
Table of Contents
Page 2   Executive Director        
Page 4 & 5 Reg. Rally Flyers
Page 6-8   Local Reports 
Page 9  PAC Lobby
Page 10 Press Release 
Page 11 Off Road App.
Page 12-13 Coast to Coast
Page 14,15Regional Rally Flyers
Page 16       Sporty’s Rides 
Page 17 Flyers
Page 18-19   Safety Report
Page 20        Donations 
Page 21 VIP’s
Page 22 Tech Tips
Page 23       MemberReport 
Page 24 Events
Page 25 Harley Feeling
Page 26-32 Run Pix
Page33 Merchandise
Page 35 Business Members   
Page 36 ABATE Meetings

A Union of Motorcyclists
Dedicated to Freedom of the Road JANUARY 2013

The Bailing Wire
ABATE of CA. Newsletter for Motorcyclists Volume XXXII  ISSUE I

The Bailing Wire

Lobbyist’s Report

merican
rotherhood
imed
owards
ducation

A
B
A
T
E

by James Lombardo
The Legislature has returned from the 

November Elections with 55 Democrats 
to 25 Republicans in the Assembly and 29 
Democrats to 11 Republicans in the Sen-
ate. The Assembly re-elected John Perez as 
its Speaker, and the Senate re-elected Da-
ryl Steinberg as its President pro Tempore. 
Both houses have the number of votes to 
override a veto by Governor Brown, but that 
remains to be seen if they try.

For the first time in the past 5 years the 
state is ONLY a few Billion $ short of its 
Budget versus the $20 to 25 billion short 
in the past few years. Many programs have 
been cut, and many Democrat members 
have expressed interest in restoring funds to 
many of their favorite programs that were 
reduced. Governor Brown has cautioned 
members to stay the course and keep spend-
ing down until California can recover from 
the recession.

What and how does that affect us as mo-
torcyclists? It means the Legislature may fi-
nally focus on programs such as our streets 
and roads to make them safer, we hope, 
because needed repairs and improvements 
have been neglected for far too long.

At our Legislative/PAC meeting, on Janu-
ary 12 in Sacramento, I again reported on a 
potential restriction or ban of lane sharing, 
and also a roadside noise enforcement pro-

gram being pushed by the motorcycle man-
ufacturers. I recommended an AGENDA 
OF DEFENSE THIS YEAR!

There are 38 NEW ASSEMBLY MEM-
BERS OUT OF 80, almost half of the house 
being freshmen. Stay tuned in and hang on; 
the deadline for bill introductions is Feb-
ruary 22. After that date, we’ll know what 
we’re dealing with this session. I am read-
ing ALL the bills as they are introduced, 
and will be reporting on them as they ap-
pear. We should have UPDATED EMAIL 
ALERTS DIRECTLY TO ALL OF YOU 
SO WE CAN RESPOND QUICKLY AND 
SWIFTLY!

Thanks again to ALL of you who support 
the Lobbyist Fund to keep me in the Capitol 
PROTECTING OUR RIGHT TO RIDE!



What is ABATE?
ABATE is a motorcyclists’ rights 

organization (not a club) dedicated to 
preserving freedom of choice and freedom 
of the road, with emphasis on education and 
safety. Our members are active in programs for 
public awareness and motorcycle safety, and in 
supporting many types of charity events.

Included with an ABATE membership are 
a sew-on patch, membership card, and our 
monthly newsletter THE BAILING WIRE. 
There are no special requirements for joining 
aside from an interest in promoting motorcy-
clists’ rights and safety with payment of the 
appropriate fees.

ABATE Info or Message Line
1-760/956-1669

Fax 760/956-6519
http://www.abate.org

E-mail: info@abate.org
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Executive Director’s Report

Mission Statement
 ABATE of California is committed to protect and 
promote the interests of the motorcycle community. 
ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the individual 
rights and liberties of all riders thru political and legisla-
tive action. ABATE promotes motorcycle safety through 
education, training and public awareness. 
ABATE of California now has their off road division up 

and running!
Join on Page 11.

by Greg Covel,
Executive Director

Greetings: I rode up to Sacramento for 
the ABATE Board meeting January 12 
and stayed for the MMA/ABATE Freedom 
Rally on the 14th. The song “But Baby It’s 
Cold Outside” kept running through my 
mind, but both the meeting and the Rally 
were worth the time and effort.

At the Board meeting many ques-
tions about the operation and direction of 
ABATE were addressed and changes in 
the Bailing Wire, communications and the 
Website should become evident as they 
take effect. New Board members were 
elected and are already working on their 
new duties.

The Rally was well attended considering 
the 25-35 degree morning temperatures. I 
managed to meet with the members of var-
ious clubs, independents, and politicians, 
all of whom had the common goal of work-
ing together for the rights and freedoms 
of motorcyclists and the protection of the 
rights of all Americans. As diverse a group 
as you can find, all with a common goal. I 
found it invigorating.

The MMA did an excellent job setting 
up and guiding the Rally. Special thanks 
to these fine leaders: MMA President Dave 
“Bingo” Quiel, Lobbyist Rodney Grenier, 
ABATE Lobbyist Jim Lombardo, US De-
fenders Representative and Citizen Ad-
vocate, Robert Tabaldo, MMA Business 
Manager Bobby Smirl, ABATE/MMA Li-
aison Officer Ruby Weber and to Capitol 
Cafe Owner Gary Haller! (Go to the Capi-
tol Basement and Get a Cup!)

Reconnect with your Locals and mem-
bers: We must work to grow ABATE into a 
strong visible and effective organization. It 
is essential for every Local to visit at least 
one bike night and or motorcycle event ev-
ery week. Remember to support and attend 

ABATE functions first and other functions 
as you wish. Family comes first in the up-
coming holiday season. Make supporting 
ABATE a part of your family activities this 
year.

“Complacency and apathy is easy and 
comfortable – but in the long run the cost of 
doing nothing is fatal.”

I am ABATE of California - are you? 
Keep Your Eyes Wide Open.

Donations to ABATE Of California 
are not deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes. However, dues and fees 
may qualify as business expenses and 
may be deductible in limited circum-
stances subject to various restrictions 
imposed by the Internal Revenue 
Code.

ABATE of California Inc. neither en-
dorses nor promotes the services of any 
particular Law Firm. We are commit-
ted to working with all MROs including 
NCOM, MRF, AMA, MMA, BOLT and 
any other motorcycle rights organiza-
tion that strengthens our lobby on leg-
islative issues and on motorcycle safety.
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10240 7th Ave
Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org

info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published 

monthly by ABATE of California, Inc., with 
corporate mailing address at 10240 7th Ave. 
Hesperia CA 92345. All editorials, membership 
and advertising is to be sent to the corporate 
mailing address. Circulation: 5,500 monthly. 

 Written articles are the opinions of 
the  authors and not necessarily the opinion 
of ABATE of California. Editor reserves the 
right to edit any copy.

EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk

Assistant Tina Sanders
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS

Carol Cromwell & Caroline Griffith 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Bruce Walden & Gill Mellen
COLUMNISTS

Bill Bish, Steve Guderian, Sporty Milligan, 
Jim Lombardo, Dave Hastings, & Craig 
Griswold

DEADLINES
All run flyers and ad copy will be 

camera ready. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to publication for ALL 
material for publication.    bailing.wire@
abate.org 

AD   RATES
Business Card                 $15.00 /Mo.
                                            $150.00 /Yr.
Double Size Business Card W/Color
     $250.00
1/4 Page (5”W x 5”H)  $150.00 /Mo.
                                            $1500.00 /Yr. 
1/2 Page (10”W x 5”H)  $175.00 /Mo.
                                            $1750.00 /Yr. 
Full Page(10”W x10‘H)    $350.00 /Mo.
                                            $3500.00 /Yr.

Full color ad is 25% extra.
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  SPECIAL
$125 - One Year  B u s i n e s s 

Member Listing, Couple Membership and 
Display Plaque. Add $75 per year for color 
business card.

CLASSIFIED
Members may advertise in the 

Classified Section at no charge.
PHOTOS

If you have any photos of ABATE 
motorcycle events please send them to us. 
They will be returned if you ask. Please 
include name of event, date, sponsor, 
etc. Must be received by the 10th of the 
month. You can email pictures in .jpg file 
to: bailing.wire@abate.org
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MAY 5, 2013
ABATE QUARTERLY MEETINGS

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES
200 Jibboom St.; Sacramento 95811

For room Reservations – Call 916/448-8100 
For the reserved room special of $65.00/night plus tax; you must tell them this is for ABATE.

20 rooms are blocked and ALL 20 need to be reserved to have the use of the conference room for 
FREE.

Your help in saving ABATE (YOUR) money is greatly appreciated!!
The “special room rate” is valid until April 14th – so make reservations soon!!

Thank YOU!!!
MAY 6, 2013

ABATE of CA. & M.M.A. of CA.
SACRAMENTO – STATE CAPITOL

SOUTH STEPS
MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS & FREEDOM RALLY

Invited Speakers & D J
Every Motorcyclist and Freedom loving Enthusiast is invited to attend.

Protect YOUR riding rights!!
And the operating procedure is:

“Free” parking on the North side of N Street between 10th and 14th Streets
6am to 6pm

Best Coffee in Sacramento – Capitol Coffee Shop
(Located in the Capitol Basement)

We do need “sponsor money” to pay for the blocked meters, and additional expenses for the Rally.
$25.00/meter and make checks payable and mail to:

ABATE of CA; 10240 7th Ave; Hesperia, CA 92345-2631
Or you can go online and donate using PayPal; 

No PayPal account? You can use your credit or Debit card.
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LOCAL   NEWS
Local #01 Los Angeles

Local 1 wishes all Locals a safe, steady 
ride through 2013. Our meeting is January 
20 so the following is what will be discussed 
at the meeting:

My recent journey to Sacramento and the 
first Board of Directors meeting of 2013. 
The MMA Freedom Rally with ABATE 
participation at the state capital on January 
14.

We will then dive into deep discussion 
about our 26th annual Polar Bear Run that is 
taking place February 24. This will include 
a discussion about using the Elks Lodges on 
the route. Earl B, the leader of the Tujunga 
Lodge, will possibly be there and there will 
be questions about this endeavor.

Maybe Jim Nickla will have information 
regarding a run in the Tujunga area where 
we might set up a table.

Glen C will talk about memberships and 
tidbits related to motorcycle items.

There will be discussion from the mem-
bers in attendance, then finishing up with 
breakfast. End of meeting.

Flyers for our 26th annual Polar Bear Run 
are available from Sporty. Email requests to 
sportymilligan@yahoo.com

Local #08 Orange County

Hello from Orange County Local 8 and 
Happy New Year To All!!!! Our December 
meeting was great, with election of officers 
and then our Christmas party with too much 
fun, food, and stealing of gifts! We’ll be 
having raffle prizes at our January meeting 
to help with our fundraising efforts too!

As the New Year begins let’s not forget 
why we belong to ABATE. Let’s make a res-
olution to ourselves to commit to the cause 
of “Education, Not Legislation”! A small 

thing like dropping off some Bailing Wires 
to a local shop can make a huge impact!

Local 8 is looking ahead to February 24 
to ride to Local 1’s 26th Polar Bear Run! 
Hope we see you all there!

Again! Happy New Year!

Local #11 North San Diego 
County

Happy New Year from Local 11. We just 
had our first meeting of the New Year and 
had a good turnout. Beautiful crisp day in 
So Cal. We had a guest speaker start us off; 
Pepe from the Downaz Ridaz MC San Di-
ego gave us information on LegalShield le-
gal services, an interesting approach if you 
need an attorney for any legal issue.

Prez Dan gave his report on political hap-
penings and events coming up. Tim gave us 
the treasurer report and Dick gave us the 
COC report.

Discussion turned to ideas for fundrais-
ing. Phoenix Woody and his lady, Chris, 
came with the Celebrating Home idea for a 
fundraiser, something we will look into.

Chop and Maureen (Mo) from ABATE 
Local 6 San Diego joined us and let us know 
about their first annual Motorcycle Aware-
ness event out at Flinn Springs, more to 
come on that.

We also got word that our brother Jimmy’s 
mother had passed away. We are all think-
ing about you Jim. Hope to see you back at 
Local 11 soon.

See you next month. Gary

Local #13 Ventura County

Happy New Year! I hope that 2013 finds 
you happier, healthier, safer, and more pros-
perous than 2012! Local 13 starts off the 

year with some new and old faces: Presi-
dent - Scott McCool; Vice President - Dave 
Blackburn; Sec’t/Treas - Judy Harro (who 
is a new member, BTW); Membership Co-
ordinator - Linda Hammer and the Sgt.-at 
Arms/Road Captain - Rod Baca. All of the 
officers are here for...YOU! This is your Lo-
cal.

Not much to report from the January 
meeting -with only the officers there we 
didn’t have much to share! C’mon folks, you 
can do this!

If you want to be included in our e-mail 
blasts of runs we have planned, meeting 
times and our events send an email to abate.
l13@gmail.com and get all the info.

Ride safe and we’ll see you at February’s 
meeting on Valentine’s Day, February 14 at 
7:30 pm at the VFW in Pt. Hueneme.

Local #20 Orange County

Our December meeting had 32 members 
and 3 guests attending including two new 
members Dirte Sanchez and Danny Ship-
man. Rick Robinson renewed his member-
ship at the meeting.

We voted again regarding where to move 
our meeting place beginning January 2013. 
The vote was 20 to 12 to move to the Ameri-
can Legion at 5646 Corporate Avenue, Cy-
press, CA 90630. The phone number there 
is 714 821-0910.

We also took a vote for the officers for 
Local 20: President/Treasurer - Gill Mellen; 
VP - Paul Yerardi; PAC – Spike; Member-
ship/Administration – Moonie; PR – Sandy 
(aka Squirt); and Secretary – Leenie.

The membership draw of $60 was won by 
Gregg Ohlhaver.

Our January meeting was in our new lo-
cation and we had 33 members and 8 guests 
attend. The American Legion provided 
pizza, fried chicken, salad, coffee and car-
rot cake all on a donation basis. The room 
was clean and we were not all bunched up 
together. It was great!

Gill informed us that the off-road division 
of ABATE is up and running and encour-
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LOCAL   NEWS
aged us all to get our friends, family and co-
workers that go off-roading to get involved 
with the program.

Spiked reminded us that if we are asked 
to leave an establishment or remove our 
patches or harassed by police that it is very 
important that we write everything down as 
soon as possible after it occurs and give a 
copy to either him or Gill. In an effort to 
fight against the discrimination and harass-
ment that happens to bikers, it is important 
to have documentation. Gill also suggested, 
if possible, that the writings be scanned into 
a computer which documents date and time 
of the writings.

The membership draw of $49 was won by 
Monica Fletcher. ~~Leenie~~

Local #21 Antelope Valley

It was a good toy run. Toys for the kids 
and a few bucks for ABATE. It was also 
great to see Sporty.

Thanks to Mark for the lobby obligation. 
Hope you all had a great Holiday Season 
and a Happy New Year. Daryl the plumber

Local #22 South Bay

Hello everyone! I hope this New Year 
brings peace and prosperity to you all. Lo-
cal 22 will be making some changes. For 
February our meeting date will remain on 
the first Thursday (February 7) at 7 pm.

Beginning in March we will start meeting 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm, 
remaining at the Chowder Barge.

We are moving forward, one step at a 
time.

Thank you! Suzanne Palmiere, President.

Local #23 San Bernardino
Hello Everyone! Well the votes are in and 

the winners are: Kevin S – President; Russ 
K - Vice President; Secretary/Treasurer - 
Cindy K; Membership - Tammy O; and Ron 
M - Road Captain.

Our 3rd Annual Chili Cook Off and Des-
sert and Salsa contest was held on Novem-
ber 17 at Kevin and Bea’s home in Redlands. 
As usual it was a success! Everyone had a 
good time and a variety of chili!

Our meetings are held the first Sunday of 
the month at 9:00 am at Vicky’s Restaurant, 
corner of Mill Street and Waterman, in San 
Bernardino. You are welcome to come ear-
ly and have some wonderful food. Tammy 
Odell, Membership Coordinator

Local #24 Fresno
December 5 over 45 members gathered at 

Yosemite Falls Café for our Local meeting. 
Doug opened the meeting with the Pledge to 
the Flag. (Doug replaces long-standing Ed 
Rogers as the Local President.)

We went over the details for our Toy run 
to Valley Children’s Hospital. Great big 
thanks to all who donated to help out on this 
run. We raised over $2,000.00 to spend on 
gifts for the kids.

Members of local off-road groups asked 
about AB 1595. Most were completely un-
aware of the changes coming in January and 
July 2013.

Chuck is stepping down as Ride Coordi-
nator, a job he has been doing for more than 
20 years. Thanks, you will be a hard act to 
follow! Ray is our new Ride Coordinator.

The prize drawing had a bunch of vintage 
Easyriders magazines. The ABATE prize of 
$123.00 went to Ray and Doug took home 
the $50.00 membership donation.

In January our new meeting day of the 
second Tuesday of the month worked well. 
We had over 45 members attend - not bad, 
especially with the weather. Having the en-
tire meeting room to ourselves also made a 
positive difference.

Doug opened the meeting with the Pledge 
to the Flag. Our Toy Run to the Valley Chil-
dren’s Hospital provided more than 400 toys 
and a big bunch of stuffed animals. The 
Hospital was able to give toys to all newly 
admitted kids for more than two weeks.

Scott told us about the off-road’s situation 
with the recent legislation. It points out how 
critical it is to keep our Lobbyist working 
for us in Sacramento. No one in the off-road 
community was aware of this bill until it 

was passed. State ABATE now has an off-
road division to gauge the interest and sup-
port of this group for our Lobbyist.

Ray gave us a report on the End of the 
World ride and his contacts with our Busi-
ness members. Our support by visiting the 
business members is critical to their contin-
ued membership. When you do visit be sure 
to mention you are an ABATE member. 

Looking ahead the, 14th Annual AMMO 
RUN will be April 13 and 14. Details at the 
February meeting.

Ursula reported the treasury is ok, but 
low. We voted to continue sending state 
ABATE the same amount, but will split it 
up differently this month. Phil reported our 
membership at 121 members and 15 busi-
ness members.

Many donations for our drawing includ-
ing a 1986 calendar and Easyriders maga-
zines. Peggy would have won our member-
ship drawing, but she wasn’t there. Richard 
won the ABATE prize of $85.00 and he do-
nated it back - Thanks! See all of you next 
month. Bruce.

Local #25 Sacramento

During the ABATE Local 25 Decem-
ber 2012 meeting we elected “Lil’ David” 
Morena as President and David Battles as 
Sgt at Arms.

Gary H reported that the new legislative 
session is set to begin January 7, 2013. As-
semblyman Donnelly is looking to carry a 
motorcycle related bill.

Assemblyman Dan Logue is sponsoring 
the January Capitol event. We need to send 
him thanks. Ruby Weber handed out a list 
of free motorcycle parking spots in down-
town Sacramento. She also reported that we 
received a thank you note from St. Johns for 
our holiday food drive efforts.

Ruby was appointed to be the ABATE 
liaison to MMA. “Lil’ David” talked about 
the new ABATE off-road division. Ron re-
ported that we had a few new membership 
sign-ups at the MMA Toy Run. David Bat-
tles passed around a sign-up sheet for folks 
to work our booth at the Easyriders show 
the same day as the State Board meeting. 
 Local 25 Meetings – 3rd Thursday 
of each month; 7:00 pm; Denny’s Restau-
rant; 3520 Auburn Blvd; Sacramento. David 
Smart
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Local #27 Riverside

Hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas 
and New Year’s festivities. The New Year 
is here and full of interesting possibilities. 
Find what makes you happy, prosperous, 
and productive and you will never be bored.

ABATE Local 27’s Turkey Rally has 
this year morphed into a Turkey and Toy 
Rally. This event on December 8 benefited 
the Salvation Army and the residents of 
the Riverside area that are in need during 
the Christmas season. It is sponsored by 
ABATE Local 27, Discount Hydroponics, 
KCAL 96.7, Jam Sportswear, and Mommy 
Inc. This year we were able to supply the 
Salvation Army with over 400 turkeys and 
dinners as well as several barrels of toys.

Local 27 now boasts more than 31 busi-
ness members and are contacting “lost 
members” who have missed their renewal 
notices.

We are still very busy going to different 
events in the Riverside area to educate and 
spread “the word” of ABATE. We manage 
to set up a table 2 to 4 times a week and 
we are making a difference. Continuing to 
work closely with Locals 19 and 23 we are 
striving to help each other grow and prosper, 
bringing motorcyclists in the Inland Empire 
together under the influence of Region 9 of 
ABATE of California.

Come one come all. Learn what you can, 
and say what needs to be said, be a part of 
the solution and not part of the problem. 
Want to know what’s happening here lo-
cally? Check our website www.abatelo-
cal27.org. Keep your Eyes Wide Open. Greg 
Covel (gcovel8@gmail.com), President Lo-
cal 27.

Local #52 Grass Valley

First off I would like to thank Bob Chap-
man for signing on as a new member. Wel-
come to Local 52!

As we report after every Board meeting, 
membership numbers in our organization 
need to be increased. I have heard sugges-
tions that maybe we need to re-label and/
or change the emphasis of ABATE. The old 
saw “that’s the way we’ve always done it” is 
fine if it continues to work, but shouldn’t be 
an excuse to keep on trudging along without 
a pause for reflection. I noticed that ABATE 
of Wisconsin still uses the Against Totali-
tarian Enactments in their title. California 
did away with that some time ago to “soften 
the image.” Maybe it’s time to move back 
the other direction a bit. What do ya think?

I wanted to start out the New Year with a 
challenge. I will hand out (or mail if you’re 
not at the meeting) one membership card 
to each of you. Just one. Sign somebody up 
this year. With 32 people on the roster, even 
a 50% success rate brings us up near 50. 
Think Birthday, Valentine, etc. gifts, too.

We don’t need a huge commitment from 
folks. Many feel they have too many irons 
in the fire as it is. If all they can do is sign 
up and be a member every year, so be it. 
The small percentage of volunteers avail-
able to help out will grow with the increase 
in membership. Membership is a huge fac-
tor and the basis for what we can do as an 
organization.

Speaking of Wisconsin, I made a trip 
out there to attend the Early Times of 

LOCAL   NEWS
ABATE pow-wow put on by Tony “Pan” 
Sanfelipo and former State Senator Dave 
Zien (the million mile bike guy among other 
things). These guys set up a hell of a confer-
ence which included media, memorabilia, 
and personal displays from the beginning 
in ‘71 to present day. It was very inspir-
ing. Fortunately, Mary took good notes! I 
also attended their State Board of Directors 
meeting to get an ear to how they do things 
there. This will certainly help me be a little 
more productive in my duties.

I’m still looking for ideas on how to raise 
money. Steve Shoemaker has been bust-
ing his caboose selling take off parts at 
swap meets and that has done well for us, 
but I hate to hang it all on him. Other ven-
ues would be good too. Some of the ideas I 
heard out here were chili cook offs, car and 
bike shows, and piggy backing other events. 
The latter is a great idea in reducing costs 
since the insurance liability is eliminated. 
Give me your ideas! Ride safe! Craig, Presi-
dent.

END OF THE WORLD RIDE
by Bruce Waldron, Local 24

With the End of the World approaching, 
members of Local 24 decided to ride and 
thank our Business Members for their sup-
port. Gathering at Kimmie’s in Clovis, the 
somber crew said good bye and left for Dan 
Rouit’s Flattrack Museum for a last viewing 
of his wonderful motorcycles.

With tears in our eyes, we made our way 
into the mountains to the Stonehouse in Au-
berry. Many a fond tale of past rides and 
memories of riders were shared.

From the Stonehouse we preceded-------
----------------To Be Continued December 
22, MAYBE!
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Pac/Lobbyist Report
By Dave Hastings, Treasurer

Greetings and great expectations for the 
year 2013! Numerous items were discussed 
and slated for implementation at our Janu-
ary ABATE Board of Directors meeting 
in Sacramento. For the past several years 
ABATE of California has been examining, 
analyzing, and improving many aspects of 
our day to day business operations and your 
Board has firmly committed to an ambitious 
improvement schedule for 2013.

We are planning a major update to our 
computer system to expedite record keep-
ing, archiving, and information availability 
for both our State office and our Locals. 
This will enable us to deliver up to the min-
ute responses to your Local electronically, 
thereby saving both time and postage now 
used to “snail mail” requested information. 
Also we will further refine and fine tune 
our “Action Alert” program to keep all of 
our members instantaneously informed of 
important and time sensitive issues as they 
occur. Hopefully some of these improve-
ments will begin soon and we will then be 
in position to serve our members needs in 
a more timely fashion while decreasing our 
expenses at the same time. 

Our PAC and Lobbyist accounts will be 
required to pay a new fee to the California 
Secretary of State this year to help offset 
new computer programs and equipment the 
State of California is installing to improve 
their oversight and regulation of these ac-
counts. Not a huge fee, but it will be an on-
going additional expense that all registered 
accounts will be required to pay to Califor-
nia each year to maintain their state regis-
tration.

Speaking of accounts, your ABATE of 
California Board of Directors has agreed 
to continue our long standing affiliation 
with our lobbyist, Jim Lombardo, for 2013. 
“Thank You” Jim for the hard work and 
dedication you have given to ABATE and 
all of the motorcycle riders of California for 
so many years.

Even more work waits in 2013 because 
ABATE of California has officially opened 
our Off Road Division and, with Jim’s help, 
we expect to become a premier provider for 
ALL rider’s rights issues in California. If 
you have off-road friends please let them 
know about our new expansion and encour-
age them to join our ABATE Off-Road Divi-
sion. This will ensure their off-road lifestyle 
and voice will be represented and protected 
in the hallways of Sacramento.

Every voice counts and the more voices 
we have the more we will be noticed, re-
spected, and possibly even feared on elec-
tion day in the legislative chambers and 
committee rooms of Sacramento and our 
home towns. Let’s be very proactive in get-
ting new members from “both sides” of the 
road and even better at giving them a real 
reason for renewing that membership when 
it expires.

Like I said, I personally have great ex-
pectations for 2013, and to accomplish the 
ABATE goals we have set I and ABATE 
need your help. We know that we can work 
hard and still have fun - let’s make this a 
year to remember for everyone!
“THANKS TO ALL THAT DO, AND TO 

THOSE THAT DON’T, PLEASE TRY 
TO!”
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 29, 2012
ABATE of California

http://www.abate.org
Contact: Nick Benson

Email: nick@abate.org or dave@abate.org
ABATE OFF-ROAD DIVISION!

Ok everybody: Here’s the deal. ABATE of California now has their off road division up and running! Simply go to www.
abate.org and you will see the link “Off Roaders, Protect Your Rights,” click on that for an explanation and application form. 
If you have any questions, please email me at nick@abate.org or Dave Hastings at dave@abate.org.

Here are the details in a nutshell. As you will recall, right after Assemblyman Paul Cook passed AB 1595 - the SxS bill 
that mandates helmets and outlaws aftermarket parts - ABATE’s lobbyist stated that it would take about $10,000 to get a 
repeal or modification bill through the assembly and to the governor before the recess. Well that deadline came and went, 
but our lobbyist, Jim Lombardo, still wanted to try and help because he has years of both off-road and on-road motorcycle 
legislative experience, and he has numerous contacts in Sacramento. He has agreed to write a repeal bill (which he has 
done) and submit it in time for the next legislative session in January of 2013. He is doing this with no money up front and 
said that IF we can get our off-road division off the ground and attract new members, he will present us with a discounted 
bill to be taken out of the new members’ dues from the off-road division! This will ensure that the off-road division will 
pay for this in its entirety and no money will come from the on-road side of ABATE! This is an unprecedented offer and 
should not be taken lightly. This will give off-roaders a chance to have a full time lobbyist looking out for THEIR concerns, 
not the manufacturer’s concerns! As ABATE already has a political machine in place, this is a win/win option for off-roaders 
everywhere!

If we don’t get enough new members by July 1, 2013 when all of AB 1595 provisions kick in, we will simply shut down 
our off-road division and keep working on-road issues only. HOWEVER, if we do get and retain enough off-road members, 
our lobbyist has agreed to work at a discounted rate to help ABATE truly represent all riders in California by helping off-
roaders fight this and any future adverse legislation! That’s right, if we can get several hundred new members out of the 
over one million off-roaders in California, we will have our own 24/7, 365 days per year lobbyist looking out for us (instead 
of the manufacturers) full time. All of this for an annual membership cost that is less than one day of off-roading! I have 
assured our lobbyist, that there are many off-roaders, especially in the SxS community who will join us in this incredible 
opportunity.

Let’s hope that I am right. After hearing many of you voice your concerns over the past couple of months, I sincerely 
hope that you will join ABATE of California. This will ensure that the off-road community will have their own full time lobbyist 
representing them in Sacramento to make sure that a bill like this never sneaks through again. How about it everyone, are 
we going to put our money where our mouth is? ABATE of California has done the start-up work and has the needed political 
resources to help immediately. Now it is time for the off-roaders to do their part. Simply go to ABATE’s web site www.abate.
org and click on the “off roaders” link, print out the form and sign up to protect your rights. Or you can join on-line.

CURRENT ISSUES FOR OFF-ROADERS
AB 1595: Requires all drivers and passengers in ROHVs (Rhinos, Razors, etc.), regardless of age to wear helmets. 

(Effective January 1, 2013)
Requires factory installed passenger seats. Aftermarket passenger seats will be illegal whether or not they were 

professionally installed. (Effective July 1, 2013)
Requires factory installed roll cages. Aftermarket roll cages will be illegal even if professionally built and installed. 

(Effective July 1, 2013)
Requires drivers to be 16 years old unless accompanied by an adult. (Effective January 1, 2013)
Requires factory installed seat belts and shoulder straps. No aftermarket belts or straps. (Effective July 1, 2013)

UPCOMING ISSUES FOR OFF-ROADERS
ATV opponents ask federal safety agency to require seatbelts and roll cages: The U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission asked the public to comment on ATV safety following its ATV Safety Summit held on October 11 and 
12, 2012 in Bethesda, Maryland and opponents of ATVs responded in force. Most of the comments were from people and 
organizations demanding that children be banned from operating ATVs and other drastic measures be taken to make ATVs 
“safer”.

These measures included mandatory roll cages, speed limiters, inter-lock systems so that an ATV cannot be operated if 
a person had consumed alcohol and a ban on aftermarket accessories such as rear rack bags. They also want smaller seats.
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Off-Roaders - Protect Your Rights - Join Us NOW
Single  ..........................................................................................................................................................$ 40.00
(Membership & patch 1st year / Annual pin for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you when printed)

Family  .........................................................................................................................................................$ 60.00
(Two Memberships & patch 1st year / Two annual pins for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you 
when printed*)

Sustaining Single or Couple ......................................................................................................................$ 100.00
*)

Gold Business .............................................................................................................................................$ 125.00
(Black and white business card in Bailing Wire and printed bailing wire sent to you when printed)

Gold Business w/ Color Ad ........................................................................................................................$ 200.00
(Same as Gold Business but with color business card size ad in Bailing Wire)

Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad ..................................................................................................................$ 250.00
(Same as above but double size color ad, and posted on our web site with a link to your business)

Single Life Membership ............................................................................................................................$ 450.00
(Life Membership patch and member card)

Family Life Membership ...........................................................................................................................$ 650.00
(Two Life Membership patches and member cards)

Our Bailing Wire newsletter is available every month online @ abate.org 
*A printed edition is available every other month.

 Single        Family        Sustaining Single or Couple        Gold Business        Gold Business w/ Color Ad
 Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad        Single Life Membership        Family Life Membership

Name:  _____________________________________________________Name #2: ___________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________ City: _________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______________

Phone: _________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________

Visa / MC #: ________________________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

I would like to donate $_______________ to the General Fund   /   PAC Fund   /   Lobbyist Fund
Mail To:  ABATE of California; 10240 7th Avenue, Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

Tel  (760) 956-1669  •   Fax  (760) 956-6519   •   Questions?  Contact  nick@abate.org   or   dave@abate.org

10240 7th Ave. • Hesperia, CA 92345
Tel: (760) 956-1669 • Fax: (760) 956-6519

www.abate.org

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road” MEMBERSHIP FORM

(REV. 11/12)  •  PR PRINTING (909) 387-0717

A Union of  Motorcylists
     ABATE of California, a leading organization in protecting motorcycle rights in California, is excited to announce the opening 
of our “Off-Road”
     Recently the off-road community was caught totally off guard by the passage of Assembly Bill 1595 that severely impacts 
the ability to modify and use “upgraded” off-highway side-by-side vehicles. 
     AB 1595 prohibits the use of (approved/sanctioned racing style) seat belt harnesses, prohibits the addition of full roll cages, 
and requires mandatory helmet use in these and ONLY these vehicles. 
     Portions of this law go into effect on January 1, 2013 and all parts of the law will be enforced on July 1, 2013. AB 1595 will 
have an immediate and very negative impact on side-by side safety and prevent the use of many of these family recreational 
vehicles that have been upgraded with additional safety equipment. 
     Please join ABATE of California in our quest to repeal this poorly written legislation and help us restore the rights of side-
by-side owners statewide who use these vehicles for safe and responsible family off-road recreation.  
     Your annual membership will help us retain a full time lobbyist to watch out for future negative off-road legislation.  With 
everyone’s help, we can beat these laws, without your help, we could lose all of our off-road freedoms.  Join us now!

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road”
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COAST TO COAST BIKER NEWS
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish

CONGRESS GIVES TAX BREAK 
TO ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE BUY-
ERS: Tax hikes and spending cuts domi-
nated holiday headlines as the federal gov-
ernment teetered on the edge of the Fiscal 
Cliff, but the legislative package passed on 
New Year’s Day to resolve the issue, dubbed 
the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, 
included several tax credit extensions that 
didn’t generate as much media interest – in-
cluding one for electric motorcycles.

Oregon Senator Ron Wyden (D) spon-
sored the amendment extending the EV 
tax credit, which covers 10% of the cost of 
a qualified electric vehicle, up to $2,500. 
Vehicles must be a two- or three-wheeled 
plug-in electric designed “primarily for use 
on public streets, roads, and highways” and 
“capable of achieving a speed of 45 miles 
per hour or greater.”

Electric-powered two wheelers have been 
without a federal purchase incentive since 
the end of 2011, when the original tax break 
expired that was part of the $800 billion 
stimulus package passed in 2009.

A coalition of EV motorcycle companies, 
through Plug-In America, lobbied Congress 
to extend the tax credits, which are also ret-
roactive and apply for electric motorcycles 
or EV chargers purchased in 2012 as well.

Wyden argues that extending the tax 
credit will help generate jobs in the grow-
ing electric motorcycle industry. “The elec-
tric motorcycle industry is poised to create 
tens of thousands of U.S. jobs over the next 
five years, led by companies like Oregon’s 
Brammo,” said Wyden. “This amendment 
helps promote the development of a promis-
ing U.S. industry and support the transition 
to a low-carbon American economy.”

E-CYCLES PROJECTED TO OUT-
SELL PLUG-IN CARS: According to two 
new Pike Research reports, electric scoot-
ers and motorcycle sales are going to eclipse 
that of plug-in vehicles by the end of this 
decade.

In one report from Pike Research which 
looks at electric motorcycles and scooters, 
the study predicts that “annual sales of e-
motorcycles and e-scooters will reach 18.6 
million by 2018.”

Pike Research points primarily to indus-
tries such as delivery companies, police and 
security forces, and even taxi services in 
some locations as the prime mover for the 
increase in sales of electric motorcycles and 
scooters.

Another recently released Pike Research 
report predicted that annual worldwide 
sales of electric vehicles will reach 3.8 mil-
lion by 2020. This includes plug-in electric 
vehicles and hybrid electric vehicles sell-
ing in the Asia Pacific, North America, and 
Western Europe.

“Sales of EVs have not lived up to au-
tomakers’ expectations and politicians’ 
proclamations, but the market is expand-
ing steadily as fuel prices remain high and 
consumers increasingly seek alternatives to 
internal combustion engines,” says senior 
research analyst Dave Hurst. “Indeed, sales 
of plug-in EVs will grow at a compound 
annual growth rate of nearly 40% over the 
remainder of the decade, while the overall 
auto market will expand by only two per-
cent a year.”

Taken together, the two Pike Research 
reports indicate that two-wheel EV sales 
will outperform electric four-wheelers by 
a margin of 5-1 by the end of the decade.  
Currently, China is the biggest market for 
the sale of these electric vehicles, account-
ing for 81% of the global electric motorcycle 
and scooter market.

EPA TO DROP FOUR GALLON 
MINIMUM GAS PURCHASES: Etha-
nol-laden gasoline is known to cause engine 
damage, and many manufacturers warn that 
using the product will invalidate warran-
ties, so when the EPA approved E15 (fuel 
blend containing 15% ethanol) it raised con-
cerns amongst motorcyclists, off-roaders, 
snowmobilers, boaters and others who use 
vehicles and equipment driven by small 
gas-powered motors…none of which are 
approved for its use.

The EPA’s response was to require a min-
imum four gallon purchase, the misguided 
rationale being that it would dilute any re-
sidual E15 remaining in a gas pump’s lines. 
Again, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency came under fire, with powersports 
and automotive groups pushing back against 
the federal agency’s push for the grain alco-
hol-blended biofuel.

Apparently realizing that a viable solution 
to the problem needs to be conceived, the 
EPA is abandoning its four-gallon minimum 
on blender pumps that dispense both E10 
and E15 from the same pump, and instead 
the government body says it will likely re-
quire gas stations to label shared pumps, as 
well as offer a dedicated E10 pump/hose for 
non-approved vehicles.

In the meantime, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia has de-
nied a rehearing on the EPA decision to put 
E15 on the market. The federal appellate 
court decision is a setback for the oil-and-
gas industry, which opposes the use of E15 
and a federal biofuel blending mandate that 
requires refiners to blend 36 billion gallons 
of biofuels into traditional transportation 
fuels by 2022.

NEW YEAR, NEW LAWS: The new 
year puts new laws on the books across the 
country, with state and local governments 
ringing in 2013 with a mix of new laws 
ranging from the innovative to the odd; one 
in Kansas City says households can’t have 
more than four cats, while a town in Mas-
sachusetts is banning businesses from sell-
ing plastic bottles. In Florida, drivers can 
once again flash their headlights to warn 
others of upcoming speed traps, which was 
previously outlawed. Meanwhile, driver-
less cars in California got the green light to 
hit the public roads, but one of Illinois’ 150 
new laws prohibits motorcycle riders from 
popping wheelies -- Public Act 97-743 im-
poses a fine of $1,000 on anyone who pops 
a wheelie on a motorcycle while speeding.

WOMAN FIRED OVER HUSBAND 
BEING IN A MOTORCYCLE CLUB: 
Her husband’s membership in a motorcycle 
club has cost the job of a human resourc-
es technician with the city of Kingman in 
northwest Arizona, according to a Phoenix 
lawyer who is representing the woman in 
her bid for reinstatement.

The city served 11-year employee Melissa 
Summerson a notice of intent the day after 
Christmas and terminated her employment 
Dec. 28, attorney David Kresin told the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal. “She was termi-
nated for the stated reason of her husband’s 
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membership in a family motorcycle club 
- the Desert Roadriders,” he said, adding 
that the dismissal violates her constitutional 
right to freedom of association. “There’s no 
allegation that Ms. Summerson personally 
did anything wrong in her job or engaged 
in any conduct personally that violated any 
of the city’s rules, and we believe there’s no 
cause for termination as she’s been an out-
standing employee with a great record for 
her entire employment.”

CRIMINALS MORE PRONE TO 
CRASH THEIR MOTORCYCLES: Motor-
cyclists who have criminal records are twice 
as likely to get into accidents on the road 
than their law-abiding peers, a new Swedish 
study has found.

The findings come from an examination 
of more than 5,000 motorcycle accidents 
carried out by Karolinska Institute epidemi-
ologist Michael Fored.

He went through statistics and looked at 
motorcycle riders who have a license and 
then cross-referenced the names with the 
criminal register.

“If you’ve been convicted of a crime 
before, we see at least double the risk that 
you’ll get into a serious accident,” Fored 
told the TT news agency.

Among non-offenders, there are 4.1 ac-
cidents per 1,000 license-holders annually. 
However, that figure jumped up to 27.7 
when looking at drivers who had at least 
two criminal convictions.

Fored shared his findings at the Trans-
portforum conference in Linköping, Swe-
den.  “Maybe we should educate people who 
break the traffic laws,” suggests Fored.

EUROPE SET TO MANDATE ABS 
FOR MOTORCYCLES: A Europe-wide 
proposal to mandate anti-lock braking sys-
tems (ABS) for motorcycles bigger than 
125cc manufactured from 2016 onwards 
was overwhelmingly approved by the Eu-
ropean Parliament by a vote of 643-16. Al-
though the measure is still working its way 
through the EU legislative process and must 
still be adopted by individual member na-
tions of the European Union, it is expected 
to be adopted soon.

A European Union Commission present-
ed the ABS requirement for new framework 
regulation for motorcycles, and calculates 
that the proposal would reduce the number 
of fatal motorcycle accidents by more than 
5,000 over a 10-year period.

Although the first anti-lock braking sys-
tem was installed on a motorcycle in 1988, 
only 16% of all newly manufactured motor-
cycles in Europe were equipped with ABS, 

and by comparison car manufacturers have 
made ABS standard equipment since 2004 
which has contributed to an estimated 49% 
overall decline in fatal car accidents in the 
EU. Experts regard anti-lock braking as a 
huge boost to safety, pointing to a Swedish 
highway study that showed that 38% of all 
motorcycle accidents involve personal inju-
ry and 48% of all serious and fatal accidents 
could have been prevented with ABS.

In the U.S., the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration has considered 
requiring ABS on new motorcycles sold in 
America, and will likely take up the issue in 
the near future.

INDONESIAN WOMEN BANNED 
FROM STRADDLING MOTORCY-
CLES: In an effort to establish Sharia law, 
Indonesia’s northwestern province Aceh has 
enacted a controversial new law banning 
women from sitting on motorcycles with 
their legs apart. Aiming “to save people’s 
morals & behaviors,” under the new regula-
tion “women are allowed to sit ‘side-saddle’ 
because passengers who sit side-saddle 
rarely fell off while when you see a wom-
an straddle a motorcycle she looks like a 
man…”

Despite opposition from human rights ac-
tivists who are calling for a reversal of the 
Sharia-type law; “We’re going ahead with 
the ban. There’s no resistance here,” said 
Dasni Yuzar, secretary of the city adminis-
tration.

“The government is only preserving mor-
als. Women must not straddle motorbikes 
because it provokes the male drivers,” de-
clared Aceh Mayor Suaidi Yahya, who pro-
posed the law. However, he also added that 
women were allowed to straddle motorbikes 
if they were driving, as long as they were 
dressed in a “Muslim way.”

Al Yasa’ Abubakar, a professor at the 
State Islamic Institute Ar-Raniry in Banda 
Aceh, explained that no such prohibition 
exists in Islam. While Yuzar agreed it was 
“not explicitly” written in the Koran that 
women should not straddle bikes, he said 
“by sitting astride, women dishonor them-
selves. They show their body curves almost 
transparently. They’re riding with men who 
are not related by blood or marriage. Their 
front body part is in contact with the men’s 
back. This is forbidden in Islam.”

According to Tunggal Prawestri, a wom-
en’s activist based in Jakarta, “Almost every 
bylaw that was based on Sharia law targets 
the female body as a political battle ground 
in Aceh. Women become the easiest target, 
because as soon as women rights activists 
protest we are deemed anti-Muslim or anti-
Sharia.”

Spread across a chain of thousands of is-
lands between Asia and Australia, Indone-
sia has the world’s largest Muslim popula-
tion and Southeast Asia’s biggest economy, 
a huge market that all motorcycle manufac-
turers, including Harley-Davidson, dream 
to dominate one day.

AUSTRALIAN TOP COP VOWS TO 
BAN BIKIES FROM PUBS: Declar-
ing that outlaw bikies “…are not the type 
of people who should be running licensed 
premises,” Chief Commissioner Ken Lay 
has vowed to ban bikers from pubs and 
clubs across Victoria. “The legislation is 
designed to ensure that doesn’t occur,” he 
told the Herald Sun newspaper of his plan 
to move “bikies” out of venue ownership, 
operation and security.

Earlier this year, police swooped on bikies 
in a series of raids and seized 120 guns after 
ruling them not fit people to have the weap-
ons under the Firearms Act.

Meanwhile, police are telling licensees 
not to allow patched-up bikies entry, so 
some Melbourne strip clubs, bars and night-
clubs are refusing entry based on a “dress 
code standard,” and some have even banned 
motorcycles from parking outside.

Inspector Paul Ross, of licensing enforce-
ment, said police “advised” licensees “it’s 
probably better if they don’t allow outlaw 
motorcycle gang members inside ... wearing 
colors.”

One operator, who is enforcing the ban, 
said police asked him and others to sign an 
agreement that the dress code standard re-
lating to bikies was upheld.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “When two op-
posite points of view are expressed with 
equal intensity, the truth does not necessar-
ily lie exactly halfway between them. It is 
possible for one side to be simply wrong.” 
~ Richard Dawkins (b. 1941), English biolo-
gist and author
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Sporty’s Rides

APPLICATION
JUNIOR ABATE of California

New    Renew
Date:    LOCAL#
Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City:
State:    Zip Code:
Telephone #:      (with area code)
Sponsored by:    (Parent/guardian/grandparent)
Their Membership #:   (Sponsor)
Junior Membership receives patch when new $5.00
Renewing Junior membership – renewal pin  $5.00
Junior ABATE Membership #
(Usually the same as sponsor and expires when sponsor’s membership 
expire)

by Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan
Hello All! It’s Sporty’s Rides time. As 

you know I have been at this a very long 
time. It’s amazing how I am able to come up 
with stuff to write about. In my last column 
I talked about the campaigns and how we 
weren’t able to defeat Fran Pavley. She’s on 
the Senate Transportation committee, so be-
ware what she may have in store for us down 
the pike. Also beware, Senator Boxer was 
reelected - she is the Senator who believes 
in Freedom of Choice from the neck down 
only. So now on to the rides.

December 2 I went to Local 19’s Toy run 
in Ontario at the Elks Lodge. Ride there was 
reasonable as it is about 50 miles from my 
house in San Fernando. Great fun seeing 
my pals from Local 19 and the near by Lo-
cals. I stayed and enjoyed myself till about 1 
pm. Left as the sky began to open up a little 
bit. The ride home was steady rain; I was 
covered leg wise but my leather jacket got 
soaked. Too bad Sporty. Get a rain jacket 
and your leather won’t get wet as much. Ok 
rain sucks, right?

Our 25th annual Fred Jordan Skid Row 
toy run was a relatively nice day consider-
ing it’s December. Let me tell you guys and 
gals in ABATE reader land the efforts of 
all parties concerned: Glendale HD, Oliver 
and his daughter, who without their support 
all these years we would not have their nice 
venue dealership to start the toy run. The 
HOG chapter who does parking and break-
fast and my ABATE Local 1 who does all 
the sign in, insurance, and stuff.

If I have forgotten anyone, it’s because I 
am getting older and – bam - memory loss. 
But you know who you are. We had a great 
day and the kids got some nice stuff at the 
Fred Jordan Mission, Fifth and Towne in 
downtown LA. Thanks to Willie Jordan for 
keeping the Mission going.

On December 15 in Rancho Cucamonga 
was the meeting for the Southern CA Re-
gional Rally committee at 3 pm. I was driv-
ing my truck and sorta got lost getting there 
so I was late, but never-the-less we had a 
reasonably good meeting. So look for the 
Southern CA Regional Rally on May10, 11th 
and 12th in Victorville, CA.

The following day Local 1 had its month-
ly meeting and it was consumed with the 
26th annual Polar Bear run, which will be on 
February 24. Flyer available from Sporty - 
email requests to sportymilligan@yahoo.
com. We also sold tickets for the bike raffle 
that will be held in June at Iron Steed mo-
torcycle shop, a Harley dealer in Local 17’s 
area, which is in Vacaville. So the meeting 
was ok not as many folks as I would have 
liked, but ok.

The New Year rolled in and it was time 
to prepare for the first Board of Directors 
meeting in Sacramento on January 12. I 
was originally going to ride the 2007 1200L 

Sporty, but no it was raining then turned 
to snow Thursday and the Grapevine was 
closed I decided to take my truck.

I started the journey Friday morning and 
by 8:45 am I was off to Sacramento via 
the coast route. I had a breakfast sandwich 
from Subway, a bottle of water, 3 boxes of 
CDs and I am off and driving. It’s really 
cold, burr, burr, burr cold! Thank God my 
truck heater works good. I got to Sacra-
mento in relatively good shape. Room was 
ok. We had our pre Board meeting that 
went a bit long.

Next day was the PAC meeting, Presi-
dent’s meeting and Board meeting. Good 
stuff. We’re going to improve our web-
site and the Bailing Wire. Regarding PAC 
stuff, we’re going to be on the defense 
posture. Rumor from our Lobbyist, Jim 
Lombardo, has it we might be hit up with 

a bill to ban lane sharing and also a bill to 
have road side smog checks. SO PLAN TO 
HELP DEFEAT THESE ISSUES WHEN 
YOU ARE ASKED TO DO SO.

Ate dinner with Carol and her daughter, 
Tina. Sunday I stayed over to attend the 
MMA Freedom Rally, which was Monday. 
Sunday I helped Local 25 at their booth at 
the Easyrider bike show at the Sacramento 
Convention center. Surprise! In the rafters 
behind a glass window were the police tak-
ing pictures of the people down below. That 
is kinda sucky, but expected as the usual 
norm. When you get stuff to eat at the food 
court you feel violated because of the outra-
geous prices.

Ok, so at 4 pm we wrapped the booth up 
and I went back to my motel room and had 
another dinner at Denny’s. Monday went to 
the Capital to be at the MMA/ABATE Free-
dom Rally. Considering it was cold, not a 
bad turnout. Usual stuff, political leaders 
talking how they will help us out on certain 
issues. OK so this is a good deal to be at the 
Capital and a rally. Gotta keep up the good 
unification fight so we all stand together as 
one united front, all brands of bikes and all 
types of riders, so we can prevent tooth de-
cay aka bad laws from happening to motor-
cyclists in California.

I finally went inside the capital and paid 
my respects to Gary, a Local 25 member, 
who has the basement Coffee Shop.

After completing my task of getting Bail-
ing Wires out and Local 17 run cards (for 
their run in March) out, I was on the road 
by 2 pm.

Ride home was long and not eventful; I 
listened to my CD’s. I arrived home by 8 pm 
to the barking of my dogs, Lacy, Harley and 
Channel as well as a “Hello” from my wife, 
Renee.

Till next time be good to yourselves and 
attend ABATE functions. Sporty.
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Continued on next page

Motorcycle Safety Report
by Steve Guderian, Safety Officer

A New Year
“In order to make the right decisions, mo-
torcycle riders need the right information”

It is a new year, 2013, and time just keeps 
moving forward, stopping and waiting for 
no one. The first thing that I need to do is 
thank all of you who took the time to vote 
for the ABATE Board of Directors, and for 
those of you who voted for me. I appreciate 
your vote of confidence in me and I promise 
to work as hard as I can to make sure that 
ABATE of CA becomes a leader in MROs 
in this state and across this nation. But, it 
has to be known that we have a lot of work 
ahead of us.

One thing I would like all of you to know, 
there is nothing more important to me than 
saving the lives of motorcycle riders. I think 
the right to ride in a safe environment is 
the number one right of all riders. I spent 8 
years working for NHTSA as the regional 
motorcycle rider safety expert. I left them, 
went to work someplace else and now I am 
here at ABATE of CA. Does this tell you 
who I think can do the best at saving the 
lives of CA riders?

I also want to thank the Board for keeping 
me as the Safety Officer. I enjoy this position 
and I am glad I can keep it for another year. I 
have started some things and I want to carry 
them through. For this month’s piece I am 
going to recap a couple of things I think are 
important, and then go over a some things I 
brought up at the Board meeting that I think 
are important for this year.

I would like to remind everybody to al-
ways question anything they hear about rid-
ing a motorcycle and riding it safely. I don’t 
care where it comes from; me, the MSF, the 
government, a book, Uncle Bob or any oth-
er source. Question where the information 
came from so you can know what makes it 
right. You are the one on the motorcycle; 
you have the right to know how valid and/or 

accurate any information about your riding 
safety may be. As for me I will always have 
some source, study or research information 
to back up what I tell you.

So you know, more and more information 
is starting to come in about what we can do 
to ride a little safer. So, don’t be afraid of 
some changes or something new. Take the 
time to think something through. One word 
of caution, if you have a long standing rid-
ing habit that has worked for you, then it 
may be best not to change that habit. Just re-
member, I am here to talk to anybody about 
anything and we can take the time to look 
at and discuss any riding habit you think 
you might want to change. Ask me anything 
about motorcycle rider safety, have you ever 
wondered about anything, ever thought 
about anything and were curious or do you 
have a great idea about rider safety? Let’s 
talk about it, who knows how many people 
it may help.

What is new in the future, starting with 
some ideas that I would like to see ABATE 
of CA put in place that can also be put into 
place by the Locals. A Public Information 
Officer, a person who can get to know local 
news people and put out information about 
the Local and what it is doing for the com-
munity and for motorcycle rider safety. This 
person can also write well thought out OP-
ED pieces to a local newspaper.

Second, be an advocate for a motorcycle 
rider’s right to proper criminal prosecution. 
If a rider is hurt in a crash and it is not the 

riders fault, what is the criminal justice sys-
tem doing for that rider? I think there are 
way too many crashes in CA where the mo-
torcycle rider does not have a friend who 
can help and support them in the criminal 
justice system. ABATE of CA is a Motorcy-
cle Rights Organization and one of the basic 
rights of all riders is proper handling in the 
criminal justice system. It is important for 
us to make sure that riders get their rights 
taken care of in the criminal justice system 
too.

It you think about this for just a moment, 
these two things can go together. And more 
importantly, working on either of these 
things gets ABATE of CA attention. In 
order for ABATE of CA to grow and get 
stronger, all motorcycle riders have to know 
what ABATE of CA is, and what it can do 
for them. There is a lot of work to be done, 
and it is going to take everybody in this or-
ganization to help with it. One thing, what-
ever anybody does, please make sure to let 
somebody else know what is going on. We 
need to keep up communications in order to 
look strong and professional.

Two more things: I put together a Motor-
cycle Helmet Fact Sheet. I am getting some 
feedback on it now and I have to add some 
end points. But the goal is to put it up on the 
ABATE of CA website and publish it in the 
Bailing Wire - should be the March issue. 
The next thing is mentoring. I was think-
ing about things and I realized that there 
are 3 things that motorcycle cops and clubs 
have in common; they ride aggressively 
(like crap), they have a low crash history 
and they have a mentoring program. Long 
story short, I am involved with a group of 
some very well-known and published rides 
from the private sector and we are working 
on putting together a mentoring program. 
Once this program is done, volunteers will 
be need to help mentor riders and there is 
where ABATE of CA and all of its members 
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can help out. So please keep this in mind.
The last thing; you may recall back in July 

I published the email I sent to the Califor-
nia SHSP committee. After 6 months and 
not hearing from them I sent them another 
email/letter, see below. I have received 
some responses to this email already.

Steering Committee California Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan

Challenge Area 12, Motorcycles Commit-
tee

RE: June 19, 2012 Email and Attachment
Distinguished Members;
At the web location for the California 

Strategic Highway Safety Plan; http://www.
dot.ca.gov/SHSP/

Each of you, Jesse Bhullar, Robert May-
nard, Chris Murphy, Pat Minturn are listed 
as the SHSP co-leaders and contacts. Your 
phone numbers are listed and email links 
are provided.

On June 19, 2012 I emailed all of you with 
an attached letter from ABATE of Califor-
nia and Motorcycle Safety Consulting dis-
cussing a few motorcycle rider safety issues. 
At this time I would like to personally thank 
Mr. Minturn for directly acknowledging my 
email correspondence and Director Mur-
phy for having Mr. Miller acknowledge my 
email.

As the state safety officer for ABATE 
of California and the owner of Motorcycle 
Safety Consulting I am concerned at the 
lack of any response to this letter as of to-
day, over 6 months later. Specifically, in the 
June 19 letter I expressed a concern regard-
ing lane sharing and the lack of any release 
of the Best Practices Guidelines that has 
been completed. This concern was in part 
based on the information the CA Office of 
Traffic Safety received in the survey they 
released in 2012 on Lane Sharing. All of this 
information is in the June 19, 2012 letter. I 
am aware of a person who has been track-
ing lane sharing fatal motorcycle crashes 
for a number of years. In a recent conversa-
tion with him, he informed me that based 

on his information gathering, 2012 was a 
record high year for motorcycle rider fatali-
ties while lane sharing. It was disturbing to 
hear this when I knew that CA SHSP had 
a best practices guideline that could have 
been released.

ABATE of California is a motorcycle rid-
er rights organization with the fundamental 
believe that the most basic right for all mo-
torcycle riders in California is that of hav-
ing the safest possible riding environment. 
ABATE of California supports the SHSP 
Committee and challenge area members for 
all of the hard work they put in for roadway 
safety. However, when I submit a reasonable 
letter expressing concerns, safety issues and 
possible safety measures but do not hear 
back from those who have the responsibility 
for a safe motorcycle riding environment, 
as per the CA SHSP, I and other motorcycle 
riders within California have the right to 
worry about our riding safety. This worry is 
further supported when the CA SHSP com-
mittee had safety information for lane shar-
ing, failed to take any action and California 
experienced a record year in lane sharing 
motorcycle rider fatalities.

Furthermore, a check of the CA SHSP 
web location shows that there is no informa-
tion about any meeting times for the SHSP 
committee or challenge areas. There are no 
listed areas for public contact or input and 
the only contact information listed is the 
co-chairs. I used the only possible contact 
for the CA SHSP and still have no response 
six-months later. In essence this means that 
others who work in roadway safety and are 
not part of the SHSP have no manner in 
which to offer assistance, make comments 
or speak on the behalf of roadway safety in 
California.

Considering my current experience with 
the SHSP Committee I am respectfully re-
questing a CA SHSP Committee response, 
which can come from their designee, to 
the following question/issues by Monday, 
March 18, 2013. This is 45 business days, 
not including holidays, from the date this 
email was sent.

1. When will the Lane Sharing Best Prac-
tices Guideline be released?

2. Why was there such a limited use of 
freeway message boards during May 2012, 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, (this 
was asked in the 6-19-12 letter)?

3. The motorcycle safety fund currently 
has 9 million dollars in it that is not being 
used, what are the committee’s plans for do-
ing any kind of spending down of this mon-
ey? (I would like to suggest a Motorcycle 
Safety Summit in May 2014, Director Mur-
phy can provide more information on this)

4. When and where is the next CA SHSP 
committee meeting and are public com-
ments possible with the proper request or 
notification to speak?

5. When and where is the next CA SHSP 
Challenge Area 12 meeting and are public 
comments possible with the proper request 
or notification to speak?

6. What would be an acceptable format to 
request to speak or provide comment for any 
kind of CA SHSP meeting?

Gentleman, thank you for your time and 
assistance with this matter. Additionally, 
I am respectfully requesting a simple ac-
knowledgement of the receipt of this email.

Respectfully Submitted,
Steven Guderian
ABATE of CA
Safety Officer, 2013

As always, thoughts and information are 
always welcome email anytime. Questions? 
Got any questions? Send them to me and I 
will answer them. Safety is all about each 
rider so any question you may have, it is 
important. I will be in So Cal from January 
30 through February 1, 2013. So if anybody 
would like to chat about anything, let me 
know. Email: Galileo-g@sbcglobal.net

(Retired)
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Donations…Another WOW
DONATIONS – General, 
Lobbyist, & PAC funds – 

THANK YOU

“Thank You” to everyone who 
has dug into their pockets and 
sent in donations, and to those of 
you that are adding some extra 
$$ to your renewal!! We are 
going to do our best to list all of 
our donors and if we leave you off 
of our list, please contact Carol at 
our State Office or Dave Hastings 
and we will get your name on 
next month’s list. You all deserve 
to be thanked!!

Donations to the General 
Fund (from Individuals and 

ABATE Locals):
Thomas Bruce, L#29;
Godfather, L#40;
Ruby Weber, L#25;
Stephen Weiler, L#27;

Locals: 2, 11, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 
25, 27, 31, & 52.

Donations to the Lobbyist 
Fund (Individuals & ABATE 

Locals):
Godfather, L#40;
Rick Mullaly, L#00
Jeff Ozanne (for off-road) L#44
Lonnie Stefan (for off-road) L#44
Locals: 1, 2, 6, 8, 11, 17, 19, 20, 
21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 31, 40 52.

Donations to the PAC FUND 
from ABATE Locals: 
8, 17, 21, 23, 24, & 27, 

 Thanks to those who used 
GOODSEARCH as their home 
page; We received an annual 
donation from them just for you 
folks using their site for searching 
and shopping from their site – the 
easy way to make a little extra $$ 
for ABATE. 

Thanks too for some “end of 
the year bucks” your Local’s sent 
in, most helpful to start off the 
New Year!!

The words “thank you” just 
seems so minimal, but until some 
other words can convey our 
gratitude for your donations, it 
will have to do.

So “Thank You” to one and 
all! And please, if you haven’t 
donated yet, you can mail your 
donation to: ABATE of CA; 10240 
7th Ave; Hesperia, CA 92345-
2631. Write in the memo which 
fund you would like to support.
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SUSTAINING ABATE MEMBERS aka V.I.P.
Thank YOU! for the extra 

support!!!
Bob Blatz (Local 15);
Scott & Pat Burton (Local 2);
George & Christina Butterfield 
(Local 44);
Fred & Patty Cammack (Local 
27);
Tom & Nick Cass (Local 2);
Joette Chantler & David Ericksen 
(Local 58);
Robert DuVall (Local #33);
Hank & Kris Hallmark (Local 44);
Dave & Carol Hastings (Local 
44);
Greg & Diane Howe (Local 15);
Larry James (Local 31);

Lady Kay (Local 25);
Roger Krost (Local 5);
James Larson (Local 6);
John Loudermilk (Editor, Local 
13);
Robert Martin (Local 22);
Jerry McClure (Local 44);
Mike & Linda McIntyre (Local 
#00)
Sporty Milligan (Local 1);
“Lil’ David” Morena (Local 25);
Ken & Raeanne Nuttall (Local 
27);
Mike & Mary Osborn (Local 13);
Jeff & Nina Ozanne (Local 44);
Bart & Wendy Perry (Local 6);
David “Deacon” Phillips, (Local 
25 & Founder of ABATE of CA.);

Carl Smith & Barbara Kennedy 
(Local 14);
Tim & Yvonne Tennimon (Local 
22);
Bob Warren (Local 1);
Esther Webb (Local 23);

For their “Sustaining Membership” 
– and anyone else who signs up as a 
Sustaining VIP Member will receive 
an individual copy of the Bailing 
Wire snail mailed to them (the month 
it is physically printed); a Certificate 
of Appreciation (suitable for fram-
ing); their individual Membership 
card with their name and V.I.P. print-
ed on it; And their names printed in 
the Bailing Wire under Sustaining 
ABATE Members.

A Special thanks to our Sustain-
ing Members!!!
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TECH TIPS
By Craig Griswold

Primary Fluid Change

Unlike many of their metric counterparts, 
Harley-Davidson and some of the American 
V-Twin others run fluids in separate compo-
nents. The engine, transmission, and prima-
ry systems all use their own, separate fluid 
for lubrication and cooling. The one excep-
tion is the Sportster. Harley’s venerable hot 
rod shares the primary and transmission 
fluid.

Not too many years ago, the Motor Com-
pany recommended changing all fluids at 
the same interval. In 2004, Harley-Davidson 
published a service bulletin recommending 
a change to drain intervals as follows: While 
maintaining the 5000 mile interval for mo-
tor oil, the primary fluid could be changed 
every 10,000 miles, while the transmission 
every 20,000.

This, of course, was based on the use of 
“Harley brand oils.” This generally draws 
a rolling of the eyes since most folks know 
that HD does not refine their own lubricants, 
but I have to give them an up-check on this 
one. Why would any business recommend 

purchasing a competitor’s product? Addi-
tionally, as with tires, the Motor Company 
requires the manufacturer to produce a 
product with their name on it to their speci-
fications. Although there are an abundance 
of excellent oils on the market, Harley-Da-
vidson has no reason - and rightfully so – 
to endorse a product in which they have no 
control over quality. Enough of the public 
service announcement.

To answer the question that this all begs, 
is it ok to use other brands? Yes, and as long 
as it is formulated for the purpose it is used 
for, it cannot void your warranty. Given a 
close study of oil analysis in most of the 
brand names, it is safe to say that the same 
intervals can be used with the high quality 
aftermarket lubricants.

Just like the motor oil, the primary fluid 
should be changed after warming the bike to 
operating temperature. This will stir up the 
sediment and facilitate a better drain as the 
oil will be thinner when hot. The bike will 
need to be level.

If you’re draining more than one fluid, use 
separate containers. This aids in checking 
the condition of each of the fluids. Take a 
peek at the magnetic plug. Some fine debris 
is normal, but chunks of metal or shavings 
are a pause for further inspection.

Clean and replace the plug. Use a new o-
ring if applicable, or if it is the pipe thread 
style plug apply a conservative amount of 
hi-temp Teflon sealant to the threads. Pour 
the requisite amount of fluid into the pri-
mary through the derby cover opening. 
Most models will require a full quart, some 
will need more. Check your service man-
ual for the capacity. It is important to not 
overfill. This will saturate the clutch plates 
and cause them to stick. Known as “clutch 
drag” this can cause hard shifting and make 
finding neutral difficult. Regardless of stat-
ed capacity, the fluid level should be at the 
bottom of the diaphragm spring.

Install the derby cover using a new o-ring 
or gasket and torque to specification. Pre-
Twin-Cam models have a 3 bolt pattern and 
the holes are open to the oil side so seal-
ing washers should be used. The later 5 bolt 
covers have blind threads and do not need 
the sealing washers. Don’t forget the blue 
(medium strength) thread locker.

Ride safe!
(Craig Griswold and Mary Kirby are the 

owners of Two Gunners Custom Iron in 
Penn Valley, CA. Questions and comments 
can be sent to e-mail: craig@twogunners-
customiron.com, or call 530-263-8071. Ad-
ditional information can be found on the 
web at: twogunnerscustomiron.com and 
Facebook).
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®
®

Southern California’s 
Largest Indoor  

Gardening Center

4745 Hiers Ave.
Riverside, CA 92505

877-476-9487 Toll Free
951-689-4575 Local
951-343-3087 Fax

Store Hours:
  9:00 - 7:00 Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00 Saturday
10:00 - 6:00 Sunday
www.discount-hydro.com

by Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan
Membership Chairman

Hi All! By the time you read this report 
the winners of the 2012 Membership Drive 
will have been given their awards and mon-
ey. This was done at our first 2013 Board of 
Directors meeting, which was held at the La 
Quinta Inn in downtown Sacramento.

Before I announce the winners, I want 
to thank all the folks who got members for 
ABATE of California. Now let’s see what 
we can do to retain the folks that were 
signed up during the drive. You can accom-
plish this by doing the following: 1) At your 
monthly meeting make all the new members 
feel welcome. Introduce the new members 
to the group. 2) Make the new guy or gal 
feel a part of the Local. 3) If you’re planning 
a run or up-coming event, find out what the 
new member feels comfortable doing to 
help out.

In my Local I try to make my members 
feel a part of the Local by sending out meet-
ing reminder postcards and e mails to the 
members for our meetings. Not all the mem-
bers can make the meetings, but at least the 
e mail or postcard meeting reminder shows 
you care. What does this do for you? The 
reward will be a renewal when their mem-
bership is due. Local presidents and their 
Local Membership Chairmen, please try to 
keep your renewals and to continue to get 
members.

You may have often heard or read me try-
ing to explain the value of the trinket op-
tion. Yea, Sporty, explain this once again. 
Ok I will do just that. If you have a member 
that sends his renewal to you every year, 
then you can reward him with a trinket. Ex-
ample: Something like a discount coupon 
to a local eatery or a couple of membership 
funding raffle tickets when they are out for 
sale later in the year or perhaps a couple of 
the ABATE state flag stickers. I know you 
can be creative with trinket ideas. What you 
do is put them in a separate envelope with a 
hand written note thanking them for stick-
ing with ABATE and especially your Local. 
It helps reinforce that trying to be a part of 
feeling for the member. It has its rewards.

We are going to try and help the Locals 
that are struggling with membership to de-
termine how they can improve their mem-
bership numbers as well. For the smaller 
Locals who are trying to regroup you can 
use my “Hello Former ABATE Member” 
letter that is available from Carol at the state 
office. Use the tools we have in our arsenal 
to get and keep your members.

In order to be successful as a Local in the 
motorcycling community, we are going to 
have to reach out to the sport bike communi-
ty and the dresser community as well. This 
year in particular we will need all motorcy-
clists in the fight to stop bills such as ending 
lane sharing and possible implementation of 
road side smog checks -at this point they are 

rumored to be talked about in Sacramento. 
However when the rumor comes from our 
lobbyist then you have to take it seriously.

Sporty, what about the 2012 Membership 
Drive winners? Well before that I will say 
that the 2012 Drive got 202 new members. 
That is not too shabby!

Now the winners: 3rd place $100 went to 
new president Doug Biggerstaff of ABATE 
Local 24 with 11 new members. Local 24 is 
one of our fine Locals in the mid state area. 
2nd place $200 goes to Local 20 president 
Gill Mellen with 20 new members. This Lo-
cal is in the Orange County area. Finally, 
the 1st place winner with 32 new members; 
$300 goes to Local 27 member Jack How-
ell. Local 27 is located in the Riverside area. 
Congratulations to the winners!

One final note; we will be doing the 2013 
Membership Drive from January 1 to De-
cember 31. So start getting those members!

Questions, inquiries or suggestions can be 
sent to my email: sportymilligan@yahoo.
com. Remember there is unity and strength 
in numbers of members. Regards, Sporty.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
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State – wide Bike Raffle – a 
Fund raiser for ABATE of CA:
BUY YOUR Ticket(s) to Win 
A 2013 Road Glide Custom 
MOTORCYCLE (either from 
your ABATE Local President 
or ABATE Local 17 – Jim 
707/430-2316 (Read Flyer 
for additional contacts & 
details)

February 24 – ABATE Local 1 – 
Annual Polar Bear Run

March 2 – ABATE Local 17 – 
Annual Freeze Your A** Off

April 7 – ABATE Local 17 – 
Annual Spring Fun Run

April 13-14 – ABATE Local 24 – 
Annual AMMO Run

April 14 – ABATE Local 27 – 
Annual Bare Necessities 

May 5 – Quarterly ABATE Meetings 
– La Quinta Inn – Sacramento 
Special room rates – Mention 
ABATE when YOU make your 
reservation/ prices held to April 
14)

May 6 – State Capitol – SOUTH 
Steps – ABATE & M.M.A. 
Motorcycle Awareness & Freedom 
Rally And Need Sponsor donations 
to help fund this event; Checks 
payable and mail to ABATE of 
CA.; 10240 7th Ave; Hesperia, CA 
92345-2631

May 10 – 12 – ABATE Southern 
Regional Rally – Victorville, CA.

May 25 – Arlington Chili Cook-
Off ; Local 27 hosting Car and 
Motorcycle Show

June 2nd – ABATE Local 17 – Hot 
Rods & Harleys (at Iron Steed 
H-D in Vacaville) Winner of the 
2013 Motorcycle will be (drawn) 
& Announced)

NEW DATE - August 2-4 – 
ABATE NORTHERN Regional 
Rally, Belden Town, CA

September 13 – 15 – ABATE 
ANNUAL State Run – Kernville, 
CA.

October 6 – ABATE Local 17 – 
Fallen Riders Memorial Run
October 13 - ABATE Local 17 – 
Annual Fall Run

December 8 - ABATE Local 17 – 
Annual Toy Run 

Please email your ABATE Event 
information (in Microsoft word 
document) and Flyers (in a JPG 
file) to Bailing.wire@abate.org by the 
15th of the month to be listed in 
the next issue. Your flyers MUST 
be in a jpg file to be used in the 
Bailing Wire. Your event flyer will 
also be on the ABATE web site on 
the Events Calendar.
Don’t forget to get your Event 
Insurance – contact the ABATE 
State office for the information.

2013 ABATE Events
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by Junior, Lifestyle Cycles, 
Local #20 Business Member
I recently read somewhere that the aver-

age age of a Harley Davidson owner was 
now 47 years old compared to 35 in 1987! 
Having purchased my first Harley David-
son in 1992, this made perfect sense to me. 
I was 29 years old and ready to conquer the 
world! Most of my friends at the time were 
a bit older than me. Many ran companies, 
raced cars, built hot rods, some even played 
golf! I still remember the day I picked it up. 
I had been riding motorcycles my whole 
life. Had a really cool car, a sand rail, I even 
had a boat but this was different. I felt like a 
little kid on Christmas morning. I was rid-
ing a Harley and it was amazing! Little did I 
know that one single day would be the basis 
for the rest of my life!

At the time I owned a little tool company 
called Junior’s Tools. Just like everyone 
else I was putting a lot of time in and the 
days just seemed to melt into each other. 
At this point you would think I’m going to 
continue on rambling about how much fun I 
was having and how I couldn’t wait go rid-

ing everyday. Yes, I was having a great time 
but now my wheels were really spinning, I 
hadn’t felt like this for a long time, “I need 
to bottle this”!

Over the next several years I came to call 
it “The Harley Feeling”. You know when 
you smile and think to yourself “Right On”. 
Day after day my job was to duplicate that 
feeling for others. I implemented it in my 
personal as well as business life. It was all 
about making people feel good.

In 1999 Junior’s Tools was sold, all 13 
stores in three states. The “Harley Feeling” 
was working! I would now have the oppor-
tunity to participate in an industry I had so 
envied for the last ten years!

Lifestyle Cycles opened in March of 
2000. I had been working out of my ga-
rage for several months. My first visions 
of Lifestyle Cycles were to buy and sell a 
few bikes, work on them when I wanted to 
and even build a few customs. Soon I had 
15 bikes for sale in my living room, 4 lifts 
in the garage, 2 mechanics and a part time 
parts runner. My dream was growing out of 
control!

Today Lifestyle Cycles is my dream come 
true with over 100 previously owned motor-
cycles to choose from, 11 service bays, and 
well stocked parts and apparel departments. 
It is truly everything I had ever dreamed of. 
I’m often asked my story and what is the se-
cret of our success. The answer is so very 
simple. No matter what your reasons are 
for visiting us, stopping by to grab a cup of 
coffee, purchasing your dream bike, a new 
leather jacket, picking up some parts or hav-
ing us service your bike, we want you to 
leave with that “Harley Feeling” the same 
way I did that special day in 1992.

THE HARLEY FEELING
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Submitted by Ruby Weber, 
ABATE/MMA Liaison

The “Our Rights” Freedom Rally on the 
South steps of the State Capitol went very 
well, if very cold, today (January 14). So 
many Patriotic Brothers, Sisters and Friends 
who rode and drove and flew from across 
this entire state to participate in demanding 
a “cease fire” to the active assault on our 
Liberty by those we Trust to represent us. 
Make no mistake, we were very clear in our 
demands and asked this question: “What 
part of ‘Shall not be infringed’ do you not 
understand!!!

Thank you to our elected legislators who 
took the time to come listen and speak to 
the grievances we re-dressed: Our Leg-
islative Sponsor, Assemblymember Dan 
Logue, Assemblymember Tim Donnelly, 
Assemblymember Beth Gaines - Above 
and Beyond with an Assembly Resolution!!, 

Assemblymember Brian Jones, Assem-
blymember Tim Donnelly, Assemblymem-
ber Rocky Chavez - Semper Fi Marine!, 
Assemblymember Kristin Olsen, Assem-
blymember Mike Gatto, Senator Roderick 
Wright, Senate “Super Minority” Leader 
Bob Huff, and Senator Joel Anderson. I 
hope I haven’t forgotten any very appreci-
ated speakers.

So much dedication from so many Con-
cerned Citizens and thanks to these fine lead-
ers: MMA President Dave “Bingo” Quiel, 
Lobbyist Rodney Grenier, ABATE Lobby-
ist Jim Lombardo, US Defenders Represen-
tative and Citizen Advocate Robert Tabal-
do, MMA Business Manager Bobby Smirl, 
ABATE/MMA Liason Officer Ruby Weber, 
MMA COO Gus Alvarez, BRO Represen-
tative Steve Fox, Chaplain “Chappie” Dave, 
USMC MC President, Mike “Roadrunner” 
Beigh, Lori Adams from COIR, Greg Covel 

MMA SACRAMENTO FREEDOM RALLY
Executive Director of ABATE, KCRA 3 
news for covering this event, Channel 10 for 
the same, Thunder Roads Magazine, Great 
Photograper Forrest Coss, Allstate Insur-
ance - Anthony Felix of Allstate supplied 
the coffee & donuts for the rally and the hot 
coffee was definitely appreciated on a cold 
morning, and a Big Thank you to ABATE 
for your Support in this endeavor. Would 
not have been able to do this without Capitol 
Cafe Owner Gary Haller! (Go to the capitol 
basement and get a cup!)

I know I must have left someone out and I 
sincerely apologize if I have but once “they” 
found out we were serious some elected 
folks joined us!

Let this be what we continue to demand: 
Responsible Government!

God Bless you all and God Bless Amer-
ica!
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MMA SACRAMENTO FREEDOM RALLY
Pics by Nick Benson
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LOCAL 24’s 2012 TOY RUN
by Bruce Waldron

Our Toy Run this year was for the benefit of the Valley Children’s 
Hospital.

On a cool brisk day with sunshine and clouds about 50 people gathered 
at Christie’s Place in Madera Rancheros. We warmed up and headed over 
the back roads to the Raymond General Store. After some repairs to a 
motorcycle (unnamed rider), we continued on the back roads into Yosemite 
Lakes and on out to Highway 41 and down to Children’s Hospital.

While unloading the trailer full of gifts, who should appear but Santa 
Claus, and into the Hospital he went. Many of the kids here are unable to 
leave their rooms or are very susceptible to infections. The ones that could, 
came to the Lobby to meet Santa and receive gifts.

It is not the easiest sight in the world to see these kids and the problems 
they are facing, but the gratitude they and their parents expressed made it 
more than worthwhile.
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FRED JORDAN TOY RUN
by Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan, President, Local #1

Ok folks this was the 26th Silver anniversary Fred Jordan Skid Row Toy run and we had 
a pretty successful day. There are a few folks that deserve recognition for their service. 
Without their help the Local would not have been able to do what we did.

First the ladies at the ABATE table, they are very important to our Local. They do what 
they do with charm and grace. They are Sharon Anderson, her friends Gloria and Buffy. 
I am proud to have these fine ladies on my team. Thank you very much.

The men who helped make this a complete success getting waiver signatures and dona-
tions from the riders are Jim Nickla, Iceman and Steve B plus Glen Cheslock who also 
does our AMA insurance.

And thanks to Sarge Matthews who, at the Fred Jordan Mission, does the great job as 
our emcee.

Finally thanks to our Local 1 members who worked the run on behalf of the Glendale 
Hog Chapter. Your help made the toy run a success. You all know who you are.

Once again, a BIG, BIG THANK YOU from Pres Sporty Milligan. Thanks to you folks 
we get to keep going forward.



ABATE Board Meeting
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Gill Mellen receiving 2nd 
place award for Membership 

Drive

Greg Covel presenting 2012 
Freedom Fighter award to 

Nick Benson Sr.



ABATE Local 19 and P.V. HOG Chapter Toy Run
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Totally Kids  Picx by Gill Mellen
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Back

Motorcycle
Metal License
Plate $12.00

Order Form  1/2013       Item #            Qty.    Price  Total 

 
Name:_______________________________________________________ Phone #_______________________________ 
 
Address:_____                                                                                         _____________________________________________________   
Local#________     C.C. Users Fax to: 760-956-6519  
Visa_   __MasterCard__  __ Credit Card # ___________                                        _                    ____________Exp. ___           ____ 
 
Name on Card ______________________________________ Signature _________________________________________ 

ABATE Hat   Red/Gold       06-141   $ 15.00   
ABATE of California Hat   Red/Gold     11-311   $ 15.00   
ABATE Hat   White/ Silver       06-142   $ 15.00  
9 X 6 Oval Sticker       06-160   $    5.00   
Bear Patch        07-177   $    8.00  
ABATE EMBLEM Large  12 X 9      07-174   $ 40.00  
  Medium  6 X 4      07-175   $ 25.00  
  Small  4 X 2      07-176   $ 15.00  
M/C  License   Plate Frame   ABATE - Top   06-180   $ 12.00  
NEW M/C  License   Plate Frame        Let Those Who Ride Decide - Bottom 12-342   $ 14.00  
ABATE Car License Frame       09-182   $ 15.00  
ABATE of CA 2 color design Pin      07-172   $    5.00  
ABATE of California Knit Blanket  60 X60     07-137   $ 55.00  
Can Cooler        07-165   $    2.00  
MEN’S  ABATE T-Shirts                    Qty.                    Qty.                                                             Qty.  
Navy  Pocket   Medium  07-191  Ice Gray          Medium      07-194          Sponsor  T’s   L/S   
           Large        07-192  No/Pocket    Large           07-195      Medium           09-218   
           X-Large    07-193                       X-Large            07-196         Large             09-219   
              XX-Large            07-206     
MEN’S  Educate NOT Legislate  White T-Shirts                                                                              Long-sleeve  No/Pocket  
W/Pocket     Small    11-321  No/Pocket   Small      11-315        Small         11-326   
      Medium 11-322                        Medium     11-316        Large          11-328   
      Large      11-323                       Large           11-317        X-Large       11-329   
      X-Large  11-324    X-Large         11-318       XX-Large     11-330   
   XX-Large  11-325    XX-Large       11-319      XXX-Large    11-331   
                XXX-Large     11-320       
                                                    Total Men’s T’s               X   $  20.00   =  
 MEN’S   ABATE  Tank Shirt                      Qty.                                                                                                                                             Qty.  
 Medium    08-213                             Large    08-214   
                              Total Tank Shirts             X  $15.00  =  
WOMEN’S  ABATE  T-shirts       Qty.                   Qty.  
Powder Blue     S/Sleeve     Large         07-200     X-Large   07-210   
Heather             L/Sleeve      Large         07-202        
WOMEN’S  Educate NOT Legislate  White T-Shirts  
                 Short-sleeve                  Large      11-334                Long-sleeve                 Small 11-337              
                       V-Neck                    X-Large     11-335               Scoop Neck           Medium    11-338   
                                                        XX-Large    11-336                                 Large           11-339   
                                                                                         X-Large         11-340   
                                                                                        XX-Large      11-341   
                        Total Women’s    T’s             X  $20.00  =  
ABATE  Pull Over   No Hood   Sweatshirt                  Qty.                     Qty.  
   Large         07-301        
                 Total Sweatshirts                   X     $ 35.00   =  
Make Checks  Payable To: 
 ABATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  INC. - Merchandise 
 10240 7th Ave. Hesperia, CA. 92345 
 C/O  Tina Sanders     
 Tina.sanders12@yahoo.com   760-956-1669 

  
                                           Sub-Total 
Add 20% for  Shipping/Handling                                 
                                            TOTAL 

 
________ 
_     _____ 





Business Members
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00 Law Tigers
Phoenix 888/529-8443 

01 Darold Martin Plumbing 
RET
Simi Valley 818/242-6402 

01 Harley-Davidson Glendale
Glendale 818/246-5618 

01 Messengers of Recovery
San Fernando
Sylmar 818/523-7434 

01 The Rocking Horse Ranch
Altadena 626/296-2961 

02 Cycleworks Etc
Thousand Oaks 805/778-9212 

02 Live Ride Christian Church
Simi Valley 805/306-0042 

06 ABATE Local 6
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 Edie + Jim
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 Graveyard Gamblers MC
Oceanside 760/908-1451 

06 Hurricane Biker Girls MC
San Diego 858/688-1221 

06 San Diego Confederation of 
Clubs
San Diego 858/272-7875 

06 Sweetwater Chapter H.O.G.
San Diego 858/566-4858 

11 PRO-TRAIN
Vista 760/809-9148 

11 Sweetwater Harley-
Davidson/Buell
National City 619/477-4477 

13 Custom Awards & Engraving
Ventura 805/658-2139 

13 My Garage
Ventura 805/339-9448 

13 Vietnam Vets/Legacy Vets 
MC F-Troop CA
Simi Valley  

15 Better Living Chiropractic
Concord 925/798-6534 

15 McGuire Harley-Davidson/
Buell
Walnut Creek 925/945-6500 

17 Affordable Hauling
Vacavillle 707/450-8432 

17 American Legion Post 208
Dixon 707/678-8580 

17 Buckhorn Bar & Grill
Dixon 707/678-5687 

17 Dawson’s
Dixon 707/678-2067 

17 Dee Dee’s Bar & Grill
Winters 707/430-1989 

17 Iron Steed Harley-Davidson
Vacaville 707/455-7000 

17 Jim-Denny’s Hamburgers
Sacramento 916/443-9655 

17 Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon
Vacaville 707/447-5541 

17 Legal Shield
Winters 707/301-6127 

17 Loyal Order of Moose #1967
Vacaville 707/448-1122 

17 Miss Darla’s
Vacaville 707/446-4131 

17 Plainfield Station Bar & Grill
Woodland 530/668-0207 

17 Str 8 Shooter Sports Bar & 
Deli
Vacaville 707/453-7878 

19 Industrial Supply Co
Ontario 909/923-3138 

20 AZRAELS MC
Costa Mesa 949/275-5453 

20 Bakataries M/C
Cypress 714/329-8388 

20 Bikers For Christ MM
Oceanside 714/742-6703 

20 Bill W’s Sober Pack
Stanton 714/393-8556 

20 Freedom Coalition Fest
Lakewood 714/331-9362 

20 Harbor Radiator Air 
Conditioning
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810 

20 Jonny’s Welding & 
Fabrication
Aliso Viejo 949/212-1737 

20 Leons Transmission Service
Garden Grove 714/534-3300 

20 Lifestyle Cycles
Anaheim 714/490-0155 

20 MONA VIE
Long Beach 714/809-1658 

20 Nikki’s Flags
Newport Beach 949/646-5166 

20 Viet Nam Vets/Legacy
Vets MC
Santa Fe  Springs www.
VNVMC-CA.com 

22 faceuptofred.com
Rancho Dominguez 
310/638-2825 

22 Ironworkers MC #433
Whittier www.IWMC433.com 

23 Biker Supply House
San Bernardino 909/327-2828 

23 Vicky’s Restaurant
San Bernardino 909/888-1171 

24 Allied Linoleum & Carpet
Pinedale 559/438-0177 

24 Art Douglas Plumbing 
Heating
Fresno 559/222-5306 

24 Christi’s Place
Madera 559/395-4873 

24 Dunlap Sports Grill
Dunlap 559/338-0160 

24 Garlock Collision Repair 
Specialist
Fresno 559/229-6900 

24 Hagerty Collector Car 
Insurance
Fresno 559/455-3913 

24 Harley-Davidson/Buell 
Fresno
Fresno 559/275-8586 

24 Landstar Inway Inc
Fresno 559/271-3000 

24 Mathews Harley-Davidson
Fresno 559/233-5279 

24 Puma Construction & 
Restoration
Fresno 559/275-6100 

24 Steve’s Boat & Propeller 
Repair
Madera 559/432-9407 

24 Stonehouse Tavern
Auberry 559/855-4800 

24 Studio Motors
Clovis 559/297-5667 

24 Tamarack Machine Works
Sanger 559/876-1703 

25 U S Cycle & Tire
Folsom 916/988-7760 

27 All Points Motorcycle 
Towing
Lomita 714/887-6429 

27 American Legion Post 79
Riverside 951/788-8635 

27 American Metal Recycling
Riverside 951/776-4080 

27 Awesome Awards
Riverside 951/685-6885 

27 Bail Bonds
Riverside 1-888-GET-BAIL 

27 BMW Motorcycles of 
Riverside
Riverside 951/353-0607 

27 DanKat Industries
Norco 951/315-3905 

27 Discount Hydroponics
Riverside 951/689-4575 

27 Duke’s Bar & Grill
Riverside 951/248-1143 

27 Harrison’s Koi Farm
Riverside 951/369-9998 

27 Jam Sportswear
Redlands 909/798-4552 

27 Jerry’s Brake & Alignment
Riverside 951/371-5390 

27 LVR Racing
Riverside 951/500-6068 

27 Matrix Tacos
Riverside 951/880-3494 

27 Mission Tattoo & Art Gallery
Riverside 951/685-5540 

27 Money Solutions
Rialto 909/875-7334 

27 Motopia Moto
San Bernardino 909/885-8900 

27 Music In Motion
Riverside 909/286-8927 

27 Riverside Scooters
Riverside 951/534-0411 

27 The Chopper Gallery
Temecula 951/699-9090 

27 The Lucky Greek
Riverside 951/737-3162 

27 Union Air Conditioning
Costa Mesa 866/352-1987 

27 Vetrone and Sons Electric
Yucaipa 909/797-4576 

27 Zorba’s Restaurant
Riverside 951/662-9189 

31 Halls Harley-Davidson
Chico 530/893-1918 

38 Butler’s V-Twin & More 
LLC
Imperial 760/336-4695 

44 Desperados Leather Apparel
Hesperia 760/947-2000 

47 American Cruisers MC
Hinkley 760/253-9844 

47 Nick’s Computer Works
Barstow 760/253-4736 

52 49er Auto & Bike Repair
Grass Valley 530/272-3242 

52 Renegade Rider
Grass Valley 530/273-4644 

52 Thunder Roads Magazine 
NorCal
Orangevale www.
thunderroadsnorcal.com 

52 Two Gunners Custom Iron
Penn Valley 530/263-8071 

52 Wild Fire Construction
Nevada City 530/265-5493 

 



ABATE
MEETINGS

Orange County - Local #20-Reg#11
Gill Mellen             2nd Tues  - 7:00 PM
2104 Continental Ave.        American Legion
Costa Mesa 92627             5646 Corporate Ave.
949/632-9787                      Cypress CA 90630

Antelope Valley - Local #21-Reg#13
Ron Sundquist          2nd Thurs - 7:00 PM
37230 52nd St. East      Moose Lodge
Palmdale 93552          44545 Dvision St
661/586-5555          Lancaster 93535 
ron.sundquist@sbcglobal.net

South Bay - Local #22-Reg#11
Suzanne Palmiere   2nd Thurs - 7:30 PM
310/245-0543     Chowder Barge
      611 N. Henry Ford Ave.
suzpalmiere@aol.com    Wilmington 90744

San Bernardino - Local#23-Reg#9
Kevin Sorrell       1st Sun  9:00 AM
909/793-1112        Vicky’s Restaurant

                 502 S Waterman Ave
              San Bernardino CA

Fresno - Local#24-Reg#6
Doug Biggerstaff   2nd Tues. 7:00 PM
559/222-5306 Yosemite Falls Cafe’

  Shaw & Blackstone,  Fresno

Sacramento - Local#25-Reg#2
Lil’ David Morena           3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
916/616-9605           Denny’s
            3520 Auburn Blvd.

            Sacramento 95821

Riverside - Local#27-Reg#9
Greg Covel        1st Tues - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 7070        American Legion
Riverside CA 92513      2979 Dexter Dr
951/522-3434        (in Fairmont Park)
www.abatelocal27.org   Riverside, CA 92513

 Morongo Basin - Local#29-
Reg#10

Marty Rapp     2nd - Thurs - 6:30 PM
      Odd # Months
P.O. Box 2334             Call Marty for Location
29 Palms CA 92277 
760/367-1694  

North Valley - Local #31-Reg#2
Larry James 2nd Tues - 7:00 PM
  Last Call Lounge
530/893-4827 876 East Ave. Chico

 
Yuba City - Local #33-Reg#2

Steve Katen 3rd Thurs. - 7:PM
530/749-1003 American Legion

  5477 Feather River Blvd. 
  Olivehurst 
 

Imperial Valley - Local#38-Reg#12
Bob Brown     Last Thurs - 7:00 PM
616 Tangerine Dr     SOBE’s
El Centro, CA 92243  1151 S 4th St.
760/352-7995     El Centro

Bakersfield - Local#40-Reg#6
Omar Macias 3rd Tues. 7:00 PM
661/832-5240 Rusty’s Pizza
661/900-8690  5430 Olive Dr

  Bakersfield 93308
   

High Desert - Local#44-Reg#13
George Butterfield    2nd Sat. 9:30 am
P.O. Box 3094   Victor Valley Moose Lodge
Victorville CA 92392    10230 “E” Ave
760/954-1227        Hesperia 92345

 
Barstow - Local #47-Reg#13

Yermo Eddy    Meet with L#44
PO Box 521    
Yermo CA 92398    
760/254-3833 or 760/953-7353

Grass Valley - Local#52-Reg#2
Craig Griswold       3rd Wed - 6:30 PM
21183 State Hwy 20  Larry & Lena’s
Penn Valley       Pizza & Grill`
530/263-8071       15690 Johnson Place 
        Hwy#49 Grass Valley

    
Ridgecrest - Local #58-Reg#13  

Dave Cornelius  3rd Sat 10:00 AM
760/447-4342 -Mickey’s Pub

   1661 W. Triangle Dr.  
    Ridgecrest

Los Angeles County - Local #01-Reg#8
Sporty Milligan  3rd Sun-9 AM
1616 4th St  Elk’s Lodge
San Fernando      10137 E. Commerce
818/ 361-8800  Tujunga, CA 

Simi Valley - Local #02-Reg#8
Steamer Arsnow 2nd Tues 7:30 PM
661/251-8360 VFW Post#10049

  4242 E Los Angeles Ave.  
  Simi Valley

Thousand Oaks-Local#03-Reg#7
Chuck Pedersen       3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
       Elks Lodge
Thousand Oaks        158 N. Conejo School  
       805/496-0323  
             Thousand Oaks 

San Diego County - Local #06-Reg#12
Snowman            1st Sun - 12 Noon
C/O Boozefighters M/C  Kate Sessions Park
P O Box 501946            Pacific Beach
San Diego CA 92150 
619/855-9981

Orange County - Local #08-Reg#11
Jered Yates   2nd Mon.7:30PM
5031 Tripoli Ave   American Legion #354
Los Alamitos CA  8071 Whitaker
714/393-7174   Buena Park

South Orange County - Local #09-Reg#11
Cory Toroian       Meets with L#20   
949/496-2936     

San Diego County (North) - Local #11-
Reg#12

Dan Buse   2nd Sun - 11 AM
buse13@cox.net American Legion #149
760/807-7294 230 E Park Ave
  Escondido  92025 

Ventura County - Local #13-Reg#7
Scott McCool      2nd Thurs. - 7:30 PM
      VFW #3935
      300 Surfside Dr.
805/657-2454      Pt. Hueneme CA 93041

Alameda County Local#14-Reg#3 
Houdini  1st Wed 7:30 PM
510/575-1500 The Florence

  37349 Niles Blvd., Fremont 

Contra Costa County - Local #15-Reg#3
Dennis Seace      1st Wed - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 269      Fuddruckers
Concord CA 94522 1975 Diamond Bl.  
925/827-9973     E260  Concord

Solano & Napa Counties - Local #17-Reg#3
Glenn Phillips      3rd Sun.- 10:00 AM
P O Box 148      Judy’s Wild
       Wrangler Saloon
Vacaville 95696        4826 Midway Rd.
707/624-6310      Vacaville CA 

Pomona Valley - Local #19-Reg#9
Robert Cuthbertson       4th Wed - 7:00 PM
POB 2033                       Round Table Pizza
Rancho Cucamonga       1020 N Mountain 
91729                Ontario, CA



American Cruisers M/C 
are Barstow’s newest 

ABATE business member.


