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Executive Director’s Report

by Dave Hastings,
Executive Director

It’s hard to believe we’re halfway through our 
summer riding season already and autumn is waiting 
around the next curve in the road. If we can trust 
the weather people we are supposed to be heading 
into an El Nino weather pattern this fall and they are 
predicting above average rainfall here in southern 
California. So, assuming they are correct, which 
rarely happens it seems, we should be getting in all 
of the riding time we can now before the rain comes 
down and we need our rain gear for the rest of the 
season. There’s no doubt we need rain, but it sure 
makes riding a lot more work and the wet streets and 
poor visibility will often increase the accident rate for 
our riders. Plan now to check your lights, tires, and 
rain gear and maybe even update your riding skills 
to get ready to ride through whatever Mother Nature 
decides to throw at us. We want you safe and sound 
and always having fun out there on the highway this 
season regardless of the road conditions!

Very rarely lately have we seen any good news 
about motorcycle riders, so I want to give a “Thumb’s 
Up” to Johnny Wolf, aka “Diesel”, who is President 

of Dynasty M/C and gives back to his community by 
coaching kid’s sports teams. Diesel played baseball 
and football all the way through college and later he 
competed in and trained mixed martial arts fighters as 
the owner of four MMA gyms. Diesel says he doesn’t 
remember all of his teachers but he never forgot any 
of his coaches.

As his way of giving back Diesel now coaches 
youth football and baseball teams in his community. 
Diesel coached two baseball teams this year, a Junior 
90’s team of 14 year olds and a AAA team of 10 year 
olds. Both of his teams finished in first place and his 
AAA “Royals” won their League Play-off and the 
Tournament of Champions. This is the first time that 
has ever happened in the history of the league.

Coaching requires no less than 15 hours a week of 
Diesel’s time and when he’s not coaching he continues 
to give back by performing maintenance work on 
the fields, keeping score books, or cleaning up and 
properly disposing of trash and debris at the field sites.

When Diesel started his M/C club he made a 
list of priorities for himself, his members, and their 
families, and those values and priorities have served 
him, his club, and his community well.

I would like to say “Thank You” from ABATE of 
California for your dedication to motorcycling and for 
making such a positive impact on the kids and families 
of your community.

ABATE knows our motorcycle riders come 
from all walks of life and many of them have made 
a beneficial impact on their communities. I think it’s 
about time ABATE uses some of our news articles to 
“educate” the general public and make them aware 
of the talent, dedication, and hard work our riders 
perform in the communities they live in and visit. If 
you know of someone else who deserves an accolade 
please contact me and I will do my best to give them 
the recognition they deserve for their hard work in our 
home towns.

Johnny Wolf aka “Diesel”



What is ABATE?
ABATE is a motorcyclists’ rights organization (not 

a club) dedicated to preserving freedom of choice 
and freedom of the road, with emphasis on educa-
tion and safety. Our members are active in programs 
for public awareness and motorcycle safety, and in 
supporting many types of charity events.

Included with an ABATE membership are a sew-
on patch, membership card, and our monthly news-
letter THE BAILING WIRE. There are no special 
requirements for joining aside from an interest in 
promoting motorcyclists’ rights and safety with pay-
ment of the appropriate fees.
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Lobbyist’s Report

by James Lombardo, Lobbyist
The Legislature is finally out on Summer Re-

cess! Before heading out for a month-long vaca-
tion, the Legislature acted on many bills! One 
piece of legislation important to us, however, 
they postponed until next year! AB 51 by As-
semblyman Bill Quirk, that would codify mo-
torcycle lane splitting, was made into a two-year 
bill.

After numerous meetings with ABATE and 
other rider groups, Quirk put AB 51 over until 

NEXT YEAR! He said he wanted to continue 
to meet with the motorcycle rider groups to see 
if he can work out the problems in his bill. As 
more discussions took place, doubts also began 
to surface about how, or if, the law could be ef-
fectively and safely enforced by (also lane split-
ting) law enforcement officers.

One of the bills that continues to make its way 
through the Legislature, as this article is writ-
ten, is Assemblyman Mike Gatto’s ABATE-
endorsed AB 8 that would, among other impor-
tant things, use the freeway message signs to 
assist in apprehending alleged hit and run driv-
ers. I spoke in support of the measure, on July 
14, and AB 8 passed out of the Senate Public 
Safety Committee with ABATE’s help.

Governor Brown has called a Special Legis-
lative Session to work on raising funding to fix 
the road repair problems, accumulated over de-
cades, that so many of us are aware of as high-
way travelers. There are many proposals for the 
fixes and I am watching them very closely to 
see how the expected tax increases will affect 
us as motorcyclist users of the state’s streets 
and highways!

Thank you for the continued support of the 
dedicated Lobbyist Fund to keep me in the 
Capital fighting for your rights!

Mission Statement
	 ABATE of California is committed to protect and promote the interests of the 

motorcycle community. ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the individual rights 
and liberties of all riders thru political and legislative action. ABATE promotes mo-
torcycle safety through education, training and public awareness. 

ABATE of California now has their off road division up and running!
Join on Page 11



ABATE OF CALIFORNIA, INC.
American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education

10240 7th Ave
Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org

info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published 

monthly with printed issues bimonthly by ABATE 
of California, Inc., with corporate mailing address 
at 10240 7th Ave. Hesperia CA 92345.  All issues 
are on our web site abate.org. All editorials, 
membership and advertising is to be sent to the 
corporate mailing address. Circulation: 5,500 
bimonthly. 

	
Written articles are the opinions of the  

authors and not necessarily the opinion of 
ABATE of California. Editor reserves the right 
to edit any copy.

EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk

Assistant Tina Sanders
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS
Carol Cromwell & Caroline Griffith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nick Benson Sr and John “Rooster” Lowe & Gill 

Mellen
COLUMNISTS

Bill Bish, Sporty Milligan, Jim Lombardo, Dave 
Hastings, Norm E. Newiger & Craig Griswold.

DEADLINES
All run flyers and ad copy will be camera ready. 

Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication for 
ALL material for publication. 
Business Card size	 $15.00/Mo	 $150.00/YR
Business Card with color	 $20.00/Mo	 $200.00/YR
Super-Size Business Card with color $250.00 Yearly only

A Super-Size Business Membership includes Business 
card on our website with a web link to your business.
ALL Yearly rates Includes a Business membership to 
ABATE Of California.

Business Memberships include two persons at the same 
mailing address, and a display plaque for the first year. 
Business cards need to be mailed to the ABATE State 
Office with membership application and appropriate fee.

Other Business Ads or NON-ABATE Event Flyers Rate:
¼ Page (5”w x 7.8” h)	 $150.00/Mo        $1,500.00/Yr.
½ Page (10”w x 7.8”h)	 $175.00/Mo	 $1,750.00/Yr.
Full Page (10” w x 15.5”h)	$350.00/Mo         $3,500.00/Yr.

Color ads are 25% extra. 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  SPECIAL
$125 - One Year Business Member Listing, Couple 
Membership and Display Plaque. Add $75 per year 
for color business card.

ABATE of California Inc. neither endorses 
nor promotes the services of any particular 
Law Firm. We are committed to working with 
all MROs including NCOM, MRF, AMA, 
MMA, BOLT and any other motorcycle rights 
organization that strengthens our lobby on 
legislative issues and on motorcycle safety.

Donations to ABATE Of California 
are not deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes. However, dues and fees 
may qualify as business expenses and 
may be deductible in limited circum-
stances subject to various restrictions 
imposed by the Internal Revenue 
Code.

ABATE “Brothers & Sisters” 
Lost in 2015

Frank Conard, Past President of Local 22, and a current 
ABATE Member;
Ernie “Godfather” Dorsey, Local 40 President, (passed 

in December 2014);
Sandy (Benjamin) Lake, Local 3/13;
Alan Molineux, Local 44;
Bruce Abbott Waldron, aka Long Distance Rider, Local 

24;
Brian Scott Wassell, aka Briman, Local 2;
Rocky White, Local 17;
Rest In Peace, May they ride Forever Free.

Pac/Treasurer’s 
Report

Color for an ad or flyer is extra and (ad copy, print 
ready) must be submitted showing color. All ads MUST 
be pre-paid for whatever duration you will be running 
the ad. Prices do not include any changes that you may 
want to make to existing ads placed with us.

Ads should be submitted electronically – in a jpg or 
tiff file – email to bailing.wire@abate.org and either 
mail payment to the address below or call with credit 
card number and billing information.

CLASSIFIED Members may advertise in the 
Classified Section at no charge.

PHOTOS
If you have any photos of ABATE 

motorcycle events please send them 
to us. They will be returned if you 
ask. Please include name of event, 
date, sponsor, etc. Must be received 
by the 10th of the month. You can 
email pictures in .jpg file to:	
bailing.wire@abate.org
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by Dave Hastings, PAC Treasurer
This month’s PAC report is going to cover the 

subject that we always seem to be talking about and 
that, as usual, is funding for our various ABATE ac-
counts. The primary account that our organization 
exists off of is our General Fund. This account pays 
for our day to day operating expenses and if it ever 
goes dry ABATE of California and all of our Locals 
will be forced to shut down and then disappear like 
dust in the wind.

The next crucial account is our Lobbyist Fund. 
This account is used to pay our Lobbyist, Jim Lom-
bardo. Jim has represented ABATE for many years 
and is well known in our state capitol for his dedi-
cation to motorcycle rights and motorcycle legisla-
tion. ABATE has been very successful in introduc-
ing and passing motorcycle related legislation and 
our members should be both aware of, and proud of, 
our success and Jim’s service. We have established a 
proven political track record in introducing and pass-
ing “good” bills, and sometimes even “stopping” per-
ceived negative legislation that affects motorcycling 
in California.

Over the years Jim Lombardo has successfully 
advised us and helped us guide our organization 
and our members through the halls of our state leg-

islature and the legislative process. He has been one 
of the main reasons ABATE is respected and well 
known in those capitol hallways and we owe our suc-
cess to Jim’s experience and our members’ dedica-
tion, hard work, and perseverance.

ABATE PAC and our PAC Fund was set up years 
ago so our organization could become politically ac-
tive in California. ABATE of California’s incorpora-
tion documents do not legally allow our organization 
to be politically active, employ a paid Lobbyist, or to 
collect or donate funds to political candidates in Cali-
fornia. That is why we have a registered California 
Political Action Committee (PAC) and comply with 
all of the mandatory California Secretary of State fil-
ings, rules and regulations. Monies deposited in this 
account are used for contributions to state candidates 
and cannot be used for any other purpose.

So, there you have a quick overview of our ABATE 
funding accounts and I’m going to again ask every 
Local and individual ABATE member who can do-
nate to those accounts to please do so. Right now we 
need donations for the Lobbyist and General Funds. 
Our PAC Fund is doing OK at this time because we 
are not in an election year cycle.

I know it seems like we are continuously asking for 
funding, but ABATE does not have a statewide fund-
raiser this year (such as the bike raffle, etc) and fund-
ing has been down from most of our Locals this year. 
At your next meeting ask your Local Officers what 
amount, if any, has been donated to our State Funds 
in 2015 and then discuss if anything more can be sent 
in at this time. ABATE relies heavily on your gener-
osity and donations to keep our State Funds operat-
ing, let’s not allow them to become dust in the wind!

“THANKS TO ALL THAT DO, AND TO THOSE 
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LOCAL   NEWS
Local #01 Los Angeles County

Hi all! Sporty with the Local 1 report. Meeting 
date was July 19th. Started at 9 am at the Elks Lodge 
in Tujunga.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, I gave the opening 
remarks, then encouraged the members to attend the 
3rd quarterly Board of Directors meeting on Satur-
day, July 25th, in Cypress, starting at 8:30 am with 
the meet and greet. Hope you were able to be there.

I also encouraged the members who were due for 
a renewal to re-up their membership. I gave the trea-
sury report and announced that we are still able to 
pay Local 1’s share to the Lobbyists fund. That is a 
good thing!

Next we talked about the Bills AB-51, AB-334 
and AB-8 and what they mean to us in the political 
scheme of things. Questions about these bills were 
asked and answered.

Talked about our members attending ABATE Lo-
cal 2’s Sweaty Buns run on July 26th that starts from 
Simi Valley HD in Moorpark; sign-ins from 9 am to 
10:30 am. Hope to do a group ride.

The State run is coming up in Kernville on Sep-
tember 11th - 13th. I purchased a campsite, which also 
includes two weekend passes. I am offering one of 
the weekend passes and free camping with me to any 
Local 1 member. I am hoping one of the members 
will take advantage of this special offer from me, 
Sporty.

Next Glen C did the membership report. After all 
this comes questions from the members and that con-
cludes the meeting. We adjourn to a nice Elks Lodge 
breakfast that they provide at a nominal cost. Yum!

Regards, Sporty Milligan, ABATE Local 1 Presi-
dent

PS: Keep those renewals flowing back to your Lo-
cals and look out for new members.

Local #02 Simi Valley

The weather is cooking! Delicious BBQ is in the 
air! That’s how Local 2 rolls before our monthly 
meeting! Thanks to our volunteer cooks, Frank and 
Ken, for your hard work. We serve a great $5.00 meal 
of burgers and hot dogs with all the fixin’s you can 
think of. I did see fruit and hot links as part of this 
great deal. We also have a great bar so you can get 
your favorite beverages within talking distance. We 
start serving our dinner at 6:45 pm and our meeting 
starts at 7:30 pm. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
the month at VFW Post 10049, 4242 East Los Ange-
les Street in Simi Valley.

Pres Guy got our meeting going with the Pledge of 
Allegiance then introduced us to the new Post Com-
mander, Commander Mary. She talked about the fa-
cilities and was grateful that we get to use them. She 
said that she and her husband are riders as well. She 

invited us to the many events that the Post does. It 
is great that she and the VFW appreciates what we 
do because after all is said and done, it’s about our 
freedom and rights!

Pres Guy talked about our Sweaty Buns Run on 
July 26th. We are pretty much set with everything 
and our big offering of ride shirts was another suc-
cess, getting the much needed paid advertisers to 
cover the expense.

President Chuck from Local 3/13 brought four 
guests. He talked about all the AB bills and where we 
are at with them. Thanks for your inspiring words!

Our secretary Jane read the minutes, VP Jim talk-
ed about AB 8 and the safety article, and Jane also 
filled in for our treasurer Pat who was on vacation. 
PR Norm talked about the passing of Brian Wassell 
and encouraged everyone to read the Bailing Wire 
on line. Our Ride master Bob talked about our up-
coming Sweaty Buns run and our membership of-
ficer, Frank, talked about our membership.

Tonight the meeting went very quickly. We had a 
great attendance and the camaraderie was great, too. 
It’s always good when other Locals attend other Lo-
cals meetings. This should be an ongoing trend all the 
time. It’s good to see how others handle their meet-
ings and present info. After all it’s about ABATE!

We missed all who couldn’t make the meeting this 
month and hope to see you soon. We are going to 
have a great Sweaty Buns run again this year! With 
all the hard work and dedication that has gone into 
the planning, I know it’s going to be very prosperous 
for ABATE!

Ride safer than last time. PTL norm e.

Local #3/13 Thousand Oaks & Ven-
tura

It’s all about the mission! Early in July, I found and 
shared a post to our Facebook pages, which exempli-
fies our direction. It is a picture of a Pride of Lions, 
males and females, walking toward the camera with 
this caption, “Surround Yourself with Those on the 
Same Mission as You”. Powerful animals on a mis-
sion! I shared it to remind and inspire all of us to 
work together toward the same mission - working, 
riding and contacting legislators for our motorcycle 
riding rights. To that end, our Local 3/13 of Thousand 
Oaks and Ventura County continues to reach out to 
the motorcycle community and to other ABATE Lo-
cals to work together for an even bigger voice.

Our recent Bike Night, held the first Thursday 
of each month at Azar’s Sports Bar & Grill, 2215 
Michael Drive in Newbury Park, enjoyed the atten-
dance of not only many of our members, but some 
of those of a nearby group, Riders United, with their 
President, “Jimmy the Saint”, accompanied by ten or 
more of his members interested in the ABATE mis-
sion. Also a handful other members of local groups 
came by to check out the scene. It was a great night 
and added to our enthusiasm to reach out and invite 
motorcyclists to join our mission!

Last night a few of us from our Local 3/13 attended 
the monthly meeting of nearby Local 2, encouraging 
fellowship, working together, sharing and attending 
each other’s events, and furthering our joint mission! 
Our Prez, California State Legislative Director for 
ABATE of California, Chuck Pedersen, shared with 
the group the current issues and bills being brought 

forth in Sacramento.
Issues we are working on include AB-334 the An-

ti-Profiling Measure; AB-51 involving defining lane 
sharing parameters, and AB-346 involving Full Iden-
tity Checks. Join us in support of these efforts! Get 
involved and write your legislators! Everything we do 
does make a difference.

Our Local 3/13 is always welcoming to new mem-
bers. Bike Nights are held 1st Thursdays of the month, 
7 pm at Azar’s Sports Bar & Grill, 2215 Michael 
Drive in Newbury Park. General Membership Meet-
ings are on the 3rd Thursdays of the month, 7 pm at the 
Elks Lodge, 158 N. Conejo School Road in Thousand 
Oaks. Our Sunday rides are every Sunday, starting at 
Azar’s – kick stands up at 10:30 am.

Come join us and bring your friends! Check us out 
on Facebook at www.Facebook/ABATE313 to follow 
our events and issues. It’s all about the mission! Kath-
lean B.

Local #08 Orange County

We at Local 8 continue to grow and welcome new 
members. We are proud to welcome new comers to 
ABATE and embrace their riding experiences. I was 
remiss writing last month, so I have much to say.

We had a good attendance at the Regional Rally in 
Victorville. And are all looking forward to the State 
run in Kernville - so much so that most of us here 
at Local 8 have our reservations made. We are all 
excited about seeing friends once more that we often 
don’t see other than at these events.

I wanted to let all know, and shout out a big thanks, 
as this girl was the winner of the 50/50 at the Re-
gional Rally. Half of the winnings were given back to 
ABATE and sent to our Lobbyist. Without him much 
of this would not be possible and we appreciate his 
time and passion.

Onward and upward: At our last meeting we dis-
cussed the current bills and our call to action last 
month for AB-8. Thank you to all that contacted peo-
ple in your districts. It’s the call to action that brings us 
closer to our goals. Don’t forget to sign up for Legisla-
tive alerts on the ABATE website to keep informed.

Local 8 is looking forward to attending the Long 
Beach Motorcycle Swap meet in July. We will be 
offloading “treasures”, all for the betterment of 
ABATE. We have had great success in getting the 
word of ABATE out at these events. We stay busy at 
Local 8 “spreadin” the news.

In closing, let’s all remember that it gets hot on the 
road in the summer months - Hydration and Sun-
screen are your friends. Keep safe out there. Local 8’s 
very own Hawgette

Local #11 North San Diego County

Howdy from North San Diego County! We had our 
monthly meeting on Sunday, July 12th, at the Escon-



August 2015					     ABATE  OF  CALIFORNIA   NEWSLETTER	     			       PAGE 5

LOCAL   NEWS
dido Moose Lodge 1874. If you are ever in the area on 
the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1100, please stop by. 
Come early for the Lodge breakfast 0830-1100. See 
Local 11 Facebook page for address and other info.

We started the meeting with the Pledge of Alle-
giance led by Prez Dan Buse, then officer introduc-
tions. We then had a moment of silence for downed 
bikers. There seems to be a rash of road rage inci-
dents against motorcycles. Be careful out there.

The meeting consisted of discussions on several 
topics including the lane splitting issue. AB-51 is 
on hold until the 2016 legislative session. It also ap-
pears there is no change in the movement of AB-334 
the Anti Profiling bill. Still in suspense over (per-
ceived) costs. Dan also ran down the upcoming po-
litical events in the area. He reminded us also of the 
Board of Directors meeting scheduled on July 25th in 
Cypress, California. In other news we discussed the 
“Save the Patch” legal battle with the Mongols and 
the Feds.

Vice President Dick Beckton gave us the rundown 
on upcoming rides and events. There is no shortage 
of activities, to be sure.

Treasurer Tim Clark gave us the financial report. 
We are doing well and the fundraiser helped a lot. We 
are now caught up with our donations to the general 
fund and lobbyist fund.

PAC Rep Mark “Dogman” Castillero answered a 
few questions on how the monies donated to the PAC 
fund are spent. Dogman will be taking over as the 
primary COC meeting liaison and will be backed up 
by VP Dick Beckton.

Until next month, Ride safe, Gary

Local #17 Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Solano & Napa Counties

It was another successful year for our 21st 
Annual Ride-in Bike and 18th Annual Hot Rod 
show! Big thanks again to Iron Steed HD for al-
lowing us to host our event at their business. We 
couldn’t do it without them! A real big thanks 
also goes to the nearly 30 volunteers from the 
Local that make this event even possible!

Special honors go to Bill McBride, Marshall 
Johnson, Toni and Jay Marshall, Dan Fitzgerald 
and Gilbert Camou! Toni, Jay Dan and Gilbert 
stayed to the bitter end to help with the break-
down of all the tables, chairs, tents and gear. 
Thank God cause the Pres was exhausted! I have 
had all positive calls and feedback about this 
year’s event - a first!

There was concern over not having the back lot for 
our cars and trucks BUT - Iron Steed and all our vol-
unteers just made it work by having fewer vendors 
and moving all the show to the front of Iron Steed. 
Things always happen for a reason, as we have al-
ways had the thought to get everyone close together

A special request to say a prayer for the family and 
friends of Rocky White, a 5 year ABATE member 
who recently passed. Rocky had been very ill and not 
doing well for some time. He will be missed by many.

Our next big event is the 4th Annual Texas Hold-
Em Tournament to be held this year on October 24th. 
Please, everyone, get some tickets from Ron and help 
us fill the Moose Lodge with players.

Remember the 16th Annual Sarah Renee Phillips 
Memorial Run on August 29th, too. See Glenn for 
info. Sign-ins are from 8 am to 10 am at Miss Darla’s, 
110 Peabody Rd, Vacaville, 95687. Proceeds go to 
scholarships for local high school students.

Cool mornings turn into hot afternoons, so be sure 
to stay hydrated when you are out riding. Ride safe, 
Ride FREE!

Local #20 Orange County

Spike was not at the meeting tonight so in his 
place, after the Pledge of Allegiance, Gill said 
“God save the Queen” which is what Spike usu-
ally says.

When the meeting began we had 22 mem-
bers and 6 guests, but at the end of the meeting 
Ken Bedley renewed his membership and Yarbi 
“Nacho” Romero, Louie Lopez and Mike Silva 
joined our Local 20.

Gill told us that AB-51, the Lane Splitting bill, 
is currently on hold until 2016.

The 1st Annual “Save the Costa Mesa Alano 
Club” Poker Run & Party will be August 22nd 
at 2040 Placentia Avenue, Costa Mesa and the 
(real) Downed Biker Rally will be October 17th 
at The Cornerstone Church located at 4905 E. La 
Palma Avenue, Anaheim. Unlike other downed 
biker rallies, this one helps any bikers they can, 
regardless of what they ride or if they are a club 
member or an independent, not just members of 
their own club.

Tonight’s draw of $114.00 was won by Nacho. 
The non-politically correct, Gill

Local #23 San Bernardino County

Our next Bike Night will be on August 14th from 
7 - 9 pm. Please see flyer. We have been growing and 
the word is slowly spreading. If you are out for a ride 
then stop by and say hello. We play a few bike games 
and raffle off some cool stuff.

Our annual Chili Cook-Off was a success. The lo-
cal Geezers showed up and took home the 1st place 
trophy for the best chili! Our President, Ed Pelton, 
was the defending trophy holder and lost by only 2 
votes, so it was really close. Cindy Krause won 1st 
place in the dessert contest again this year with her 
mother’s recipe of a strawberry cream cheese pie that 
had everyone coming back for seconds. Kevin Sor-
rell won 1st place with his tasty salsa. Everyone had a 
good time, including our puppy, Buddy, who enjoyed 
making some new friends.

Enjoy your summer and be safe. Tammy Odell

Local #38 Imperial Valley
Hello fellow ABATE members! It’s been quite a 

while since I’ve written one of these, so here goes. 
We had 3 bikes for the 4th of July breakfast ride to 
Descanso - well 4 bikes, when you count Fred and 
Gloria who came 45 minutes later. It was a beautiful 
day for a ride.

The next things coming up are the ABATE State 
Run in Kernville and Local 38’s anniversary party.

We need everyone’s help with the Turkey and Toy 
runs. I am working on donation letters. Speaking of 
donations, Barb and I have attended the last two Lo-
cal 11 meetings. They donated $100 to be a t-shirt 
sponsor, also Dogman donated $100 for his club. 
So already we have $200. We need all we can get to 
make the 18th annual Turkey Run a success. This is 
a very worthy cause. If you do this run once, it will 
become one of your favorite events.

We meet the last Thursday of the month at La Fon-
da Restaurant, 1950 South 4th Street in El Centro at 
6:30 pm. Come to our monthly meeting and we will 
tell you how to get into the State Run and the Local 
38 anniversary party for free - Imperial Valley only!

Before I forget, there is a new bike shop in El Cen-
tro called Fat Daddy’s. Check them out.

Bye for now, Eddie Aranda, Prez Local 38
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RIP BRIAN “BRIMAN” WASSELL
March 6, 1959 – June 28, 2015

It is with great sadness I announce the passing of 
Brian Scott Wassell. Brian was killed in an auto ac-
cident early Sunday morning, June 28, 2015. It was a 
single vehicle accident and he was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

Brian was very well known in the biker communi-
ty, his late father, Richard, had started the Ride Line, 
which Brian re-started with the modern day technol-
ogy of the internet. He did this over the years with 
selfless dedication, going to clubs, organizations and 
events and passing out his card so he could list rid-
ing events on the Ride Line. I was one of Brian’s best 
friends and witnessed him, and helped him, post fly-
ers for many, many years.

Brian was known as “Briman”, he was one of the 

Bruce Abbott Waldron 2/27/35 – 7/1/15

Local 24 Fresno
We lost a 19+ year member on July 1, 2015. Mr. 

Bruce Waldron was a very active member and served as 
our columnist for the Bailing Wire. 

Aside from ABATE, Bruce belonged to Virago 
Star Cruisers and Virago Owners Club. As a member of 
American Motorcyclist Assn. he kept us up to date with 
the happenings in both the State and Federal arenas.

Bruce was an avid long distance motorcycle rider 
and enjoyed many trips into Alaska, Canada and the 
Western United States. Now he can ride with no time table 
and return to those favorite areas. 

We will miss you Bruce. Our condolences to his 
family.

most talented riders I ever knew. He was very safety 
minded and knew all the ins and outs of motorcy-
cling and mechanics, as I had witnessed over the 
years. Brian always had a great smile while doing 
this. The picture of him above was taken during a 
slow ride event at a Sweaty Buns Run for Local 2, of 
which he was a member. Brian won every slow ride 
event he entered, year after year; even in Hollister 
where he was a two time winner.

Brian and I spent many hours designing and talk-
ing about the Ride Line and what to do next, in fact 
my first motorcycle safety article was posted on the 
Ride Line. Over the years I used him many times 
as a consultant because he had such a vast base of 
knowledge of riding experience. He loved to ride, 
whether it was dirt or asphalt he was a master of rid-
ing and always looked for challenges because he was 
very competitive by nature.

Brian was always willing to help anyone, he was 
a great roadside mechanic and would do his best to 
help. He could teach anyone anything about motor-
cycles from how to handle your bike to diagnosing 
what’s wrong with it. He did this as a humbled per-
son, which he was.

Brian will be missed by a lot of people, not only 
from the motorcycle world, but friends from every 
walk that knew him! He was a member of the Live 
Ride Church and was a Live Rider for many years. 
He had a passion for doing the Lord’s work on a Har-
ley!

Brian is survived by his wife, Susan, daughter, 
Holly, and two grandsons, Kevin and Dillon.

Brian, you will be missed by all and still loved by 
all, RIP my brother!

Norm e. Newiger
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It is time to start preparations for 
the 2016 Board Elections – it’s an 
even numbered year – So 6 ABATE 
Members will need to be Elected to 
serve on the Board of Directors for the 
2016-2017 term. Whether they be Re-
elected or Newly Elected is Up to YOU, 
the ABATE Members to nominate a 
Candidate & Vote in the Election!

ABATE has tiered elections – 5 run in the 
odd numbered years and 6 for the even 
numbered years. The 6 current Board 
Members up for re-election are: Nick 
Benson Sr.; Mark “Dogman” Castillero; 
Tom Lubbers; Fred “Sarge” Matthews; 
Lee “Sporty” Milligan and Ed Rogers.

ABATE of California Inc. is a not-for-
profit corporation and your elected 
Board Members are Volunteers, and you, 
the Member, would be considered as a 
“stockholder” have an obligation …
If you are a current ABATE of California 
Member this applies to you:

Membership Rights – The 
membership is the highest authority of 
ABATE and shall be empowered to take 
or direct any action consistent with the 
bylaws of the organization. The specific 
rights of a member in good standing 
(membership dues are current) are:

a)	 To nominate and vote on 
ABATE Local representatives.

b)	 To nominate and vote for the 
State Board of Directors of 
ABATE of California.

If You would like to be a candidate for the 
Board of Directors – you need to send in 

your Candidate Statement no later than the 
15th of September to Bailing.wire@abate.
org (450 words or less) a current picture of 
yourself is nice too, many Members have 
face recognition and are not always able 
to match a name to a face. Send a picture 
in a jpg file (does not need to be big) to the 
same email Bailing.wire@abate.org

And also Time for Nominations for 
the 2015 Freedom Fighter of the Year 
Award.
For the nominations of ABATE’s Freedom 
Fighter for 2015 – it is a difficult task to 
just pick one out of ALL of our ABATE 
Members as each Local, more than likely 
has a person worthy of this distinction 
– so as in any election – write the best 
recommendation you can to convince 
other Members to vote for your nominated 
Candidate!

The BEST thing about ABATE’s elections 
– it isn’t going to be the Candidate that 
spends the most money to get Elected 

– it is UP to YOU the ABATE Member 
to choose the Candidate with the best 
qualifications that YOU want in charge 
of taking care of ABATE Business and 
representing YOU! And then VOTE when 
you receive the Ballot!

And the question that is usually asked 
is: Who has Won the Freedom Fighter 
Awards in the Past? The “official” State-
wide Awards started with the year 1995, 
and there are 2 years that are missing 
(haven’t been able to track down if the 
year was skipped or it just didn’t make it 
to any official recognition).

Here’s the answer: John “Milky” 
Loudermilk; Mike Osborn; John 
Paliwoda; Dave Hastings; Bill Bish; Jean 
Hughes; Leon Dailey; Nancy Nemecek; 
Rex Foreman; Lee “Sporty” Milligan III 
(twice); Beverly Lieswald; “Lil’ David” 
Morena; Cynthia Witthans; John Del 
Santo; Nick Benson Sr.; Ruby Weber and 
for 2014 it was Glenn Phillips.

Attention!!!! ABATE of California Members – It IS 
ELECTION TIME!!!!

(Retired)
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It was another successful year for our 21st Annual Ride-in Bike and 18th An-
nual Hot Rod show! Big thanks again to Iron Steed HD for allowing us to host 
our event at their business. We couldn’t do it without them! A real big thanks also 
goes to the nearly 30 volunteers from the local that make this event even possible!

Special honors got to Bill McBride, Marshall Johnson, Toni and Jay Marshall, 
Dan Fitzgerald and Gilbert Camou! Toni, Jay Dan and Gilbert stayed to

the bitter end to help with the breakdown of all the tables, chairs, tents and 
gear. Thank God cause the Pres was exhausted! I have had all positive calls and 
feedback about this years event (A First!).

There was concern over not having the back lot for our cars and trucks BUT - 
Iron Steed and all our volunteers just made it work by having fewer vendors and 
moving all the show to the front of Iron Steed. Things always happen for a rea-
son,  as we have always had the thoughts to get everyone close together. 

A special request to say a prayer for the family and friends of Rocky White, a 
5 year ABATE member who recently passed. Rocky had been very ill and not 
doing well for some time. He will be missed by many. 

Our next big event is the 4th Annual Texas Hold-Em Tournament to be held 
this year on Oct. 24th. Please all get some tickets from Ron and help us fill the 
Moose Lodge with players.

Remember the 16th Annual Sarah Renee Phillips Memorial Run on August 
29th too. See Glenn for info. Sign-ins are from  8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at Miss Darla’s 
- 110 Peabody Rd, Vacaville, 95687. Proceeds go to scholarships for local high 
school students.

Cool mornings turn in to hot afternoons, so be sure to stay hydrated when you 
are out riding.

Ride safe, Ride FREE! Shauna Manina, Pics by Glenn J. Phillips.

21st Annual Ride-in Bike and 18th Annual Hot Rod show!
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21st Annual Ride-in Bike and 18th Annual Hot Rod show!
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2015 ABATE Events
Events for 2015
www.abate.org and events Calendar to 
download available flyers

ABATE Local 3/13 – Monthly Bike Nights 
– 1st Thursdays of the month – 7:00pm at 
Azar’s Sports Bar & Grill ; 2215 Michael 
Dr; Newbury Park 91320.
ABATE Local 23 – Monthly Bike 
Nights - 2nd Friday of the month 7:00pm 
– 9:00pm at Tam’s Burgers, 180 E 
Baseline Rd; Rialto, CA 92376. For 
more info Contact: Bosco 951/599-5234 
or Tammy 951/970-0176

august 29 – 16TH Annual Sarah Renee 
Phillips Memorial Run – All Proceeds 
benefit Scholarship Fund – Contact 
Glenn Phillips (Local 17 President) 
707/624-6310 for additional details.

September – 11-13 – ABATE State 
Run, Kernville, Frandy Campground 
(See Flyer this issue). Please NOTE: 
Reservations for campsites can ONLY 
be done online www.notoriousent.
net Campsites may be shared with as 
many as will fit in the reserved space 
allotted. 
Weekend passes can be made online 
$10.00 each or at the Gate $15.00 each.

October 4 - - ABATE Local 17 – 
Memorial Ride (Details TBA.)

October 10 – ABATE Local 17 – Annual 
Fall Run (Details TBA.)

October 24 – ABATE Local 17 - Poker 
Tournament (Details TBA.)

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

by Sporty Milligan, 
Membership Chairman
Greetings all! What are you doing to help sustain 

your Local’s membership? Membership is the life 
line of this organization, so I hope you’re trying to 
get more members for your Local and that you’re 
also trying to keep your renewals.

I understand that there are Locals with little sup-
port attendance at their monthly meetings. With that 
being said, there are ways to get the members to stick 
with your Local. Presidents and membership chairs: 
It takes effort to do this. How is this accomplished? 
One way is to get your Local’s members’ email ad-
dresses. I have a list of Local 1 members’ email ad-
dresses. I use this for sending meeting reminders, 
info about motorcycle issues that are important and 
the call to actions. When you send these emails out, 
you send them out as “undisclosed recipient”. That 
way your members don’t see each other’s email ad-
dresses.

What if they do not have email? I send out post 
card reminders for the meetings to my members that 
do not have email. The hope here is that by continu-
ing to keep your membership informed on the Local 
level you will see the results at renewal time. Local 
1 has been fairly successful in this matter. We can’t 
keep all the members, but we keep enough to make 
the previous suggestions worth your while. And don’t 
forget your renewal membership trinkets 

I ask again that you continue to look for new mem-
bers. If your Local needs help with membership, 
please email me at: williammilligan285@yahoo.
com and I will try to help you folks.

Regards and good membership signing up, Sporty, 
your Membership Chairman

Off-Roaders - Protect Your Rights - Join Us NOW
Single  ..........................................................................................................................................................$ 40.00
(Membership & patch 1st year / Annual pin for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you when printed)

Family  .........................................................................................................................................................$ 60.00
(Two Memberships & patch 1st year / Two annual pins for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you 
when printed*)

Sustaining Single or Couple ......................................................................................................................$ 100.00
*)

Gold Business .............................................................................................................................................$ 125.00
(Black and white business card in Bailing Wire and printed bailing wire sent to you when printed)

Gold Business w/ Color Ad ........................................................................................................................$ 200.00
(Same as Gold Business but with color business card size ad in Bailing Wire)

Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad ..................................................................................................................$ 250.00
(Same as above but double size color ad, and posted on our web site with a link to your business)

Single Life Membership ............................................................................................................................$ 450.00
(Life Membership patch and member card)

Family Life Membership ...........................................................................................................................$ 650.00
(Two Life Membership patches and member cards)

Our Bailing Wire newsletter is available every month online @ abate.org 
*A printed edition is available every other month.

 Single        Family        Sustaining Single or Couple        Gold Business        Gold Business w/ Color Ad
 Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad        Single Life Membership        Family Life Membership

Name:  _____________________________________________________Name #2: ___________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________ City: _________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______________

Phone: _________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________

Visa / MC #: ________________________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

I would like to donate $_______________ to the General Fund   /   PAC Fund   /   Lobbyist Fund
Mail To:  ABATE of California; 10240 7th Avenue, Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

Tel  (760) 956-1669  •   Fax  (760) 956-6519   •   Questions?  Contact  nick@abate.org   or   dave@abate.org

10240 7th Ave. • Hesperia, CA 92345
Tel: (760) 956-1669 • Fax: (760) 956-6519

www.abate.org

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road” MEMBERSHIP FORM

(REV. 11/12)  •  PR PRINTING (909) 387-0717

A Union of  Motorcylists
     ABATE of California, a leading organization in protecting motorcycle rights in California, is excited to announce the opening 
of our “Off-Road”
     Recently the off-road community was caught totally off guard by the passage of Assembly Bill 1595 that severely impacts 
the ability to modify and use “upgraded” off-highway side-by-side vehicles. 
     AB 1595 prohibits the use of (approved/sanctioned racing style) seat belt harnesses, prohibits the addition of full roll cages, 
and requires mandatory helmet use in these and ONLY these vehicles. 
     Portions of this law go into effect on January 1, 2013 and all parts of the law will be enforced on July 1, 2013. AB 1595 will 
have an immediate and very negative impact on side-by side safety and prevent the use of many of these family recreational 
vehicles that have been upgraded with additional safety equipment. 
     Please join ABATE of California in our quest to repeal this poorly written legislation and help us restore the rights of side-
by-side owners statewide who use these vehicles for safe and responsible family off-road recreation.  
     Your annual membership will help us retain a full time lobbyist to watch out for future negative off-road legislation.  With 
everyone’s help, we can beat these laws, without your help, we could lose all of our off-road freedoms.  Join us now!

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road”

November 21 – ABATE Local 38 – 
Annual Turkey Run (Details TBA.)

December 6 – ABATE Local 17 – Toy 
Run (Details TBA.)

December 19 – ABATE Local 38 – An-
nual Toy Run (Details TBA.)

If you have a date for your event, and no 
details you may still submit your dates 
so others can pencil it in on their social 
calendar. Then submit your flyer in time 
for the Bailing Wire and to be posted on 
ABATE’s website.

ALL ABATE Events must have event 
insurance – contact the ABATE State 
Office for information.
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by Norm e. Newiger
Hot Weather is Fun!

Yes it is that time of the year – HOT, HOT, HOT! 
July through September cooks in So Cal and with our 
water shortage and sweltering weather we do have to 
be cautious about riding in certain areas. From the 
hot black asphalt in the valleys to the deserts low and 
high you can cook yourself and/or your bike - fast! I 
sometimes ride in the San Fernando Valley and that 
asphalt gets so hot it softens up somewhat, and all 
that oil and engine crap in the middle of the lane gets 
gooey and very slippery, so watch out!

I’m doing a little re-write on this subject to refresh 
everyone who reads this. Age is a major factor with 
any type of heat wave, whether you are riding or just 
out enjoying the summer months. If you or any of 
your riding buddies are in the so called senior years 
you have to watch yourself or them and vice versa - 
the buddy system. It is a known fact that the elderly, 
as well as infants and children, are more susceptible 
to heat related illnesses. This also includes adults 
who are under many different types of treatments or 
have a chronic illness.

Have you ever been riding in hot weather and 
started to feel lightheaded, a little faint, or maybe 
tired and/or weak all of a sudden? How about get-
ting a headache or hallucinating as well? If so, any 
of these conditions could lead you into making a life 
threatening decision for you and/or a friend! Riding 
in hot weather (90+ degrees) can be a challenge to 
your body without you knowing it.

Your body has natural means of regulating its own 
temperature, but failure to do so in the face of extreme 
heat is called Heat Stroke! Depending on the sever-
ity it could lead to organ damage and possible death. 
Everyone is susceptible. It doesn’t matter if you are 
in a desert, jungle, mountains or in your backyard! It 
doesn’t matter if you’re walking, jogging, doing yard 
work, working out doors or even riding your bike. 
You could be in the shade or on a hot tin roof, Heat 
Exhaustion can and does happen - real quick if you’re 
not paying attention to your body. Heat waves result 
in more deaths in the USA than hurricanes, torna-
does, floods, lightning, and earthquakes combined.

Here are some examples of possible Heat Exhaus-
tion/Heat Stroke symptoms: Headache, nausea, mus-
cle cramps, profuse sweating, dizziness, confusion, 
exhaustion, high body temperature, rapid heart beat, 
dry skin and hallucinations. Some symptoms can be 
more prevalent than others, everybody’s body is dif-
ferent, and the location where you are plays a part, 
too. You also have to factor in your medical condi-
tion. Certain medications you are on play a big roll in 
how your body re-acts to hot weather. For example: 
I have a thyroid issue and riding in hot weather is a 
big deal to me.

Heat Exhaustion can progress to Heat Stroke when 
the body’s temperature regulation fails. The affected 
individual develops a change in mental status, be-
comes confused, lethargic and may have a seizure, 

the skin stops sweating and the body temperature 
may exceed 106 F (41 C). This is a life threatening 
condition and emergency medical attention is need-
ed immediately.

If you, or someone you are with, are experienc-
ing any of these symptoms here’s what you should 
do: Get yourself or the person into a cool shady area 
or an air conditioned building, remove clothing to 
include boots and socks and apply cool water to the 
skin or, if possible, a cool bath or shower. Possibili-
ties are endless but sometimes you have to use what 
you have where you are. Even a cool concrete floor 
helps. You can accelerate body cooling by using a 
fan to blow cool air on the person. Drinking cool 
water will help with hydration and certain sports 
drinks can help as well.

Riding in hot weather above 90 degrees can be 
dangerous if not properly addressed. You could be 
riding and not notice any sweat on your arms or 
head, but you have to think about evaporation as you 
ride (remember dry skin). You could be blow dry-
ing yourself at any speed and this is very misleading 
to your brain because other symptoms may happen 
in due time when you think everything is all right. 
Wearing shorts, no helmet, or no shirt will not make 
you any cooler than if you were fully dressed. In 
fact it’s better if you know you are sweating than not 
knowing, i.e. you sweat because your body is trying 
to cool down and now you know it. At this point you 
can make a decision to prevent Heat Exhaustion or 
Heat Stroke.

If you, or anyone riding with you, feel unsure 
about yourself or another person, always call 911 as 
the severity of Heat Exhaustion may be unknown at 
the time and it’s better to be safe than sorry.

Hot weather truths or myths, for example:
#1 – Mesh gear will keep you cooler: Yes and no is 

the right answer! Mesh gear will keep you cooler to 
a certain degree and provide just a little relief from 
the heat if the temperate zone is in the 80s, but in the 
90s it’s a different story. Riding in temperatures in 
the 90s won’t provide any cool options with which 
your thyroid can work with (your thyroid regulates 

your body temperature). While riding in temperatures 
at about 90 plus degrees you need some skin surface 
moisture (sweat) and some air. Remember this, lots 
of hot air and no skin moisture is potentially a very 
bad thing that can happen to anyone. It could lead to 
dehydration and or Heat Exhaustion/Heat Stroke. As 
you ride with mesh type clothing on your body, the air 
is quickly wicking away any moisture coming to the 
surface of the skin which will leave you dry and hot!

#2 - While riding with no shirt or sleeveless type 
clothing and no helmet will not keep you cooler (you 
see this all the time - mostly male riders), it could pro-
mote dehydration and Heat Exhaustion faster. Plus, 
you can get sun burnt and this will raise your body 
temperature as well. Keeping your skin covered will 
help reduce the chances of skin cancer down the road 
if in fact you do this quite often. Sweating is good, 
moisture is released through the surface of your skin 
and transfers excess heat away from you via the need-
ed air flow.

# 3 – Will a cool wet neck tie or wrap cool me down? 
Yes and No is partially correct but No is truer! While 
riding in real hot weather a neck tie/wrap cools you 
down just a little bit and it might feel good but your 
body is still hot - the body’s core is what is really hot, 
from your shoulders to your waistline. If your body’s 
core is hot and I mean Hot then the blood moving to 
all your extremities is overheated. You need relief at 
the core not your neck! An evaporative type of cool-
ing vest that allows you to control airflow will assist 
your thyroid and body with keeping your blood at a 
far more acceptable temperature than any type of wet 
neck tie or wrap. Try it, your body will thank you.

# 4 - Can you drink too much water? Yes, drink-
ing a lot of water real fast can make you sick at first, 
so be careful on your intake. You should drink water 
continuously throughout the day. When you are rid-
ing in extreme hot weather pull over and drink wa-
ter often, even if you feel okay. You have to be smart 
and remember that everybody’s body is different. 
You might be feeling okay, but the other person(s) 
may not. The worst that could happen is that you pee 
more and that’s better than being whisked away in an 
ambulance with intravenous lines in your body. Yes, 
you do need electrolytes in your body while sweating 
your ass off! But be careful of what you put into your 
body. Sports drinks can help but read the ingredients 
so you know what you are drinking. A lot of energy 
drinks pump you up with caffeine and sugar, which 
promote dehydration, and beer is not the answer, be-
cause the alcohol will help in dehydrating your body 
as well, true! The key word is electrolytes; you can get 
the sport drinks that provide them as well as additives 
that you can add to any drink. I know, not drinking ice 
cold beer is an unpopular answer, but you have to be 
smart about this and know when it’s the proper time 
to drink beer.

Riding in hot weather is not a bad thing, I love rid-
ing in the high desert areas and the views are different 
and shade is minimal. If you are properly prepared, 
then it’s a fun thing to do. Having common sense is 
one of the most important things you can possess. If 
you have saddle bags then use them as a cooler for 
water or whatever your “smart” drink is. Having ex-
tra bottles of water can help out anyone you may see 
broken down, car or motorcycle. It’s a good thing to 
give some water to someone who’s broken down out 
in the middle of nowhere. Being generous to anybody 
in time of need is always a great thing and they will 
remember it! Tell them it’s an ABATE thing!

Ride safe, Ride smart, Stay hydrated!



Classified
FOR SALE: Complete 5 speed gear set, shift forks, 

Compensating Sprocket, Primary chain and bear-
ing door from 1997 Road King. Like new, 2K miles. 
PRICE REDUCED to $150. Contact Glen (818) 344-
4656.

FOR SALE: I have an “almost” new aftermarket 
speedometer, 8-1/2” face, 306 miles. It fits an early 
model (84-93) Harley-Davidson XLHR Sportster or 
a FXR Low Rider model. Handlebar mount with rear 
reset knob and mechanical front wheel drive. Bought 
from JP Cycles in January 2014. Paid $109.00. Want 
$75.00 cash. Steve B 760/616-0402 and leave a mes-
sage. 

Sustaining ABATE Members aka V.I.P.
THANK YOU!! For the Extra Support!!!

	 	 Application Junior abate of California
New				   Renew
Date:					    LOCAL#
Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City:
State:				    Zip Code:
Telephone #:							      (with area code)
Sponsored by:					     (Parent/guardian/grandparent)
Their Membership #:				    (Sponsor)
Junior Membership receives patch when new			   $5.00
Renewing Junior membership – renewal pin				    $5.00
Junior ABATE Membership #
(Usually the same as sponsor and expires when sponsor’s membership expire)

Donations!! – General, Lobbyist & PAC 
Funds – THANK YOU!!!!
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ABATE Local #00
Mike & Linda McIntyre
Richard & Rae Mobraaten

ABATE Local #01
Lisa Garber & Bruce Hersch
Sporty Milligan
Bob Warren

ABATE Local #02
Pattibock
Scott & Pat Burton
Mike Lum 

ABATE Local 3/13
Chris Hodapp
Mike & Mary Osborn 

ABATE Local #06
James Larson
Bart & Wendy Perry

ABATE Local #08
Robert Boggs
Steve Howe
Robert Martin (aka Biker Bob)

Tim Sr. & Yvonne Tennimon

ABATE Local #11
Dick & Sherry Beckton
Tim & Cheryl Clark
Joe Dobbs & Patty Axelrod

ABATE Local #17
Bob Blatz
Greg & Diane Howe
Carl Smith & Barbara Kennedy

ABATE Local #19
Jesus Godinez

ABATE Local 21
Mark Cobin

ABATE Local #24
Swanee & Kathy Swanson

ABATE Local #25
Lady Kay Deli
Lil’ David Morena
Dave (Deacon) Phillips
James  & Daisy Young

ABATE Local #27
Fred & Patty Cammack
Kenny & Raeann Nuttall

ABATE Local #29
Thomas  Bruce & Louise Towers

ABATE Local #31
Larry James

ABATE Local #33
Robert Duvall
Ron Tibbets

ABATE Local #38
Bruce McPhetridge

ABATE Local #44
Hank & Kris Hallmark
Dave & Carol Hastings
Tom Lara 
Jeff & Nina Ozanne

ABATE Local #52
Leland & Debbie Phillips

Sustaining Members (VIP’s) are mailed a hard 
copy of the Bailing Wire (the months it is printed); 
a certificate of Appreciation (suitable for fram-
ing); their membership card with VIP printed on 
it; and as you see here, their names are printed on 
this list. ABATE of California appreciates their 
extra support.

In answer to our Annual Donation 
letter aka “Beg” Letter that has been 
mailed to our Members – we have had a 
very positive response! THANK YOU 
MEMBERS!!!! Your monetary answers 
help immensely! To those of you who 
wrote on the return slip “Put where 
needed most” in most cases the money 
went into the ABATE General Fund and 
this is “why” If the money is needed to 
help a different fund it can be transferred 
to that account, but once deposited in a 
specific account it cannot be transferred 
to the General Fund. 

Donations have been received 
from the following: WE owe each and 
Every one of YOU a BIG THANK 
YOU!!! So - THANK YOU!!

Donations to the General Fund:
Lynn Austin, L#25;
Brian Cornelius, L#20;
Peter Daniels, L#1;
Frank Green, L#6;
Mike Turnipseed, L#24;
Donations from ABATE Locals to the 
General Fund: 8, 11, 19, 21, 23, 24 & 
25. 

Donations to the Lobbyist fund:
Robert Duvall, L#33;
Rick Mullaly, L#52;

Donations received from ABATE 
Locals to the Lobbyist: 1, 11, 19, 21, 
23, 24, 25 40.

Donations from ABATE Locals to the 
PAC Fund: 8, 21, 23, 24, & 25.

	 Thank YOU for your contribution 
in helping to preserve “Freedom of the 
Road”!!! Thank you to our Members that 
renew their Memberships and those that 
join us – that too helps in preserving and 
fighting for Motorcyclist’s Rights!! And 
Of Course the Locals that contribute to 
the funds regularly and when they do 
events. THANK YOU!!

SOLD
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by Lee “Sporty” Milligan
Hi all! Again a brief medical report and work 

up-date. I had to see a physical therapy doctor 
recently and she suggested that we put a weight 
limit on what I can carry. It has been allowed to 
be only 25 pounds. That means I can carry up to 
only 25 pounds. They’re trying to write some-
thing for my slope work. I still don’t have the fi-
nal copy of this yet so for now it’s business as 
usual with the weight and slope work restrictions.

On July 27 I have to go to Kaiser and do a stress 
test for my heart. It is a 5 hour procedure so I will 
have to take a day off from work.

Regarding work itself, I have been regulated to 
being taken in the morning to the job site where 
I do physical labor (weed eater work, carrying 
brush etc.) It is classified as arduous work. How-
ever on the bright side since I took a driving 
school refresher course not too long ago, I have 
been given another shot to try and get the abil-
ity to drive county trucks - the small ones S10 
Chevys, Ford Rangers, Toyota small pickups and 
GMC Sonoma. It will be imperative that I pass 
the test, as it would make things a whole lot easi-
er if I get my driving privilege restored.

A member of our staff, in another department, 
had a stroke and now is on life support, but I 
think he will be removed from that soon. Sad, 
very sad.

ABATE Local 2 member, Brian Wassell, died 

in a car crash on the 14 fwy near Aqua Dulce. 
The accident caused head trauma, which killed 
him instantly. Also very sad. Brian was the com-
puter guy behind the Ride Line, which was first 
started by his father. His dad drove an El Cami-
no with a trailer hooked behind the truck. The 
trailer had a set up that had motorcycle run flyers 
on it. You could get your run flyer posted and 
also get free advertisement. A good deal. Brian 
took over when his father passed away and did 
it on line for a few years. So once again, sad, 
really sad.

As of this writing my 2002 883 has been at 
Casey’s MC in Pacoima for 6 months. They have 
one mechanic so it’s kind of slow going. The 

good thing is they have not asked for any more 
money to do additional repairs. As I wrote ear-
lier, I am having the bike made to run better. It 
has the voyager kit on it and the under carriage is 
still connected to it. I hope to find out more about 
the bike this weekend. My other bike, the 1200 L 
Sporty, I have been riding the piss out of and it had 
to have the battery replaced. I think the next step 
is a voltage regulator - maybe this Friday. Riding 
the bike to work saves me at least 20 minutes on 
the afternoon commute.

So this Thursday, July 16th, is the Barger HD 
Bike night. Then on Saturday, July 18th, I hope a 
group will ride to San Juan Capistrano for the Ea-
gles MC food drive. The band Family Style will 
be playing - good stuff - from noon to 5 pm. I will 
still go even if I go solo. Then Sunday is our Local 
1 meeting at the Elks Lodge.

Other than riding to work, I have not done much 
in the way of other stuff biking wise except en-
couraging my Local 1 to support the various bills 
we have going via the computer.

So as I close this edition of Sporty’s Rides, I 
will leave you with this: May your ride be safe, 
your journeys far, your friendships be full of 
ABATE members and that you are part of the 
group ABATE that helps fight tooth decay (bad 
laws from happening to motorcyclists in Califor-
nia).

Regards Sporty Milligan or “STP” Sporty the 
Peg Leg Pirate



Thank  you  for  being  a  Business Member & sup-
porting A.B.A.T.E. of California Inc. American 

Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education
www.abate.org 
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00 Law Tigers
Phoenix 1/800-Law Tigers 

01 CT’s Motorcycle Tires
Reseda 818/776-0051 

01 Darold Martin Plumbing RET
Simi Valley 818/242-6402 

01 Floor Works
Chatsworth 818/709-7749 

01 Harley-Davidson Glendale
Glendale 818/246-5618 

01 Messengers of Recovery S.C.V. 
Chapter
Sylmar 818/523-7434 

01 Messengers of Recovery/San Fernando
Burbank 818/807-3045 

01 Michael’s Burger
Canoga Park 818/704-8893 

01 Ocean Breeze Dental
Marina Del Rey 323/529-7624 

01 The Original Route 66 M/C LA
Pacoima 818/455-1093 

02 Live Ride Christian Church
Simi Valley 805/306-0042 

02 Simi Valley Harley-Davidson
Moorpark 805/552-9555 

06 ABATE Local 6
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 Coyote’s Motorcycle Tires
Alpine 619/571-8764 

06 Graveyard Gamblers MC
Oceanside 760/908-1451 

06 In-line Collision
El Cajon 619/444-9255 

06 Iron Horse Realty
Santee 619/778-1071 

06 KNB Printing Solutions
San Diego 858/215-1249 

06 Sweetwater Chapter H.O.G.
San Diego 858/566-4858 

08 The Horsemen
Stanton 714/833-9508 

13 Custom Awards & Engraving
Ventura 805/658-2139 

13 Messengers of Recovery/Santa Maria
Santa Maria 805/235-0790 

13 Vietnam Vets/Legacy Vets MC F-Troop 
CA
Simi Valley www.VNVMC-CA.com 

17 Affordable Hauling
Vacaville 707/450-8432 

17 Better Living Chiropractic
Concord 925/798-6534 

17 Buckhorn Bar & Grill
Dixon 707/678-5687 

17 Bud’s Pub & Grill
Dixon 707/678-4745 

17 City Towing & Transport
Vacaville 707/448-8697 

17 Creekside Bar
Winters 707/639-3669 

17 Eagle Eye Engraving
Vacaville 707/447-4774 

17 Iron Steed Harley-Davidson
Vacaville 707/455-7000 

17 Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon
Vacaville 707/447-5541 

17 Loyal Order of Moose #1967
Vacaville 707/448-1122 

17 McGuire Harley-Davidson
Pacheco 925/945-6500 

17 Miss Darla’s
Vacaville 707/446-4131 

17 Plainfield Station Bar & Grill
Woodland 530/668-0207 

17 Road Trip Bar & Grill
Capay 530/796-3777 

17 Silkworm Graphics
Vacaville 707/447-3900 

17 Star Tech European
Vacaville 707/455-8870 

17 Steele Canyon Saloon
Napa 707/337-7342 

17 Str 8 Shooter Sports Bar & Deli
Vacaville 707/453-7878 

17 Thunder Roads Magazine NorCal
Orangevale www.thunderroadsnorcal.com 

17 Uptown Tans
Vacaville 707/685-9429 

19 Industrial Supply Co
Ontario 909/923-3138 

20 AZRAELS MC
Costa Mesa 949/275-5453 

20 Bill W’s Sober Pack
Stanton 714/393-8556 

20 Harbor Radiator Air Conditioning
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810 

20 Ironworkers MC #433
Whittier 562/208-7838 

20 Nikki’s Flags
Newport Beach 949/646-5166 

20 PipeTrades M/C
Los Angeles 213/605-2982 

20 Rellik Ryderz M/C
Anaheim 714/483-7821 

20 Venice Nutrition
Long Beach 714/809-1658 

23 Vicky’s Restaurant
San Bernardino 909/888-1171 

24 Allied Linoleum & Carpet
Pinedale 559/438-0177 

24 American Custom Iron
Madera 559/479-0551 

24 Dave Christian Const
Fresno 559/255-1222 

24 Guerrero Door Service
Fresno 559/276-5581 

24 Harley-Davidson of Fresno
Fresno 559/275-8586 

24 Landstar Inway Inc
Fresno 559/271-3000 

24 Mathews Harley-Davidson
Fresno 559/233-5279 

24 Ozzy’s Sports Grill
Clovis 559/269-9594 

24 Puma Construction & Restoration
Fresno 559/275-6100 

24 Rogers Truck Sales & Service
Fresno 559/264-2891 

24 Stonehouse Tavern
Prather 559/855-4800 

25 Capitol Coffee
Orangevale 916/726-6703 

27 DanKat Industries
Norco 951/315-3905 

27 Harrison’s Koi Farm
 Riverside 951/369-9998 

27 The Chopper Place
Riverside 951/687-6655 

44 Aztec Riders MC
Hesperia 760/792-7535 

47 Nick’s Computer Works
Barstow 760/253-4736 

52 49er Auto & Bike Repair
Grass Valley 530/272-3242 

52 Freschi Construction Inc
Grass Valley 530/272-2051 

52 The Willo
Nevada City 530/265-9902 

52 Two Gunners Custom Iron
Penn Valley 530/263-8071 

52 Wild Fire Construction
North San Juan 530/292-3220 

63 Bartels’ Harley-Davidson
Marina Del Rey 310/823-1112 

  

 



ABATE
MEETINGS

Antelope Valley - Local #21-Reg#13
Ron Sundquist	         2nd Thurs - 7:00 PM
37230 52nd St. East  AV Roadhouse
Palmdale 93552        320 W Ave J2
661/586-5555	          Lancaster 93534	
ron.sundquist@sbcglobal.net

San Bernardino - Local#23-Reg#9
Ed Pelton       	 1st Sun  9:00 AM
626/513-6314     Vicky’s Restaurant

  	              502 S Waterman Ave
	             San Bernardino CA

 
Fresno - Local#24-Reg#6

Jeff Krebs    	             2nd Tues. 7:00 PM
559/801-5655	              Yosemite Falls Cafe’
www.abatelocal24.org    Shaw & Blackstone,  Fresno

Sacramento - Local#25-Reg#2
Lil’ David Morena      3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
916/616-9605	           Denny’s
		            3520 Auburn Blvd.

		            Sacramento 95821

Riverside - Local#27-Reg#9
Kenny Nuttall	             1st Tues - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 7070	             American Legion
Riverside CA 92513      2979 Dexter Dr
951/377-5772	             (in Fairmont Park)
www.abatelocal27.org   Riverside, CA 92513

Morongo Basin - Local#29-Reg#13
Marty Rapp	          2nd - Thurs - 6:30 PM
P.O. Box 2334	          Odd # Months
29 Palms CA 92277    Call Marty for Location
760/367-1694

North Valley - Local #31-Reg#2
Larry James		  2nd Tues - 7:00 PM
			   Panighetti’s
530/893-4827		  2760 Esplanade
			   Chico 95973

 

Yuba City - Local #33-Reg#2
Steve Katen		  2nd Tues. - 7:PM
530/749-1003		  American Legion

			   5477 Feather River Blvd.
			   Olivehurst  

	

Imperial Valley - Local#38-Reg#12
Ed Aranda	     	 Last Thurs - 6:30 PM
Edward_A12@yahoo.com 
			   La Fonda Bar & Grill
			   1950 South 4th St.
	  	               El Centro, CA 92243

Bakersfield - Local#40-Reg#6
Steve Broughton 	 3rd Tues. 7:00 PM
760/616-0402		  Rusty’s Pizza
		             	 5430 Olive Dr
			   Bakersfield 93308

		   	

High Desert Local 44/47-Reg #13
Dave Hastings	          2nd Sat. 9:30 am
760/947-4700	            Eagles Order #4181
P.O. Box 3094	            16195 Main St 
Victorville, CA 92392  Hesperia 92345

	

Grass Valley - Local#52-Reg#2
Craig Griswold	   3rd Wed - 6:30 PM
21183 State Hwy 20      Alta Sierra
Penn Valley	                Pizza & Grill`
530/263-8071	                15690 Johnson Place 
		                 Grass Valley

				  

Ridgecrest - Local #58-Reg#13  
Meet with Local#44

	

Los Angeles County - Local #01-
Reg#8

Sporty Milligan     3rd Sun - 9 AM
1616 4th St	          Elks Lodge
San Fernando         10137 E. Commerce
818/ 361-8800         Tujunga, CA 91242

Simi Valley - Local #02-Reg#7
Guy Corrigan         2nd Tues 7:30 PM
805/796-6328         VFW Post#10049
		           4242 E Los Angeles Ave. 	
		           Simi Valley
Crashman1@sbcglobal.net

Thousand Oaks/Ventura
Local#03/13-Reg#7

Chuck Pedersen 	 3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
Thousand Oaks	 Elks Lodge
805/496-0323	     	 158 N Conejo School
		       	 Thousand Oaks

	

San Diego County - Local #06-
Reg#12

Snowman	            	       1st Sun - 12 Noon
C/O Boozefighters M/C  Kate Sessions Park
P O Box 501946	        Pacific Beach
San Diego CA 92150	
619/855-9981

Orange County - Local #08-Reg#11
Steve Howe		  2nd Mon.7:30PM
562/298-6236	   	 American Legion #354
		     		  8071 Whitaker
santabeard@yahoo.com    	 Buena Park

San Diego County (North) - Local 
#11-Reg#12

Dan Buse  		  2nd Sun - 11 AM
buse13@att.net	 Escondido Moose Lodge
760/807-7294		 25721 Jesmond Dene Rd
			   Escondido 92026

Alameda, Contra Costa, Solano & 
Napa Counties L#17 Region #3

Glenn Phillips	 3rd Sun.- 10:00 AM
P O Box 148	      	 Judy’s Wild
Vacaville 95696   	 Wrangler Saloon
707/624-6310	     	 4826 Midway Rd.
	      	      	 Vacaville CA 

Pomona Valley - Local #19-Reg#9
Jeff Bassler		    4th Wed - 7:00 PM
C/O 9648 Calle Vejar Round Table Pizza
Rancho Cucamonga   1020 N Mountain 	                	
91730	       	       Ontario, CA 91729
909/596-9685
	     		   
Orange County - Local #20-Reg#11

Gill Mellen	                2nd Tues  - 7:00 PM
2104 Continental Ave.  American Legion
Costa Mesa 92627	    5646 Corporate Ave.
949/632-9787                Cypress CA 90630

Regions With Local info:
Region 2: Regional Representative 
Craig Griswold 25, 31, 33 & 52. 
Region 3: Vacant 
Region 6: Regional Representative  Ed 
Rogers  
24 & 40.
Region 7: Regional Representative  - 
Chuck Pedersen 2 & 3/13.
Region 8: Regional Representative 
Tom Lubbers 
1 & 19.
Region 9: Regional Representative 
Mark Loudermilk 23, & 27
Region 11: Regional Representative  
Gill Mellen 
8, 9, 20 & 22.
Region 12 Regional Representative 
Dave Connors, Locals 6, 11 & 38 
Region 13: Regional Representative 
Yermo Eddy 
21, 29, 44/47.

www.Goodsearch.com/?charityid=900395

by Tim Tennimon,
Yea that’s right, surfing the net. ABATE of CA has been okayed 

to be listed on Goodsearch and provided with a web-link de-
signed for our specific purpose. All you have to do is visit www.
goodsearch.com/?charityid=900395 and use it as you would any 
other search engine.

That’s it, think about it! You can support ABATE with the click 
of a mouse. This easy to use search engine, Goodsearch.com, 
which is powered by Yahoo, donates 50 percent of its revenue to 
the designated organization, that’d be ABATE of CA. It works 
out to be about a penny per search.

Because it’s powered by Yahoo, you can be assured of a safe 
web browsing experience with quality search results. A number 
of other organizations are already using this tool with great re-
sults. Think about it; if 500 of our supporters performed just two 
searches each day, we would generate $3,650 a year for ABATE 
of CA. If we get even more of our supporters, their friends and 
family to use this search engine, that amount could increase con-
siderably.

In addition to what ABATE can earn by using this search en-
gine, if you purchase something using the “Goodshop” link we 
can increase our revenue even more. By making a purchase at 
any of the “Goodshop” partner retailers, a small percentage of 
the sale goes to ABATE.

There are a number of retailers that allow you to purchase prod-
ucts on line then pick them up at the store location nearest you. 
Let’s say you need copy paper, you could visit “Goodshop” via 
our web link make the purchase through Staples with the In-store 
Pickup option and bam; there it is, what an easy fund raising tool.

Remember, visit
www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=900395
ABATE thanks you for your support.

Help ABATE
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NCOM Biker Newsbytes
THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE 

is brought to you by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) 
and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and 
is sponsored by the Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. If 
you’ve been involved in any kind of accident, call us at 
1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.

 
NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

HAWAII TO ELIMINATE ETHANOL IN GASO-
LINE Legislation to repeal the requirement that gasoline 
offered for sale in Hawaii contain a percentage of ethanol 
was signed into law by Governor David Ige, and the new 
law becomes effective December 31, 2015.

The law recognizes that the requirement of blending eth-
anol into gasoline does not produce any economic benefit 
for the state and the import of ethanol creates an economic 
burden for state residents. Ethanol increases water forma-
tion, which can then corrode metals and dissolve plastics 
and rubber, especially over a period of time when the 
vehicle is not used. Current high-performance specialty 
parts along with pre-model-year ’01 cars and parts may 
be most susceptible to corrosion, and no motorcycles or 
ATVs are approved for higher blended fuels. The lifespan 
of vehicles and equipment can be dramatically reduced 
with the wrong fuel, and owners could be confronted with 
breakdowns.

More than a dozen states have ethanol mandates, ac-
cording to the National Conference of State Legislatures, 
but only Hawaii and Florida have passed such a repeal. 
Florida ended its mandate in 2013, the same year the En-
vironmental Protection Agency proposed reducing the 
amount of ethanol in fuel, acknowledging that a federal 
push wasn’t working as well as expected.

There have been no changes to federal law on the is-
sue since the EPA report, but Pennsylvania Republican 
Senator Pat Toomey and California Democratic Senator 
Dianne Feinstein have introduced a bill seeking to repeal 
the corn ethanol mandate in the federal Renewable Fuel 
Standard.

CALIFORNIA REQUIRES MOTORCYCLISTS 
TO REMOVE HELMET FOR TRAFFIC STOPS 
Known as the “Identity Confirmation Act,” Assembly 
Bill 346 will require a motorist to give law enforcement 
an unobstructed view of their face during a traffic stop, 
said California Assemblymember Scott Wilk (R-Santa 
Clarita), author of the measure which primarily targets 
motorcycle riders.

The Facial ID bill was inspired by a Simi Valley, CA 
police officer who told the assemblyman about having 
cases thrown out of court because he couldn’t positively 
identify someone, Wilk told the Simi Valley Acorn, spe-
cifically relating the case of a motorcyclist who refused to 
remove their helmet.

Wilk admitted to the paper that motorists are compliant 
99% of the time, and currently if a driver refuses to show 
their face during a traffic stop, police can arrest them for 
resisting or delaying an officer, and can result in going to 
jail until they can go before a judge.

“From an ‘identification’ legal view, all citizens are re-
quired to prove their identity when asked by law enforce-
ment,” said Chuck Pedersen, State Legislative Director 
for ABATE of California. “From a helmet ticket defense, 
an officer cannot ask for you to remove your helmet for 
the purpose of inspection. I don’t see a need for this ad-
ditional legislation.”

Nonetheless, AB 346 passed near-unanimously through 
the State Assembly, was approved by the Senate, and is 
now headed to Governor Jerry Brown’s desk.

HANDLEBAR HEIGHT LIMIT REPEALED IN 
SOUTH DAKOTA Just in time for the 75th Sturgis Ral-
ly, starting July 1st, ape-hangers are now legal in South 
Dakota. The $20 fine for riding with your hands too high 
was wiped off the books as Governor Dennis Daugaard 
signed Senate Bill 85, effectively abolishing South Da-
kota codified law that prohibited such handlebars.

Until now it was a petty offense in South Dakota if you 
rode a motorcycle on a public street or highway with the 
handlebar grips positioned at or above shoulder height, 
but as of now there are no more regulations on where to 
hang your hands.

EARPLUGS BENEFICIAL, BUT ILLEGAL FOR 
OHIO MOTORCYCLISTS Ohio’s motorcycle operator 
manual says hearing protection, like earplugs, can help 
reduce noise while allowing a rider to hear important 
sounds like horns or sirens, but it also says riders should 
adhere to state laws, which creates a problem: using ear-
plugs in Ohio while operating a vehicle is illegal. There 
are exceptions for emergency personnel, or road workers, 
and even for people who wear hearing aids…but not for 
motorcyclists.

It isn’t the sound of the motorcycle causing all the noise; 
“It’s the wind noise that can cause permanent hearing 
loss,” explains A.I.M. Attorney Ralph C. Buss, who has 
represented the interests of motorcycle riders for over 30 
years. “Deafness is a serious problem that people don’t 
think about, don’t address,” Buss said in an interview 
with WCPN public radio in Cleveland.

Attorney Buss challenged that law in court. His client: 
Tom Varsel, who happened to be a retired noise expert 
for GM who was pulled over for riding his motorcycle in 
Ohio while wearing earplugs. Varsel was fined $37, but 
his case continued to an appellate court. He lost a consti-
tutional challenge to the earplug law, but the case raised 
interesting issues of health and safety that the court ruled 
were matters for the legislature to address.

“What’s clear is that wind noise on a motorcycle can 
be very intense, intense enough to damage your hear-
ing,” says Eric Healy, a professor of hearing science at the 
Ohio State University who testified in Varsel’s case. “And 
what’s also crystal clear is that earplugs can remedy that, 
almost completely.”

To determine the level of wind noise motorcyclists 
face, Healy took a recording device for a drive with PhD 
students. Imagine a mannequin head with anatomically 
correct ears, stuck out a window, and the measurements 
recorded from that experiment, Healy says, matched pre-
vious work published in well-known British journals in 
the mid 1990s. He found that at speeds as low as 35 mph, 
wind noise exceeded 85 decibels.

“Sounds over that are known to cause hearing damage. 
The levels that we measured were in the range from 110 to 
130db,” Healy told WCPN radio host Tony Ganzer. Even 
helmets don’t prevent the wind noise, though earplugs of-
fering some 30db of potential reduction, might help.

But the wording of the law in Ohio and other states, 
which dates back to 1989 and was enacted largely in re-
sponse to stereo headphones in cars, doesn’t allow ear-
plugs to be worn by motorcyclists or motorists.

A similar law in California, which allowed only for 
“custom earplugs,” was amended in 2004, allowing in-
dividuals to wear earplugs that don’t block the sounds 
of horns or emergency sirens. Under exceptions to their 
Headphone and Earplug law, it was added (V C Section 
27400): “(d) A person wearing personal hearing protec-
tors in the form of earplugs or molds that are specifically 
designed to attenuate injurious noise levels. The plugs or 
molds shall be designed in a manner so as to not inhibit 
the wearer’s ability to hear a siren or horn from an emer-
gency vehicle or a horn from another motor vehicle.”

ILLINOIS LIGHTS IT UP A bill in Illinois to legal-
ize accent lighting on motorcycles passed unanimously 
through the legislative process and on June 18 was sent 
to the Governor.

HB3944: Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to provide 
that a motorcycle may be equipped with auxiliary accent 
lights, including standard bulb running lights and light 
emitting diode pods and strips. Provides that the auxiliary 
accent lights shall not be red or white or oscillating, rotat-
ing, or flashing lights. Defines “auxiliary accent light”.

(a) A motorcycle may be equipped with any number of 
auxiliary accent lights, including standard bulb running 
lights and light emitting diode pods and strips of various 
colors.

(b) The auxiliary accent lights allowed under subsec-
tion (a) of this Section shall not be red or white or oscillat-
ing, rotating, or flashing lights.

(c) For the purposes of this Section, “auxiliary accent 
light” means any lighted lamp or illuminating device 
placed upon a motorcycle, other than head lamps, spot 

lamps, auxiliary driving lamps, signal lamps, or hazard 
warning lamps.

“Accent lighting are the small colored lights tucked in 
on the underside of motorcycle gas tanks and frames,” ex-
plains ABATE of Illinois on their website (www.ABATE-IL.
org), which supports the measure. “We are looking at le-
galizing them to be operating while the bike is in motion. 
They do not interfere with operator eyesight and will ac-
tually help in the reduction of bikers being ‘T-Boned’ at 
night with the extra lighting which will reduce Fatalities 
and Deaths. The bill increases visibility of motorcycles, es-
pecially at night.”

Unlike automobiles and light trucks which are required 
to have side marker lights or wrap around headlights / tail 
lights which are visible from the side, motorcycle lights are 
often only visible from the front and rear and do not have 
the same illumination as automobiles. NHTSA published a 
report on the effectiveness of side marker lights on motor 
vehicles, concluding that side marker lights are a cost ef-
fective safety device which reduce the number of nighttime 
angular collisions that occur in the United States.

A similar bill was recently signed into law in Texas, and 
Maryland, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and West Vir-
ginia have all passed similar legislation, while Missouri 
and Virginia are currently in the process of legalizing such 
lighting.

SPREADING MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS Nate 
Hudson, co-owner of “British-American Motorcycle Club”, 
a bike shop in Long Beach, California, is currently in the 
middle of a 17,000-mile ride all over the U.S. to spread a 
motorcycle safety message for riders and awareness from 
car drivers. He visits the Department Of Motor Vehicles 
office in every state’s capital, where he hand delivers a 
request that the authorities consider including motorcycle 
awareness in both the driver’s license exam and the state’s 
drivers’ education curriculum.

Hudson’s journey is being sponsored by Allstate Insur-
ance Company, and he’s riding a tricked out Indian Road-
master donated by Indian Motorcycle painted in Allstate 
blue with logo and trim. So any photo of his bike, therefore, 
becomes a social-media ad for Allstate.

Posts and pictures about “The Ride Of Awareness” are 
published on social media channels, from Instagram to 
Twitter to Facebook, an efficient and credible user-gener-
ated content reaching online many more bikers than any 
television spot or print ad.

PAKISTANI POLICE EXEMPT FEMALE PAS-
SENGERS FROM WEARING HELMETS Reacting 
to public protests over a traffic regulation in which it was 
made mandatory for motorcycle riders as well as pillions 
(passengers) to wear a helmet, including women, police in 
Karachi have announced exempting female pillion riders 
from wearing a helmet.

Inspector General (IG) Sindh Police, Ghulam Haider 
Jamali announced here on June 10 that the decision was 
made after the repeated appeals of citizens. In an earlier 
statement, the police said in case of riding pillion without 
helmets, both will be fined, regardless of whether the pil-
lion is male or female.

The people took the decision with a violent reaction 
when it was made mandatory for women as well to wear a 
helmet as a passenger, and some citizens also contacted the 
court in this regard to exempt women from this sanction. 
But before the court could take any action, IG Police keep-
ing in view a number of complaints, appeals and violent re-
action by the public, immediately announced to withdraw 
its decision, so now following the announcement women 
are exempted from the restriction to wear a helmet as a 
pillion rider.

SURVEY REVEALS RIDERS’ PET PEEVES In an 
online survey of motorcyclists conducted in June by Erie 
Insurance, nationwide respondents were asked to share 
their top five pet peeves about both other motorcycle riders 
and car drivers:

Top Five Complaints About Fellow Riders: #1: Riding 
Recklessly (ie: speeding, weaving through traffic, doing 
wheelies) - 56%; #2: Passing on the Shoulder - 41%; #3: 
Lane Splitting - 36%; #4: Wearing shorts, sandals, tank 
tops, etc - 35%; #5: Riders who don’t wear helmets - 28%.

Top Five Complaints About Vehicle Drivers: #1: Drivers 
who don’t check their blind spots before changing lanes - 
55%; #2: Texting while driving - 53%; #3: Reckless Driv-
ing (i.e., speeding, weaving in and out of traffic) - 50%; #4: 
Drivers who tailgate - 43%; #5: Not signaling when turning 
or changing lanes - 42%.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Be as beneficent as the sun or 
the sea, but if your rights as a rational being are trenched 
on, die on the first inch of your territory.”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) American poet & 
philosopher


