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[ Execufive Director’s Report ||

by Dave Hastings, Executive Director

I had the privilege to speak at the October Unifi-
cation Rally in Sacramento and I would like to re-
peat some of the things I said while representing our
ABATE of California.

First things first, I would like to send out a big
ABATE “Thank You” to Assembly Members Beth
Gaines, Curt Hagman, Brian Jones, and Dan Logue
for picking up the bill for the sound system and re-
lated equipment that was required for our Rally.

There were many speakers waiting patiently for
their turn at the podium and all of us were asked in
advance to limit our time to about three minutes. The
time limit would guarantee each speaker could have
a chance to address the assembled riders and I re-
ally hadn’t decided what I would talk about until the
morning of the event. My wife and I had arrived in
Sacramento Friday afternoon to a steady drizzle that
turned into a hard rain during the night and contin-
ued on into Saturday morning. After breakfast we
returned to our room to wait for the Rally start time
and | began writing down a few thoughts. My wife
asked me what I was going to talk about and I said
“I've been asked too many times “What is ABATE
and what’s it all about?” and I think maybe it’s time
for a short history lesson”. She just sat there quietly
for a moment and then gave me that “Are you sure?”
look and left me alone with my thoughts again. So
for those of you who couldn’t attend I’'m going to re-
peat my history lesson one more time so when some-

one asks you what has ABATE “done for me” you wjll ‘
have a ready answer.

I’'m going to cover about thirty three years hil

ABATE history in three minutes so please bear with
me. Before we had motorcycle rights organizations
or MROs as we call them now, the club members of
California and a few independents were the only ones
who saw the writing on the wall and actually did any-
thing to protect our right to ride. Back in the 60’s the
Federal Department of Transportation was trying to
outlaw modified or “chopped” bikes as unsafe for use
on our highways. A nationwide effort was put together
by the clubs and in 1975, then President Gerald Ford,
signed into law a bill that stopped the withholding of
funds to states without a mandatory helmet law. This
was a huge victory for riders nationwide and led to the
establishment of MROs across the country.

Today’s ABATE of California was started 33 years
ago by “Deacon” Dave Phillips in 1981 and incorpo-
rated in 1986. So what have we done in the last 33
years?

(1) Passed the handle bar height or “ape hanger” bill.

(2) Defeated a high performance super bike ban for
the sport bike riders.

(3) Opened up the “Diamond Lanes” to motorcycle
use.

(4) Stopped mandatory motorcycle “smog checks”.

(5) Increased the penalty for “Right of Way” acci-
dent violations.

(6) Spearheaded “Share the Road - Look Twice for
Motorcycles” on California freeway message boards.

(7) Banned “motorcycle only” checkpoints in Cali-
fornia.

(8) And the list goes on and on!

In closing, ABATE has 33 years of experience, Lob-
bying expertise and the connections already in place
to write and pass needed California legislation. But
unfortunately, we can’t keep doing it all by ourselves.
The clubs and a few independents were the original
freedom fighters of California and we need everyone’s
support to be successful. The word “I”” will never get
any person or group an outcome that benefits every-
one that rides. “I” may have an idea but it takes “We”
to fulfill that dream. Join ABATE now and help us
continue to turn those ideas and dreams into reality
for the riders of California!
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What is ABATE?

ABATE isamotorcyclists’ rights organization
(not a club) dedicated to preserving freedom of
choice and freedom of the road, with emphasis
on education and safety. Our members are active
in programs for public awareness and motorcycle
safety, and in supporting many types of charity
events.

Included with an ABATE membership are a
sew-on patch, membership card, and our month-
ly newsletter THE BAILING WIRE. There are
no special requirements for joining aside from an
interest in promoting motorcyclists’ rights and
safety with payment of the appropriate fees.

ABATE Info or Message Line
1-760/956-1669
Fax 760/956-6519
http://www.abate.org
E-mail: info@abate.org
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Lobbyist’s Report

by James Lombardo, Lobbyist

The Legislature returns December 1st and the As-

sembly will officially elect Toni Atkins (D - San Di- ..

ego) as its Speaker and the Senate will select Kevin
De Leon (D - LA) as the President Pro Tem. Both of |

the Democrat-controlled California legislative hous-
es lost their Super Majority 2/3 vote margins in the
November elections.

Interesting as to how much was made over both

houses having Super Majorities, yet neither exercised
them on any controversial votes. The final make up
of the Assembly is not complete due to close vote
counts in several Assembly races. The Senate has
been decided with 26 Democrats and 16 Republi-
cans. The Assembly will probably have 52 Demo-
crats and 28 Republicans after final ballot counts.

This is the first increase for Republican Assem-
bly members in the past two election cycles. The
Republicans had lost members in both of the last
elections; this time they held seats and look to have
captured four, overall. It’s a credit to the new As-
sembly Republican Leader, Kristen Olsen! She was
the author of AB 1835, which removed mandatory
helmet use for off road Side by Side riders. We
were able to pass it off the Assembly Floor only to
be forced by the Senate Transportation Committee
to allow the helmet choice exception to only those
riding on private property, which Governor Brown
signed into law. However, that’s the first helmet use
repeal of any kind in California, since the helmet
law madness began, here, in 1987.

Mike McGuire
Dealer

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

93 15! Ave. North
Pacheco, CA 94553
Phone (925) 945-6500
Fax (925) 945-6948
mike@meguire-hd. com
www. meguing-hd. com

McGUIRE

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Madera, CA 93635-3108
aciiinetpic.net
559.298.0422
558.868.4260

At this time, the Committee Chairmanships have
not been named for either houses and, obviously, no
committee members have been assigned, either. This
is important to see how our motorcycle bills will fare
in the next two year session.

Thanks again to all of you that worked in the elec-
tions. I know Nick Benson was involved in helping
elect Marc Steinorth in Assembly District 40 and Ed
Rogers with other Local 24 members worked phone
banks for Senator Vidak in the Fresno/Bakersfield
arca - BOTH CANDIDATES WERE ELECTED!
BOTH WERE BIG TARGETS FOR DEFEAT! Job
well done! IT REALLY HELPS US IN THE CAPI-
TOL!

Several Congressional seats are still involved in bal-
lot counts and recounts. [ will have a complete report
at the January 10th ABATE Legislative/PAC meet-
ing in Southern California.

Thanks again for your contributions to the Lobby-
ist Fund. ‘See you at the next Legislative/PAC meet-
ing in January.

619-444-9255
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TODD PHELPS

GEMERAL MANAGER
'Inlir!.:r_ollismn @yahoo.com
1445 N, Magnalia Ave. El Cajon (Bahind Evans Tire) - Fax 619,444 9289

SIMI VALLEY HARLEY-DAVIDSON / BUELL

Paul Pecoraro
General Manager

p (805) 552-9555 f (805) 531-8808
6190 CONDOR DRIVE, MOORPARK, CA 93021

Motorcycle Pawn Shop

444 Foothill Blivd,
Ste A, Rialto
909.875.7334

Brian Johnson

General Manager 1-B7T7-T7T99-5255

RIVERSIDE = SAN BERMNARDING = SAN GABRIEL
WE ARE ALWAY'S IN YOUR AREA BECAUSE WE LIWVE HERE TOO.

SAN DIEGO
CONFEDERATION

OF CLLIBS

Mission

awareness.

Join on

ABATE of California is committed to protect and promote the interests
of the motorcycle community. ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the
individual rights and liberties of all riders thru political and legislative action.
ABATE promotes motorcycle safety through education, training and public

ABATE of California now has their off road division up and running!

Statement
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ABATE OF CALIFORNIA, INC. Recap of ABATE Board of Directors meeting held on October
26, 2014 in Sacramento.

American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education
10240 7th Ave
Hesperia, CA 92345-2631
1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519
http://www.abate.org
info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published
bimonthly by ABATE of California, Inc., with
corporate mailing address at 10240 7th Ave.
Hesperia CA 92345. All editorials, membership
and advertising is to be sent to the corporate
mailing address. Circulation: 5,500 bimonthly.

Written articles are the opinions of the
authors and not necessarily the opinion of
ABATE of California. Editor reserves the

right to edit any copy.
EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk
Assistant Tina Sanders
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS
Carol Cromwell & Caroline Griffith
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Bruce Waldron & Gill Mellen
COLUMNISTS
Bill Bish, Sporty Milligan, Jim Lombardo, Dave

Hastings, Norm E. Newiger & Craig Griswold.

DEADLINES

All run flyers and ad copy will be camera ready.
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication for
ALL material for publication.

Business Card size $15.00/Mo $150.00/'YR
Business Card with color $20.00/Mo $200.00/'YR
Super-Size Business Card with color $250.00 Yearly only

A Super-Size Business Membership includes Business
card on our website with a web link to your business.
ALL Yearly rates Includes a Business membership to
ABATE Of California.

Business Memberships include two persons at the same
mailing address, and a display plaque for the first year.
Business cards need to be mailed to the ABATE State
Office with membership application and appropriate fee.

Other Business Ads or NON-ABATE Event Flyers Rate:
s Page (5”w x 7.8” h) $150.00/Mo $1,500.00/Yr.
2 Page (10”w x 7.8”h)  $175.00/Mo $1,750.00/Yr.
Full Page (10” w x 15.5”h) $350.00/Mo $3,500.00/Yr.

Color for an ad or flyer is extra and (ad copy, print
ready) must be submitted showing color. All ads MUST
be pre-paid for whatever duration you will be running the
ad. Prices do not include any changes that you may want
to make to existing ads placed with us.

Ads should be submitted electronically — in a jpg or
tiff file — email to bailing.wire@abate.org and either
mail payment to the address below or call with credit card
number and billing information.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
$125 - One Year Business Member Listing, Couple
Membership and Display Plaque. Add $75 per year

for color business card.

CLASSIFIED Members may advertise in the
Classified Section at no charge.

by Dave Hastings

Remember, this is a “recap” not the “official min-
utes”, but I will do my best to bring you up to speed
on what actually transpired at the meeting.

Tom Lubbers called the meeting to order and then
announced the prior resignation of Jim Schlachter.
Tom praised Jim’s contribution and dedication to
ABATE of California and said he would be missed
by the Board of Directors although he will contin-
ue to assist our organization through his Local 17.
Sarge Matthews, a long time former Board of Di-
rectors member, was then nominated and approved
to fulfill the remainder of Jim’s term by the Board.

After the Board of Directors member roll call,
Greg “Coach” Coppes also announced his resigna-
tion because of his ongoing commitment to the up-
coming elections. Coach had already informed the
Board of Directors of his desire to not seek another
term on the Board and we accepted his immediate
resignation and decided to leave his seat open until
the new Board of Directors members take office at
the January meeting. Coach will be missed also and
the Board thanked him for his help and hard work
for the motorcycling community and we assured
him of our commitment to assist him with the anti-
profiling legislation he is spearheading at this time.

We had 14 Locals in attendance and 12 absent at
the meeting. Board members Gill Mellen and Ed
“Iceman” Mathis were absent and excused from
this meeting. In addition we had five of our eight
Regional Representatives present at the meeting.

Tom asked for a “moment of silence” for depart-
ed members Debbie Caballero (Local #17), Brian
“Creeper” Gabel (Locals #8 & 20) and Jim Jung-

BETTER LIVING CHIROPRACTIC
#

DR. CHRISTOPHER W. PEDRETTI

2975 TREAT BOULEVARD, SUITE A-2 - CONCORD, CA 94518
925/T98-6534 - FAX 925/798-4325

wirth (Local #9).

“Lil” David Morena presented the Treasurer re-
port and I presented the State Director’s report and
both were accepted. After Ruby Weber presented
her MMA Liaison report, the Board of Directors ap-
proved a motion to approach the California MROs
and Club Confederations to try to set up a meeting
to discuss and possibly implement a statewide legisla-
tive agenda/”wish list” that would benefit the riders of
California.

The Regional Rally Committee provided a financial
accounting of their 2014 Mother’s Day event and then
the Board was informed of an event promoter who
would like to either assist with or actually put on the
State Run in Kernville in 2015. The Board set up a
committee to look into the offer and then report back
with their recommendations.

A motion was made and accepted to invite a rep-
resentative from Russ Brown’s office to our January
Board of Directors meeting to discuss and answer any
questions from the Board regarding an offer they have
made to ABATE regarding possible involvement and
support of our organization.

Nominations were asked for and accepted for the
2014 Freedom Fighter of the Year award which will be
presented at our January Board of Directors meeting.

The last order of business was setting up a Training
and Retention committee to prepare new Local Of-
ficers for their duties and ensure we have trained and
willing replacements for retiring State Office holders
when they step down.

The January 10, 2015 Board of Directors meeting
will be hosted in southern California by Local 20 in
Orange County.

FLOOR WORKS

PETER HAFFEY

floor-worksihoomnall, com

F6I5 MASOM AVE, TA
CHATSWORTH.CASIINI
LICEMSE 803877 C-15 & C-54

BI8-TOR-T749
il | 05 PO

Chris (Ozzy) Osborn
v

1552 E. Champlain Dr.
Suite 101
Fresnao, CA 93720

T (559) 434-3040
C (559) 268-9594
ozryssportsgrill @att. net

American Cruisers
M.C.

Chapter 149

Family Motoreycle Club

www.mojaveriverl 49.com

Donations to ABATE Of California are
not deductible for Federal income tax pur-
poses. However, dues and fees may qualify
as business expenses and may be deductible
in limited circumstances subject to various
restrictions imposed by the Internal Reve-
nue Code.

ABATE of California Inc. neither endorses
nor promotes the services of any particular
Law Firm. We are committed to working with
all MROs including NCOM, MRF, AMA,
MMA, BOLT and any other motorcycle rights
organization that strengthens our lobby on
legislative issues and on motorcycle safety.
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to us. They will be returned if you | Check# 4. Gold Business §125
ask. Please include name of event,| p.. AN 5. Gold Businesss w'Color Ad $200
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are not deductible for Federal income
tax purposes. However, dues and fees
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may be deductible in limited circum-
stances subject to various restrictions
imposed by the Internal Revenue
Code.

Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

TEL 760-956-1669
FAX 760-956-6519

Visit us on our website
http://www.abate.org

For your convenience... use your favorite credit card

Charge my credit card: Mastercard [ Visa [ Mail to:
Credit Card # ABATE
Exp. Date Signature 10240 Tth Ave.
Membership Submitted By Hesperia, CA 92345-2631
I would like to donate § to the:

Freedom isn’t FREE
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Local #01 Los Angeles

Hi all! Today, November 16th, we had our monthly
meeting at the Elks Lodge, which is located at 10137
Commerce Ave in Tujunga. You are welcome to join us
the third Sunday of the month. Meeting starts at 9 am.

ABATE Local 1 member Bob Warren lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. I informed the membership of the
activities that transpired at the Unification Rally in Sacra-
mento. I also gave them a brief run down of the Board of
Directors meeting.

Glen gave us a review of ABATE Local 1’s booth at the
Love Ride (held October 25th). He plans to raffle off a
helmet camera starting with the tickets sales at the Love
Ride and ending with giving it away at the Polar Bear run
on February 22nd.

On the political side: We talked about the recent elec-
tions and talked mainly about our local area that affected
our members. I told the membership that our lobbyist
would give a more involved report in the December Bail-
ing Wire to explain how we did with the ABATE endorsed
candidates. I also explained the possibilities of doing an
anti- profiling bill this next legislative session in January.

Jim Nickla is still looking into the designs for a Local
1 t-shirt. We have some ideas - nothing firm at this point.
We also talked about donating the money for three bicy-
cles for Local 19’s toy run on December 7th - collection
made and money collected; check to be written tomorrow
and sent out.

Steve B who does the run report was really late getting
to the meeting and since we had already talked about the
Fred Jordan Skid Row Toy run on December 14th and Lo-
cal 19’s toy run, we dispensed with his report. Pays to be
on time Steve B!

That’s it for the report. Our next meeting is the third
Sunday in December (December 21st) at the Elks Lodge
10137 Commerce Ave in Tujunga. The meeting starts at 9
am. All are welcome to attend.

Regards, Sporty Milligan, ABATE Local 1 President.

Local #02 Simi Valley

\ nf California lnc

Dedscuind 1o Prw -—-na-.l—r

LOCAL

;-]I

H2

SIMI VALLEY, CA

Again, it’s another beautiful night for Local 2. Great
thanks to our “Volunteer Cooks” our Pres Guy and
VP Jim! They was rocking it tonight with our famous
$5.00 BBQ dinner of burgers/hot dogs with all the
good fixin’s plus. We start serving at 6:45 pm until
7:30 then it is time for our meeting. We here at Local 2
meet every second Tuesday of the month at VFW Post
10049 at 4242 East Los Angeles Street.

After Guy led the Pledge of Alliance, he got down
to business. First he introduced Pastor Rick from the
Live Ride and he talked about Frank and Jane’s loss.
We also talked about Local 2’s contribution to the Live
Ride during the Holidays and future rides that Pastor
Rick invited Local 2 to. Yes it is that time of the year!
This was a real good discussion and the Live Ride and
Local 2 is a good match for the upcoming Christmas
season.

Our Pres Guy also discussed our Christmas party,
which will be our last meeting of the year. This will
be a smorgasbord of super delicious foods and fun up
the cazoozee! We always have a white Christmas gift

exchange as well. We hope to see those who can’t make
the regular meetings. If you have any questions call
our super-duper faithful secretary, Jane, she knows ev-
erything! She’s our Radar O’Reily!

Jane read the minutes from last month’s meeting,
we got our treasury report from Pattibock, and Norm
talked about using ABATE’S website and Goodsearch
Again! Pres Guy filled in for Frank and talked about
runs as well, Merchandise Coordinator Scott talked
about what we have in stock and anything new that we
all would consider having.

2014 is almost gone and after months and months of
dedicated volunteer work we get to have a month off!
1, as well as all the officer’s from Local 2, thank all our
members and the officers that work endlessly thru-out
the year. We do this for the camaraderie, friendship,
education and promotion of lobbying for our freedom
of the roads through ABATE. Freedom is a respon-
sibility; use it to the max, after all this is what we’re
about!

We all thank VFW Post 10049 for letting us use their
building, BBQ and awesome patio as well as the access
to their bar. They have been a total blessing for Local
2 - you all know it!

Ride safer than last time and remember this, there
will be many, many drivers/riders out there with more
on their minds than vigilant driving! This is the time
of the year to be extra careful! Ride Safe! PTL norm e.

Local #08 Orange County

We had a good meeting last Monday night. We had
a buffet, so, good food then active discussion. We
discussed the run to Totally Kids hospital on Sunday.
Local 8 had good participation. I learned something
new: Totally Kids is privately owned. Most kids re-
ceived public support for medically required care
and family support for some incidentals. But without
our support a large number of kids, without family
support, don’t get new clothes, in-hospital entertain-
ment, outings, Birthdays, Halloween, Christmas and
all those other things that the state won’t pay for. We
give those little kids a little of the quality of life we all
take for granted.

We had a successful booth at the Long Beach Mo-
torcycle Swap Meet recently. We donated half the pro-
ceeds to the ABATE General Fund & PAC.

A big part of our meeting was a discussion about
ABATE, what it represents, who it represents, where
it is going and how we can make it more relevant to
California motorcyclists. Comments & topics dis-
cussed included: Why hasn’t ABATE attracted more
California motorcyclists? And Why hasn’t ABATE
attracted more sports bike riders? 1. When Bryan first
joined ABATE he sat in a Board Meeting and listened
to comments putting down sport bike riders & riders.
Surprisingly he is still a member, but those comments
still stick with him. We state that we support all riders,
but sometimes the Harley bias still shines through. 2.
A large percentage of non-ABATE members think
that ABATE is only concerned about the helmet law.
After more than 20 years, most of them don’t care
about the helmet law. And 3. ABATE doesn’t seem to
support any sport bike activities.

The discussion included relatively new and long
term members, all of whom attend our meetings. We
all want ABATE to prosper. To have political influ-
ence takes large amounts of money or a large, active
membership. Where do we go from here? We are lis-
tening and thinking.

Tires down, Tank up. Larry

Local #11 North San Diego County

[ m;#"r
ABATE

Loesd 19

Hey all from Local 11 North County San Diego! Missed
a couple of meetings due to traveling and such. So here we
are in November already. Damn time flies when you get
old. Relatively small turnout this month

We started off the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Preacher Dick offered a prayer for the veterans currently
deployed and past.

Discussed the Rally at the state capitol. More of an MC
presence, which is a good thing. Congratulations to our Lo-
cal 11 president, Dan Buse, who is now one of three new
Board members. Local 11 is proud to have two of our mem-
bers as Board members, including Mark (Dogman) Castil-
lero.

Prez Dan ran down the events coming up - never a short-
age of events! One of the events Local 11 participates in is
Local 38’s Turkey Run in El Centro on November 22nd,
this is the 27th annual. Take a ride down, purchase a turkey

_ there and a truck will deliver them to the less fortunate

families in the area. Flyer in the November Bailing Wire.

Tim Clark gave us the treasurer’s report. No COC report
this month. Dave Connors gave us the Regional rep report
on judicial issues. Check out the website. www.nationalli-
bertyalliance.org.

Also thanks again to the Escondido Moose Lodge 1874
for allowing us to have our meetings and upcoming events
there.

Happy Holidays, Gary Elliott and Family

Local #17 Solano & Napa Counties

Our hearts are heavy with sadness due to the loss of two
of the Local’s most influential members. Tom Watson and
Frank Guzzo both passed within a day of each other in
early November, both leaving a legacy of leadership and
dedication to ABATE. (Pictures on page 9)

Tom was a long time ABATE member, a past Presi-
dent of Local 17, soft-spoken, but passionate about biker’s
rights. Frank, also a past President of Local 17, was intense,
outspoken, but he made people think, and inspired many of
the members. They will be missed by all that knew them.
Ride in heaven, brothers; you have earned your place there.

ABATE Local 17 is continuing to grow and be active in
the biker community. At the current time we have over 250
members and 22 business members. We are closely moni-
toring the legislative process, always vigilant for anything
that affects our rights to ride. The Unification Rally in Sac-
ramento in October was well attended and a large group
from the Solano County area was able to participate.

With the Holiday Season, toy runs abound, and the Local
is preparing for their Toy Run on December 7, which this
year begins at the Moose Lodge and ends in downtown for
the first time in many years.

We are preparing for our Freeze Your Ass Off Run, with
a tentative date in early March; and also our Poker Tourna-
ment, a major fundraiser for our Local.

With colder and damper weather, we encourage every-
one to be careful out there. The roads are slick, visibility
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can be reduced significantly, and a lot of cagers don’t pay
attention. Always ride defensively, and make sure you
have an escape route! Ride Safe, Ride Free! Shauna.

Local #20 Orange County

The temperature dipped down to the mid 60s, which
may have kept people home as we only had 30 attendees
which included six guests.

The first order of business was voting for Local 20 Of-
ficers for the New Year. The results are the same as last
year: President/Treasurer: Gill Mellen, Vice President:
Paul Yerardi, PAC: Spike, Membership Administration:
Moonie and Secretary: Leenie.

We then planned our Christmas dinner for next month’s
meeting on December 9th. We all agreed that we would
purchase turkey with all the fixins from Stater Bros and
Andy will pick up the dinners and bring a Honey Baked
Ham. Then Gregg from the Azraels M/C handed us
$100.00 to help pay for the dinner so ABATE 20 will also
pitch in $100.00 and that will cover the cost of the meals
and we all eat free.

We then moved on to Yosemite. Officials have an-

nounced that they are planning on raising the fee to
enter the park and the biggest increase seems to be for
motorcycles which will be $15 for individual and $25

for motorcycles. We all need to write, email and call
our local representatives as well as email progers@
mercurynees.com and yose_ planning@nps.gov and
mail to Superintendent at PO Box 577 Yosemite, CA
95389 Attn: Proposed Fee Increase. Please do so as
soon as possible.

Bruce Ledyard would have been the winner of the
$33 we have in the dollar draw but he was not at the
meeting so the money rolls over to next month when
we just keep drawing names until we get a winner.

Submitted by Leenie

Local #23 San Bernardino

Well it is that time of year again — Changing of the
Guards. After many years of being President of Lo-
cal 23 Kevin Sorrell has stepped down. Kevin and his
wife Bea, have been very active members of ABATE
over the years. They have had many fundraising events

at their home and have attended many ABATE rallies.
They have supported ABATE in many ways. They have
planned mystery rides, coordinating motorcycle games
at different events, and burned burgers just to name a
few. Thank you so much for all your hard work Kevin
and Beal!

Ed Pelton will be the new President of Local 23. Ed
has been riding motorcycles since he was young. He
grew up in Palm Springs and now resides in Rialto. You
may have seen Ed’s motorcycle at the Southern Califor-
nia Regional Rally 2014, where he won “Best Custom
bike” and “Best in Show”. He is also the current Horse-
shoe Tournament Champion of the Southern California
Regional Rally 2014.

Ed will be supported by his newly elected Vice Presi-
dent, Mark Loudermilk, aka Bosco. He has been instru-
mental in creating a Facebook page for Local 23. He also
has some great ideas about promoting ABATE and get-
ting new members. His energy and ideas are refreshing.

Tammy Odell will be the new Secretary and Treasur-
er. Tammy has been around for a couple of years now
and has been promoting ABATE at many events. She
has also coordinated vendors for the Southern California
Regional Rally for the last two years. She is an Event
Planner who puts on the “TaTa” Breast Cancer events to
raise money for wigs for women who have lost their hair

L from the cancer fighting treatments.

ABATE Local 23 has started a monthly “Bike Nite.”
It is on the Second Thursday of the month from 7-9 pm
at Demetri’s Burgers, 21900 Barton Rd., Grand Terrace.
We have raffle prizes, bike games, and music. The food
is great and priced right. The next one will be on No-
vember 13, and then on December 11, 2014.

Hope to see more people attending and supporting
ABATE. Tammy Odell.
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2014 ABATE of California Freedom Fightelé Nominations — and Why they have been recommended for

Nick Benson Sr.

I nominate Nick: for His excellent work & results in the
anti-helmet bill for side x sides.

I nominate Nick: He has been continually researching
candidates and all the bills that can affect motorcyclists
and questions everything until he gets some good an-
swers. This takes a lot of dedication. He has also willingly
volunteered to do the secretary of ABATE’s job on the
Board of Directors, so that ABATE can be more effective
in doing its role.

He always is willing to answer my questions and has
been instrumental in motivating me to be more involved.

I would like to nominate Nick Benson Sr.: for Freedom
Fighter of the Year because he is the one who seems to be
moving the most for the last year, he’s more of a blur than
a solid figure these days, no pun intended or that could be
my old eyes too. His formation of the Off-Road coalition
is some welcome thinking as well.

Nominated by Jim S., Dogman & H.R.

Lee “Sporty” Milligan
I officially nominate Sporty. Through all his pain, trau-

ma, stress and surgery procedures Sporty has stayed on
top of his tasks for ABATE - talk about frk’n DEDICA-
TION! Nominated by Ruby.

Ernie “Godfather” Dorsey
I nominate Godfather for Freedom Fighter of the year.
For every year that I have known him (over 20!), he has

his year’s award.

made every statewide run, worked without any com-
plaints, did not only what was asked of him but WAY be-
yond. He has rarely missed the gathering at the Capitol
steps. Several others might be more eloquent in praising
him but few with as much heartfelt thanks as I have. He
helped guide me on the path to fighting for our rights as
much as anyone. Currently, Godfather is the Local 40
President, and even without holding that title, he has been
instrumental in keeping Local 40 active for many years.
Nominated by Teach & Sporty

Greg “Coach” Coppes
I nominate Greg Coppes (Coach) for Freedom Fighter
of the Year. This man has gone to the Capitol for the mo-
torcycling committee, was instrumental in getting the
anti-profiling bill at the capitol, he has always been there
for every motorcyclist for whatever they needed, and he
always told the truth. His integrity is impeccable and he

has my respect. Nominated by “Big Ray”.

Glenn Phillips
Glenn Phillips has served as President of ABATE Lo-

cal 17 for 3 terms and has already volunteered to serve a
4th term. He came into the presidency under some dif-
ficult conditions, but through his outstanding leadership
our Local has met the challenges and was able to become
a stronger organization. Glenn’s skills as a spokesman for
ABATE has brought in several new members to our orga-
nization. He won the 2013 membership drive and is in line
to win the award for 2014. Glenn has worked tirelessly
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Ballot for Freedom Fighter for the year 2014

You can only vote for ONE

Nick Benson Sr.

Lee “Sporty” Milligan
Ernie “Godfather” Dorsey
Greg “Coach” Coppes
Glenn Phillips

Marty Rapp

Chuck Pedersen
Douglas S. Van Raam
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James Lombardo

Membership #:

Member Name:

Local #

For couple Memberships: Member Name #2:

must be filled in. If you are voting for the same person put a second check mark by
the name. If you are not voting for the same person then use a separate ballot.

Rules are:

Ballots MUST BE RECEIVED AT the State Office by DECEMBER 12™.

IF you are snail mailing YOUR Ballot, it Must be POSTMARKED BY DECEMBER

10™.

IF you can scan your ballot and then email it — Email it to Bailing.wire@abate.org In

the subject line write the word BALLOT.

IF you can fax your ballot — FAX it to 760/956-6519 (No Cover sheet required).

Ballots will not be counted IF they are Anonymous votes, or not a current member of

ABATE.

planning and organizing Local 17’s events. This has proven
to be very successful. Through his leadership, Local 17 has
been able to contribute substantial amounts of money to the
state ABATE treasury. Glenn has attended all the quarterly
state Board and PAC meetings during his presidency. By
attending these meetings, he has kept the Local up to date
on important issues and listens to the membership on their
views and comments. Glenn has also kept in communica-
tion with other motorcycle rights groups and motorcyclists
and has maintained a respectful and positive relationship.
He is a very honest person and a great asset to ABATE. He
is a positive and generous leader and always has ABATE’s
best interest at heart. Nominated by Ron V. & Bill M.

Marty Rapp

This letter is to inform you that the members of
ABATE Local 29 are nominating Marty Rapp (Local 29
President) as the 2014 Freedom Fighter.

Marty is an unselfish wealth of motorcycle and motor-
cycle riding knowledge. He is an MSF Rider Coach and
Instructor. There he is informing all the new riders the
laws and freedoms that we have.

Marty rides every day. He has in excess of 180,000
miles on his 2002 Harley Davidson Electra Glide. He
has made several cross country trips. He exercises our
freedoms every day and everywhere he goes. He is al-
ways spreading the word and promoting ABATE.

Every year ABATE Local 29 puts on a poker run in
Laughlin, held at the Aquarius Casino. We call it the Pot
of Gold run. Marty maps out the run every year and then
pre-rides the route to ensure that it is safe prior to run.

Marty attends the risk management meetings. During
our monthly meetings Marty schools the group on what
freedoms we have and which ones are in the works and
how to vote. Marty has worked tirelessly keeping our
Local going even when the membership was low. He be-
lieves in the ABATE 100% and does not want to see it
die or go away.

It is time for Marty Rapp to get the recognition he so
deserves and rates.

Regards, Ed Folts, Local 29 V.P.

Chuck Pedersen

I nominate Chuck Pedersen for Freedom Fighter of the
Year. Not only did Chuck take on the role as Legislative
Director this year, he has also been Local 3’s President
for many years. He took on Local 13 this year when they
were ready to fold, welcoming them as Local 3/13. It has
been a great collaboration. He is passionate about fight-
ing for our motorcycle rights, and this is why I nomi-
nate him as Freedom Fighter of the Year. Nominated by
Aaron H.

Douglas S. Van Raam

I nominate myself, Douglas S. Van Raam. Partly be-
cause I spent $1,740 for a filing fee in order to stand up to
Democrat Mike Thompson in CA (U.S. Representatives)
District 5. They could not even find a Republican any-
where near here to do that. It is a tough job but somebody
has to do it. Unfortunately there was another Indepen-
dent from Napa who managed to beat me by 3,000 votes
and make it to the General Election. Another part is for
my courage to stand up and fight Martinez City Council
on their bad decision making and policies too. Not mo-
torcycle related, but freedom fighting none the less.

James [Lombardo

I realize that Jim is ABATE’s paid Lobbyist. In the past,
there have been times when we didn’t have the resources to
pay him on time but to my knowledge he never allowed that
to affect the work he did for us. I think we always squared
with him but that isn’t the point. He always has his ear close
to the ground listening to the scuttlebutt circulating the
Capitol concerning “biker issues”.

But through it all he remains a stalwart and dedicated
member (for 21 plus years) an advocate, if you will for
ABATE of California.

His list of accomplishments are truly impressive, to
name a few: Handlebar height, ban on sport bikes, remov-
ing smog checks for motorcycles, etc. Absolutely, others
have been involved and worked hard for those wins but Jim
was and is on the front line spearheading those endeavors.
There are many others equally deserving of this honor but,
Jim is my nomination for Freedom Fighter of the year. Just
my opinion. Respectfully, Tom L.
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Hourly Prize Drawmgs
Vendors @ Food & Beverages Available
Cash Prize for Largest Group Participation Sign In
Best Decorated Bike Award @ Ride In Bike Show
($5.00 per Bike, Bikes must be entered before 11am)

M.C. & D.J. Services rr‘nwded by Mike Morris of Stompbox Entertainment
Music provided by The Pack

Sunday December 7th, 2014 10am to Zpm

at the Ontario Elks Lodge 1150 WwW. 41‘h ST. Ontario, CA
Ride in or walk in, Just come IN! Event will be held rain or shine.

Minorsmustbeaccompaniedbylegalguwardian
Trhe 2ECH Aol
TOY RUN
@ik Entry Fee Donation: $8.00 plus
One new unwrapped toy per guest.
| @ik Event Info: Mike You 5% (951) 206-0703

Run Pinswhilesuppliexlast!

10 FrwySan Bernardino —

San Bernardino / 4th

15 Frwy

57 Frwy

myoung49&aol.com
Lela Spencer - (951) 321-9404
lelaspencer410@yahoo.com

Lucas De&Graaf - (909) 247-4591
@R Vendor Info: lucasdegroaf®@msn.com

Mountajn Ave,

Central Ave

$an Bernardino
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All active Military receives free admission with 1. .D.
Seeotherside fordonation information

Help Pomona Valley Harley Owners Group
and ABATE 19
: make a child’'s Christmas brighter by

sponsoring a bicycle and helmet for our 5
_ 2014 Toy Run. *
* A bicycle and helmet costs $43.00; however :
we will accept donations in any amount.
. The Toy Run will be held on December 7" @_

Toys collected at the Toy Run, as well as your
donation, will benefit Santa Claus, Inc.

Donation
amount:

Make checks pavable to: Ginger Hughes
Mail to: Toy Run 2014 *

c/o Ginger Hughes

Thank yvou for your support!
Donor's name:

1916 VV. Lufkin St

Viiaest Covina, CA 91790
For more information about donations, contact
Ginger Hughes, Toy Run Treasurer, at

S26-252-2030 or ga.hughes@verizon.net

x P BN _H£= u T H=

See other side for event information.
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Pac/ Ireasurer’s
Report

PAC Treasurer’s Report

by Dave Hastings, Treasurer

This will be the last PAC report for 2014 and I
want to thank everyone who contributed financially,
worked a campaign, and took the time to vote this
year. I'm sure Jim Lombardo, our Lobbyist, and
Chuck Pedersen, our Legislative Director, will bring
us all up to date on our successes and failures in the
November election cycle and I sincerely hope your
candidate was successful in their political quest.

Now more importantly to ABATE PAC is we
need to keep every politician accountable to us and
their promises during their upcoming term of office.
ABATE PAC has been very successful in getting
our people elected and we need to continue to help
our friends and keep a watchful eye on those who
do not support our motorcycle lifestyle. Vigilance
is the first step in prevention and we have learned
the hard way it is much easier to stop a bad piece of
legislation than remove it once it becomes law. Keep
your eyes and ears wide open and help ABATE PAC
help you. Keep us informed! Don’t just assume we
already know or have the information you have access
to. Communication is preventative medicine in the po-
litical arena and we need your help to prevent bad mo-
torcycle legislation from ever seeing the light of day.

2015 looks like it might be a very busy year for
ABATE PAC so let’s all get some rest from the cam-
paign battles and get ready to gear up for next year.
Until then, “THANKS TO ALL THAT DO, AND TO
THOSE THAT DON’T, PLEASE TRY TO!”

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

By Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan,
Membership Chairman

Hi all! Greetings! This is the final report of the
year. What should I say that has not been said
before? 1 could once again remind you that we
will announce the winners of the Membership
Drive at our first Board of Directors meeting in
January 2015. I could again say that when you
get members you also need to keep those mem-
bers through renewals so our organization can
continue to grow. Finally I could announce that
I plan to be your Membership Chairman for year
2015, if you will again have me fill the position.

I need some ideas from the membership to help
grow ABATE. I have asked for suggestions re-
garding new and better ways to get members and
to keep the renewals. It’s up to you and me to do
this. You can reach me at my email sportymil-
ligan@yahoo.com.

Let’s try real hard to keep renewals and get
more members for the year 2015. The effort we
put into this will be a project that will benefit
YOUR organization.

In closing, I hope to keep the membership at a
level that keeps the ABATE Ship Sailing through
the rough waters we may face.

Regards, Sporty Milligan, Membership Chair-
man.

EVENTS FOR 2014 and 2015

www.abate.org Events Calendar

December 7 — ABATE Local #19 & Pomona Valley H.O.G. Annual Toy Run (Page 8.)

December 7" — ABATE Local 17 — 28" Annual Toy Run (Page 6.)

December 14™ — ABATE Local 1 — Annual Fred Jordon Toy Run — (Contact Sporty for Details 818/361-

8800)

December 20" — ABATE Local #38Imperial Valley Los Nifio’s Toy Run (Page 5.)
Even if you are not an ABATE Member, YOU are WELCOME to attend ABATE Events - Your attendance
and support of these events helps ABATE to continue to represent YOU in our ongoing preservation of

“Freedom of the Road”.

January 10, 2015 — ABATE’s 1% Quarterly meeting of the year (PAC, Presidents/State Officers &
ABATE Board) — American Legion Post, 5646 Corporate Ave; Cypress, CA. 90630.

ABATE Members Please attend, Welcome your new Board of Directors, Find out who the Freedom Fighter
for 2014 will be, who are the 3 Winners of the 2014 Membership Drive, and who will be your State Officers
for 2015. And if for no other reason, come and take part in the camaraderie of like-minded Members of your
organization. Meeting times will be posted on our website, when available.

All event flyers that have been received are also on ABATE’s website Event Calendar — can be downloaded

and printed in a PDF format —

ABATE LOCALS — Don’t Forget To Get Your Event Insurance, contact the ABATE State Office.
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ABATE “Brothers & Sisters”

Our hearts are heavy with sadness due to the loss of two of the Local’s most
influential members. Tom Watson and Frank Guzzo both passed within a day of
each other in early November, both leaving a legacy of leadership and dedication

Lostin 2014
Robert “Jus’ Bob” Baker, Local 5;
Debbie Caballero, Local 17;
Gypsy Cantu, Local 22;
Michael Decker, Local 6;

Brian Gabel, a.k.a. “Creeper”, ABATE Locals 8 & 20;

Frank Guzzo, Local #17,

Jim Hilton, Local 27;

James Jungwirth, Local 9;

Bob Kelly, Local #17;

Mike McMullen, Local #13;

Timothy Edward Rodgers, Local #48;
Tom “Duck” Russo, Local 27;

Tom (Thomas A.) Watson, Local #17;
Rest In Peace, May they ride Forever Free.

to ABATE.

D" W

Tom was a long time ABATE member, a past President of Local 17, soft-spo-
ken, but passionate about biker’s rights. Frank, also a past President of Local
17, was intense, outspoken, but he made people think, and inspired many of the
members. They will be missed by all that knew the