 
back! That’s what I call, ride to live and live to 
ride, the love of riding!

These old bones do dictate to me! The type of 
bike I ride is the biggest concern. I’ll still ride 
my Heritage Softail, but I’m leaning towards the 
grandpa bike, a full dresser of some sorts. I’m 
not saying this is the choice of older people, but 
for me I’m in need of comfort as I ride and a 
trike is not the answer. I’m also thinking about 
a custom seat with a back rest. But I wonder if I 
could bring my leg over it as I mount my bike or 
worse yet, dismounting. It could get real ugly if 
I fall off my bike because my back said no half 
way off my bike. Some of you really know this!

This is where the kickstand is your best friend, 
this phenomenon only happens when other rid-
ers are present and you can feel their eyes on 
you. You double check your kickstand and take 
your sweet time to get off and you know you 
can’t bring your leg over the backrest so you 
take a wide step off and drag your right leg over 
your seat hoping it goes smooth. There are a 
few things that really test our memory like for-
getting to put your kickstand down as you dis-
mount and you remember it as gravity lets your 
bike down sideways. Your footing also becomes 
important (this can test our reaction time and 
strength) because of the loose gravel under your 
boots that you didn’t remember to look for be-
fore dismounting. Have you ever had your boot 
slide as your bike lays down? These things are 

common for all riders, but we oldies call it an age 
thing. One of my favorite styles of bikes are hard 
tails, to me, it’s a younger generation bike or your 
simple bar hopper, my back will not let me enjoy 
the coolness of riding these bikes and that sucks.

I have come upon something weird but true. My 
back and neck is like a radar system, it alerts my 
eyes and then they tell my brain there’s a bump or 
slight change of elevation ahead of some sort, not 
your speed bumps in a neighborhood or parking 
lot but on the freeway/highway. These construc-
tion gaps happen wherever there’s an overpass 
two times per overpass. If in fact I hit one it will 
let my back know, and let me tell you, some of 
them are downright nasty, I guess this problem 
was due to the fact that they had the lowest bidder 
build them, close but no cigar theory! All it takes 
is missing a few of them and my back is done for 
the day, unless I’m somewhat medicated or will 
be soon! My radar system goes on red alert and 
when I see the next one I do the “harrumph rise” 
as I cross these joints twice, the harrumph rise is 
lifting your butt up as you hit these two joints on 
the freeway and you don’t really lift your butt off 
the seat but you go with the upward motion while 
hitting them, it takes practice but you’ll perfect 
it very quickly because of the pain it can cause. I 
love floor boards! I’ve been riding nearly 40 years 
using pegs, then when I got my Heritage and it 
came with floorboards and I love it. I do have 
pegs on my freeway bars though, they really do 
help me feel more comfortable while riding long 
distances and I can put my feet at many different 
positions while riding, and if I get antsy I can do 
the heel to toe dance and stretch out somewhat, it 
also helps doing the harrumph rise as well!

My younger riding buds always bag me on 
my age (joking of course), calling me old man, 
grandpa etc. I come back and tell them, hey, if 
you’re privileged enough to get to my age you’ll 
respect me after the fact. I tell them that I’ve sur-
vived this long because of my lack of stupidity 
and I understand the life of riding and its respon-
sibilities.

We’ve seen or heard of a lot of people go down 
for the count at a young age and never got to our 
zone in life and it’s truly a great honor to be rid-
ing in our senior years as they call it. We just have 
to deal with our old bones and a cold one! I truly 
hope we can all get to the point in life where we 
can hang up our boots and use them little electric 
carts maxing out at 5 MPH!

Ride safe and continually check your tire pres-
sure - that’s some really good information that 
you can pass along to them young ones while 
they have them good bones!
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		  Application Junior abate of California
New				    Renew
Date:					    LOCAL#
Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City:
State:				    Zip Code:
Telephone #:							      (with area code)
Sponsored by:					     (Parent/guardian/grandparent)
Their Membership #:				    (Sponsor)
Junior Membership receives patch when new			   $5.00
Renewing Junior membership – renewal pin				    $5.00
Junior ABATE Membership #
(Usually the same as sponsor and expires when sponsor’s membership expire)

Sustaining ABATE Members aka V.I.P.
THANK YOU!! For the Extra Support!!!

ABATE Local #01
Lisa Garber & Bruce Hersch
Sporty Milligan
Bob Warren

ABATE Local #02
Pattibock
Scott & Pat Burton
Mike Lum 

ABATE Local 3/13
Chris Hodapp
Chuck McGuire
Mike & Mary Osborn 

ABATE Local #06
Bart & Wendy Perry

ABATE Local #08
Robert Boggs
Steve Howe
Tim Sr. & Yvonne Tennimon

ABATE Local #11
Dick & Sherry Beckton
Tim & Cheryl Clark
Joe Dobbs & Patty Axelrod

ABATE Local #17
Greg & Diane Howe
Carl Smith & Barbara Kennedy

ABATE Local #19
Jesus Godinez
Tom & Sandy Lubbers

ABATE Local 21
Mark Cobin

ABATE Local #24
Mike & Linda McIntyre
Doug Silveria

ABATE Local #25
Lady Kay Deli
Lil’ David Morena
Dave (Deacon) Phillips
David & Becky Smart
James  & Daisy Young

ABATE Local #27
Fred & Patty Cammack
Kenny & Raeann Nuttall

ABATE Local #29
Thomas  Bruce & Louise Towers

ABATE Local #31
Larry James

ABATE Local #33
Robert Duvall
Ron Tibbets

ABATE Local #38
Bruce McPhetridge

ABATE Local #44/47
Hank & Kris Hallmark
Dave & Carol Hastings
Ken & Glenice Hatfield
Jeff & Nina Ozanne

Sustaining Members (VIP’s) are mailed a 
hard copy of the Bailing Wire (the months it 
is printed); a certificate of Appreciation (suit-
able for framing); their membership card 
with VIP printed on it; and as you see here, 
their names are printed on this list. ABATE 
of California appreciates their extra support.



Thank  you  for  being  a  Business Member & sup-
porting A.B.A.T.E. of California Inc. American 

Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education
www.abate.org 
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Motorcycle
Metal License
Plate $12.00

Description Item # Price 
@ Quantity Extended 

Cost 
All ABATE Hats are embroidered 

ABATE Hat (Red/Gold) 06-141 $15.00   
ABATE of California Hat (Red/Gold) 11-311 $15.00   
ABATE Hat (White/Silver/Black) 06-142 $15.00   
ABATE Flame Hat (Red/White/Blue) 14-318 $15.00   
ABATE Oval Sticker 9” x 6” (ABATE 
Freedom of The Road) 

06-160 $5.00   

ABATE CA embroidered Bear Patch 07-177 $8.00   
All Emblems are Embroidered with: American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education – 

Responsible Motorcycle Legislation 
ABATE Emblem – Large 12” x 9” 07-174 $40.00   
ABATE Emblem –Medium 6” x 4” 07-175 $25.00   
ABATE Emblem – Small 4” x 2” 07-176 $15.00   
Motorcycle License frame (ABATE at top) 06-180 $12.00   
ABATE of California pin (2 color Gold & 
Black) 

07-172 $5.00   

Men’s T-Shirts 
Medium Short Sleeve W/pocket (Color - 
Navy  

07-191 $20.00   

Medium Short Sleeve NO pocket (Color – 
Gray) 

07-194 $20.00   

Large Short Sleeve NO pocket (Color – 
Gray) 

07-195 $20.00   

X-Large Short Sleeve NO pocket (Color – 
Gray) 

07-196 $20.00   

Men’s Tank Top – Medium (Color – Navy) 08-213 $15.00   
Men’s Educate Not Legislate (short sleeve No pocket) 

Small (color – White) 11-315 $20.00   
Medium (color – White) 11-316 $20.00   
Large (color – White) 11-317 $20.00   
X-Large (color – White) 11-318 $20.00   
XX- Large (color – White) 11-319 $20.00   
XXX-Large (color – White) 11-320 $20.00   

Men’s Educate Not Legislate (Short sleeve With pocket) 
Small – (color- white) 11-321 $20.00   

Men’s Educate Not Legislate (Long sleeve No pocket) 
Small – (color – White) 11-326 $20.00   

Women’s Educate Not Legislate  (short sleeve) 
X-Large (color-white) 11-335 $20.00   
XX-Large (color-white) 11-336 $20.00   

Women’s Educate Not Legislate  (Long sleeve) 
X-Large(color white) 11-340 $20.00   
XX-Large (color white) 11-341 $20.00   

Sub – Total $ 
 

Add 20% for 
shipping/handling 

$ 
 

Make Check Payable & Mail to: 
 
ABATE of Ca – Merchandise 
10240 7th Avenue 
Hesperia, CA. 92345-2631  

Total Amount Due  
$ 

Merchandise Order Form 2016 Bailing Wire

Merchandise Order Form 2016 Bailing Wire
Send Merchandise to:
Name: ___________________________________		  Phone # w/ area Code:_______________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: ______________________________________	State: __________	 Zip code: __________________
Credit card users:
Name on Card: ________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________if different than above. 
Credit card # _____________________________________________________ CVC# _______________
Expiration Date: __________________________                Signature: _____________________________________
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01 Bartels’ Harley-Davidson
Marina Del Rey 310/823-1112 

01 CT’s Motorcycle Tires
Reseda 818/776-0051 

01 Darold Martin Plumbing RET
Simi Valley 818/242-6402 

01 Floor Works
Chatsworth 818/709-7749 

01 Harley-Davidson Glendale
Glendale 818/246-5618 

01 Messengers of Recovery S.C.V. Chapter
Sylmar 818/523-7434 

01 Messengers of Recovery/San Fernando
Burbank 818/807-3045 

01 Michael’s Burger
Canoga Park 818/704-8893 

02 Live Ride Christian Church
Simi Valley 805/306-0042 

06 ABATE Local 6
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 BOOZEFIGHTERS MC #3
San Diego 619/855-9981 

06 Coyote’s Motorcycle Tires
Alpine 619/571-8764 

06 Graveyard Gamblers MC
Oceanside 760/908-1451 

06 Iron Horse Realty
Santee 619/778-1071 

06 Sweetwater Chapter H.O.G.
San Diego 858/566-4858 

08 The Horsemen MC
Stanton 714/833-9508

13 Custom Awards & Engraving
Ventura 805/658-2139 

13 Vietnam Vets/Legacy Vets MC F-Troop 
CA
Simi Valley www.VNVMC-CA.com 

17 Affordable Hauling
Vacaville 707/450-8432 

17 Better Living Chiropractic
Concord 925/798-6534 

17 Bud’s Pub & Grill
Dixon 707/678-4745 

17 City Towing & Transport
Vacaville 707/448-8697 

17 Creekside Bar
Winters 707/639-3669 

17 Eagle Eye Engraving
Vacaville 707/447-4774 

17 Iron Steed Harley-Davidson
Vacaville 707/455-7000 

17 Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon
 Vacaville 707/447-5541 

17 Legal Shield
Winters 707/301-6127 

17 Little Shop of Hair-Pet Grooming
Vacaville 707/449-9442 

17 Loyal Order of Moose #1967
Vacaville 707/448-1122 

17 McGuire Harley-Davidson
Pacheco 925/945-6500 

17 Miss Darla’s
Vacaville 707/446-4131 

17 Plainfield Station Bar & Grill
Woodland 530/668-0207 

17 Road Trip Bar & Grill
Capay 530/796-3777 

17 Star Tech European
Vacaville 707/455-8870 

17 Steele Canyon Saloon
Napa 707/337-7342 

17 Str 8 Shooter Sports Bar & Deli
Vacaville 707/453-7878 

17 Thunder Roads Magazine NorCal
Orangevale www.thunderroadsnorcal.com 

17 Uptown Tans
Vacaville 707/685-9429 

19 Industrial Supply Co
Ontario 909/923-3138 

19 Pomona Valley Harley-Davidson
Montclair 909/981-9500 

20 AZRAELS MC
Costa Mesa 949/275-5453 

20 Bikers For Christ & Rushing Wind 
Ministries
Oceanside 760/940-0257 

20 Bill W’s Sober Pack
Stanton 714/393-8556 

20 Harbor Radiator Air Conditioning
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810 

20 Ironworkers MC #433
Whittier 562/968-4853 

20 Men of Fire MC/CH 2 SoCal
Anaheim 714/742-1115 

20 Nikki’s Flags
Newport Beach 949/646-5166 

20 PipeTrades M/C
Los Angeles 213/605-2982 

20 Silent Pocket
Encinitas 760/487-5533 

20 Venice Nutrition
Long Beach 714/809-1658 

20 Viet Nam Vets/Legacy Vets MC
Anaheim www.VNVMC-CA.com 

23 Vicky’s Restaurant
San Bernardino 909/888-1171 

24 Allied Linoleum & Carpet
Pinedale 559/438-0177 

24 American Custom Iron
Madera 559/479-0551 

24 Dave Christian Const
Fresno 559/255-1222 

24 Guerrero Door Service
Fresno 559/276-5581 

24 Harley-Davidson of Fresno
Fresno 559/275-8586 

24 Landstar Inway Inc
Fresno 559/271-3000 

24 Mathews Harley-Davidson
Fresno 559/233-5279 

24 Rogers Truck Sales & Service
Fresno 559/264-2891 

24 Stonehouse Tavern
Prather 559/855-4800 

24 The Roadhouse 
Clovis 559/994-0216 

25 Capitol Coffee
Orangevale 916/726-6703 

27 Harrison’s Koi Farm
Riverside 951/369-9998 

27 The Chopper Place
Riverside 951/687-6655 

47 Nick’s Computer Works
Barstow 760/253-4736 

52 49er Auto & Bike Repair
Grass Valley 530/272-3242 

52 Freschi Construction
Grass Valley 530/272-2051 

52 The Willo
Nevada City 530/265-9902 

52 Two Gunners Custom Iron
Penn Valley 530/263-8071 

  

 



ABATE
MEETINGS

Antelope Valley - Local #21-Reg#13
Ron Sundquist	         2nd Thurs - 7:00 PM
37230 52nd St. East  Text 661/789-7502 for
Palmdale 93552        meeting place.
661/586-5555	          	
ron.sundquist@sbcglobal.net

San Bernardino - Local#23-Reg#9
Ed Pelton       	 1st Sun  9:00 AM
626/513-6314     Vicky’s Restaurant

  	              502 S Waterman Ave
	             San Bernardino CA 92408

 
Fresno - Local#24-Reg#6

Ed Rodgers    	             2nd Tues. 7:00 PM
559/264-2891	              Yosemite Falls Cafe’
www.abatelocal24.org    Shaw & Blackstone
			   Fresno 93701

Sacramento - Local#25-Reg#2
Lil’ David Morena      3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
916/616-9605	           Denny’s
		            3520 Auburn Blvd.

		            Sacramento 95821

Riverside - Local#27-Reg#9
Kenny Nuttall	             1st Tues - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 7070	             American Legion
Riverside CA 92513      2979 Dexter Dr.
951/377-5772	             (in Fairmont Park)
   			   Riverside, CA 92501

Morongo Basin - Local#29-Reg#13
Marty Rapp	          2nd - Thurs - 6:30 PM
P.O. Box 2334	          Odd # Months
29 Palms CA 92277    Call Marty for Location
760/367-1694

North Valley - Local #31-Reg#2
Larry James		  2nd Tues - 7:00 PM
			   Panighetti’s
530/893-4827		  2760 Esplanade
			   Chico 95973

 

Yuba City - Local #33-Reg#2
Steve Katen		  2nd Tues. - 7:PM
530/749-1003		  American Legion

			   5477 Feather River Blvd.
			   Olivehurst  95961

	

Imperial Valley - Local#38-Reg#12
Ed Aranda	     	 Last Thurs - 6:30 PM
Edward_A12@yahoo.com 
			   La Fonda Bar & Grill
			   1950 South 4th St.
	  	               El Centro, CA 92243

Bakersfield - Local#40-Reg#6
Steve Broughton 	 3rd Tues. 7:00 PM
760/616-0402		  Rusty’s Pizza
		             	 5430 Olive Dr
			   Bakersfield 93308

		   	

High Desert Local 44/47-Reg #13
Dave Hastings	          2nd Sat. 9:30 am
16782 Danbury Ave.     Eagles Order #4181
Hesperia, CA 92345     16195 Main St 
760/947-4700	            Hesperia 92345

	

Grass Valley - Local#52-Reg#2
Craig Griswold	   3rd Wed - 6:30 PM
21183 State Hwy 20      Alta Sierra
Penn Valley	                Pizza & Grill`
530/263-8071	                15690 Johnson Place 
		                 Grass Valley 95949

				  

Ridgecrest - Local #58-Reg#13  
Meet with Local#44

	

Los Angeles County - Local #01-
Reg#8

Sporty Milligan     3rd Sun - 9 AM
1616 4th St	          Elks Lodge
San Fernando         10137 E. Commerce
818/ 361-8800         Tujunga, CA 91242

Simi Valley - Local #02-Reg#7
Guy Corrigan         2nd Tues 7:30 PM
805/796-6328         VFW Post#10049
		           4242 E Los Angeles Ave. 	
		           Simi Valley 93063
Crashman1@sbcglobal.net

Thousand Oaks/Ventura
Local#03/13-Reg#7

Chuck Pedersen 	 3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
Thousand Oaks	 Elks Lodge
805/496-0323	     	 158 N Conejo School
		       	 Thousand Oaks
			   91362
	

San Diego County - Local #06-
Reg#12

Snowman	            	       1st Sun - 12 Noon
C/O Boozefighters M/C  Kate Sessions Park
P O Box 501946	        Pacific Beach
San Diego CA 92150       92109	
619/855-9981

Orange County - Local #08-Reg#11
Steve Howe		  2nd Mon.7:30PM
562/298-6236	   	 American Legion #354
		     		  8071 Whitaker
santabeard@yahoo.com    	 Buena Park
				    90621
San Diego County (North) - Local 

#11-Reg#12
Dan Buse  		  2nd Sun - 11 AM
buse13@att.net	 Escondido Moose Lodge
760/807-7294		 25721 Jesmond Dene Rd
			   Escondido 92026

Alameda, Contra Costa, Solano & 
Napa Counties L#17 Region #3

Glenn Phillips	 3rd Sun.- 10:00 AM
P O Box 148	      	 Judy’s Wild
Vacaville 95696   	 Wrangler Saloon
707/624-6310	     	 4826 Midway Rd.
	      	      	 Vacaville CA 95688

Pomona Valley - Local #19-Reg#9
Jeff Bassler		    4th Wed - 7:00 PM
C/O 9648 Calle Vejar Round Table Pizza
Rancho Cucamonga   1020 N Mountain 	                	
91730	       	       Ontario, CA 91729
909/596-9685
	     		   
Orange County - Local #20-Reg#11

Gill Mellen	                2nd Tues  - 7:00 PM
2104 Continental Ave.  American Legion
Costa Mesa 92627	    5646 Corporate Ave.
949/632-9787                Cypress CA 90630

Regions With Local info:
Region 2: Regional Representative 
Craig Griswold 25, 31, 33 & 52. 
Region 3: Vacant 
Region 6: Regional Representative  Ed 
Rogers  
24 & 40.
Region 7: Regional Representative  - 
Chuck Pedersen 2 & 3/13.
Region 8: Regional Representative 
Sporty Milligan 
1 & 19.
Region 9: Regional Representative 
Mark Loudermilk 23, & 27
Region 11: Regional Representative  
Gill Mellen 
8, & 20.
Region 12 Regional Representative 
Dave Connors, Locals 6, 11 & 38 
Region 13: Regional Representative 
Yermo Eddy 
21, 29, 44/47.


