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by James Lombardo, Lobbyist

The state Legislature passed its first 
REAL balanced Budget for California 
in years. It’s hard for me to remember 
the last time this happened! Last year, 
the phony unbalanced Budget, that Gov-
ernor Brown rightly vetoed, was only 
passed so that the Assembly Members 
and Senators could get paid on time.

For motorcyclists, once again, our spe-
cial fund called the Motorcyclist Safety 
Fund was not raided to help finance this 
year’s budget. This is the fund that we 
pay $2 into with our annual motorcycle 
registrations to fund the California Mo-
torcyclist Safety Program (CMSP), and 
also subsidize the rider training program 
fees for NEW riders under 21years old.

The CMSP was one of the reasons 
Governor Deukmejian vetoed Assem-
blyman Dick Floyd’s AB 36, the first 
helmet bill he got to the Governor’s desk 
in 1988 - ONE OF OUR GREATEST 
VICTORIES!

Deukmejian’s veto sent Floyd into a fit 
of rage and he cussed me out big time, 
in public, at a popular restaurant with 
legislators called Brannan’s. It was lo-
cated across the street from the Capitol, 

and he went ballistic at noon, the day of 
the veto, with a full house enjoying their 
lunch and Floyd’s performance - WHAT 
A GREAT DAY IT WAS FOR CALI-
FORNIA RIDERS!

I know I repeat this every month, but 
some riders still do not read my column 
each month. The bill to codify Lane 
Sharing, SB 350 by Senator Jim Beall, 
is STILL a two-year bill and will not be 
heard until next year.

I am pressing the Transportation 
Committees in both houses to pass out 
either, or both, AB 64 by Assemblyman 
Donnelly or SB 234 by Senator Mimi 
Walters to grandfather in aftermarket 



What is ABATE?
ABATE is a motorcyclists’ rights 

organization (not a club) dedicated to 
preserving freedom of choice and freedom 
of the road, with emphasis on education and 
safety. Our members are active in programs for 
public awareness and motorcycle safety, and in 
supporting many types of charity events.

Included with an ABATE membership are 
a sew-on patch, membership card, and our 
monthly newsletter THE BAILING WIRE. 
There are no special requirements for joining 
aside from an interest in promoting motorcy-
clists’ rights and safety with payment of the 
appropriate fees.
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Mission Statement
 ABATE of California is committed to protect and 
promote the interests of the motorcycle community. 
ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the individual 
rights and liberties of all riders thru political and legisla-
tive action. ABATE promotes motorcycle safety through 
education, training and public awareness. 
ABATE of California now has their off road division up 

and running!
Join on Page 13.

ABATE of California Inc. nei-
ther endorses nor promotes the ser-
vices of any particular Law Firm. 
We are committed to working with 
all MROs including NCOM, MRF, 
AMA, MMA, BOLT and any other 
motorcycle rights organization that 
strengthens our lobby on legisla-
tive issues and on motorcycle safety.

Donations to ABATE Of Califor-
nia are not deductible for Federal 
income tax purposes. However, 
dues and fees may qualify as busi-
ness expenses and may be deduct-
ible in limited circumstances sub-
ject to various restrictions imposed 
by the Internal Revenue Code.

seating for side by side OHVs. These 
are vehicles that have been modified 
by their owners so they can have other 
family members ride with them when 
off-roading.

I have spoken with the Governor’s 
office and if we are successful in get-
ting these bills to him by July 1st, they 
should be signed into law. An outstand-
ing success for advancing ABATE’s 
first bills to help our new off-road mem-
bers!

Senator Huff was gracious enough 
to sponsor, on ABATE’s behalf, Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution 41 declaring 

Jim from page 1 May as Motorcycle Awareness Month. 
It was co-sponsored by Assemblyman 
Brian Jones. Both are on and off-road 
riders and both also spoke at our May 
Motorcycle Awareness and Freedom 
rally on May 6th at the Capitol.

I will be attending the next ABATE 
Board meeting in Southern California 
on July 20th. It is ALWAYS a lot of fun 
for me to see old friends and to make 
new ones.

Thanks again to the Locals and many 
individuals for sending contributions to 
the Lobbyist fund. That keeps me in the 
halls of the legislature fighting for our 
RIDING FREEDOMS!



ABATE OF CALIFORNIA, INC.
American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education

10240 7th Ave
Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org

info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published 

bimonthly by ABATE of California, Inc., with 
corporate mailing address at 10240 7th Ave. 
Hesperia CA 92345. All editorials, membership 
and advertising is to be sent to the corporate 
mailing address. Circulation: 5,500 bimonthly. 

 Written articles are the opinions of 
the  authors and not necessarily the opinion 
of ABATE of California. Editor reserves the 
right to edit any copy.

EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk

Assistant Tina Sanders
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS

Carol Cromwell & Caroline Griffith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Bruce Waldron & Gill Mellen

COLUMNISTS
Bill Bish, Sporty Milligan, Jim Lombardo, 

Dave Hastings, & Craig Griswold

DEADLINES
All run flyers and ad copy will be 

camera ready. Deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to publication for ALL 
material for publication.    bailing.wire@
abate.org 

AD   RATES
Business Card                 $15.00 /Mo.
                                            $150.00 /Yr.
Double Size Business Card W/Color
     $250.00
1/4 Page (3.4”W x 4.3”H)  $150.00 /Mo.
                                            $1500.00 /Yr. 
1/2 Page (7.3”W x 4.3”H)  $175.00 /Mo.
                                            $1750.00 /Yr. 

Full Page(7.3”W x 9.7‘H)    $350.00 /Mo.
                                            $3500.00 /Yr.

Full color ad is 25% extra.
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  SPECIAL
$125 - One Year  B u s i n e s s 

Member Listing, Couple Membership and 
Display Plaque. Add $75 per year for color 
business card.

CLASSIFIED
Members may advertise in the 

Classified Section at no charge.
PHOTOS

If you have any photos of ABATE 
motorcycle events please send them to us. 
They will be returned if you ask. Please 
include name of event, date, sponsor, 
etc. Must be received by the 10th of the 
month. You can email pictures in .jpg file 
to: bailing.wire@abate.org
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LOCAL   NEWS
Local #01 Los Angeles

Hi all! Sporty here with the Local 1 re-
port. This is an actual report unlike some I 
have been sending in recently. To get to the 
meeting I was driven to the meeting by my 
better half, Renee. Until I have recovered 
fully she has agreed to be my driver to the 
meetings. Unfortunately the meeting was 
kinda small. This must have been due to the 
fact that it was Father’s Day. But never-the-
less it was a spirited meeting.

I usually make 25 agendas for the meet-
ing. I will not waste the agendas as I am 
going to send the rest to some of my select 
members to keep them informed.

We voted to have me be the PAC vote for 
our Local. That means when a PAC issue 
comes up and needs a vote, I will contact 
members of the Local for opinions and then 
what we come up with determines how we 
vote on the issues or money for candidates. 
I got the job because I am the one who goes 
everywhere and can make most of the PAC 
meetings.

Talked about the State run and deter-
mined that we will send $100 to support two 
plaques and $50 for a small logo ABATE 1 
for the back of the State run tee shirt . I en-
courage you to do the same.

We concluded the meeting with breakfast 
offered by the Elks Lodge staff headed by 
Earl Blanchard. Till next month, support 
ABATE events. Regards, Sporty.

Local #02 Simi Valley

I got to our meeting early to grab some 
good food and talk to other members that I 
haven’t seen for two months, thinking that 
because I got there early there wouldn’t be 
hardly anybody there, wrong! Our volunteer 
cooks were rockin it because there was quite 
a few there already, a big thanks to VFW 
Post 10049 for being a gracious host as 
usual and for letting us use their facilities! 
Thank you to our volunteer cook’s Frank 
and Pattibock. We start our evening at 6:45 
pm with a great BBQ meal with all the fix-
in’s for $5.00. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month and our meeting starts at 7:30. 
We meet at VFW Post 10049, 4242 East Los 
Angeles Street in Simi Valley.

Pres Ray got us going. After the Pledge of 
Alliance he talked about AMA and the E-15 
fuel issues, VP Scott talked about future 
runs, Secretary Jane read the minutes, and 
our Treasurer Stephanie talked about our fi-
nances, Safety/ PR Norm talked about mak-
ing sure you have your affairs in order just 
in case of an accident or? Ride Guy, Guy 
talked about our upcoming fun ride this 
month which he will email us, Membership 
Coordinator Pat talked about our members 
and business members. Andi our Merchan-
dize person talked about our new upcoming 
clothes. Nice!

We had guests from Local 3 come over 
for our meeting and had a really good dis-
cussion about future rides together and a get 
together at a mutual campsite for some good 
camaraderie! It was a very positive meeting 
for both Locals and we talked about adding 
other Locals in the future.

This was a really good meeting and we 
missed all who couldn’t attend. Riding sea-
son is here and we are excited about future 
runs etc.

I talked earlier about getting your affairs 
in order wasn’t just about a will or planning 
for the worse, it stems from my accident 
that I had and being laid up for months. If 
I didn’t have certain resources in order then 
it could have been a financial nightmare as 
well as other unforeseen things that I would 
never have thought about. It’s about having 
family and friends helping/supporting you 
in an emergency or accident as well. It’s a 
different story when you have to rely on 
other people for the simplest things, and all 
I know is accidents happen really fast when 

least expected! Be prepared, the best you 
can, we don’t need stress to compound any 
situation that arises.

Ride safer all the time! PTL norm.

Local #19 Pomona Valley
We are busy with runs and getting ready 

for the Toy Run. Our Local is trying some-
thing different, our own Anjanette Drago-
man, aka AJ, is collecting caps from Coke 
products and getting raffle prizes for the 
upcoming Toy Run in December. There is 
a code inside the cap which you can lookup 
online and see if you have won anything. 
Speaking of the Toy Run some of our mem-
bers spent some time putting bicycles to-
gether. There are also a couple fund raisers 
being held on the 12th and 13th of June.

I saw several ABATE members at the Me-
morial Day run called West Coast Thunder. 
Among them were Tammy, Ed and Randy 
from Local 23. I ran into Bob Marshall and 
his son, Robert, Frank Schafer and a few 
others from Local 27 Riverside. Kevin and 
Anjanette Dragoman from Local 19 were 
doing traffic control. The ride ends at Sobo-
ba Casino. At the ABATE Booth I saw the 
ever present Jack Howell and Greg Covel.

Sunday, June 2, our friends over at 
ABATE Local 23 San Bernardino had their 
Burger Burn at the Screamin Chicken Sa-
loon in Devore. After a quick meeting at 
Vicky’s Restaurant, we all headed to the Sa-
loon. A few members from Local 19 showed 
up and from Local 27 Greg, Jack and Lee 
Davidson.

Jack seemed to really enjoy the Bikini 
Bike Wash and that is all I have say on that 
matter. The Burgers were popular and sell-
ing well. I even took a turn at the grill to 
spell the cook for a bit. It helped that the 
weather cooled off a bit compared to the 100 
degree temps we had that past Saturday.

The first Friday of the month found a few 
of our members at the bike night put on by 
Pomona Valley Harley-Davidson in Mont-
clair. It is held from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm and 
it is usually well attended.

Be sure to check out our Facebook page 
“Abate of California Local 19”. You can 
usually see flyers for upcoming events and 
posts from some of our members.

Donald Kline, Run Coordinator
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LOCAL   NEWS
Local #20 Orange County

32 members and 2 guests attended our 
meeting June 11th. The chicken dinner was 
good as usual but some of the members said 
they would like something different and 
maybe less expensive so we will be having 
tacos next week.

We welcomed our newest member, Wayne 
Elliott, and thanked Valori Zaffino and Da-
ryl Hutchins for renewing their member-
ship.

Our meeting was short because VP Paul 
led the meeting while Gill was in the hospi-
tal recovering from hip surgery. Spike said 
that he and Gill had a good meeting and 
enjoyed hanging out with former Assembly-
man Jose Solorio, he is biker friendly. Spike 
also told us that Mr. Solorio will be running 
for Senate in 2014 and recommended that he 
gets our vote.

Coming up events were announced and 
flyers were handed out for the following: 
11th Annual Heritage House Run by Bill 
W’s Sober Pack on June 22nd, Crestline 
Mountain Run by Solders for Jesus on July 
27th, Charity Fundraiser for Military Family 
by Azraels M/C on Aug 24th and 7th Annual 
Downed Biker Rally by Bikers for Christ 
on October 5th. Detailed information for all 
the events are listed on Facebook at ABATE 
Local 20.

The dollar draw was won tonight Scott 
Gottesman for a total of $115.00. ~Leenie~

Local #23 San Bernardino

Well May and June were super busy 
months; Regional Rally, West Coast Thun-
der Run, our first Burger Burn/Bikini Bike 
wash. Thanks go out to Ron and Liz for all 
their hard work organizing the Regional 
Rally. A special thanks go out to Kevin, 
Bea, Russ, and Ray for doing the Burger 
Burn.

It was good to see several members at 
the West Coast Thunder run and to see an 
ABATE Booth out at Sobo. The first Burger 
Burn/Bikini Bike wash out at the Scream-
ing Chicken was a success also. Thanks to 
everyone who pitched in and gave a hand.

Local 23 will be flipping burgers at 
TaTa3 on July 27 in order to raise funds for 
ABATE. We will be sponsoring the Pie Eat-
ing Contest. The next Burger Burn/Bikini 
Bike Washes will be held on Sunday, July14, 
and Sunday, August 11. We hope that every-
one can come out and support these fund 
raising events.

Our regular meetings are held on the first 
Sunday of each month at Vicky’s Restaurant 
at the corner of Waterman and Mill Street 
in San Bernardino. Meetings start at 9:00 
am, but you can come early and have a nice 
breakfast.

We are also asking our members to donate 
some items for our next raffles – the supply 
is looking pretty sad. We are still collecting 
pennies, so bring them all in and feel good 
about helping a worthy cause for children.

Tammy Odell, Membership, Local 23

Local #25 Sacramento

At our meeting on Thursday, May 16, 
Gary gave us a PAC Report with updates on 
the lane sharing bill, the parking lot bill and 
the off-road bills. Lil’ David updated us on 
the Board of Directors meeting and passed 
out a fact sheet relating to DOT helmet stan-
dards.

The Local 25 bake sale was on the third 
weekend in May at the Circle K on Hem-
lock. The Circle K is having a Red Cross 
fundraiser in June and Local 25 has been 
invited to set up our booth at the event. Ron 
manned the booth at the Renegade swap 
meet last month. Till next month, David 
Smart.
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Pac/Lobbyist Report
by Dave Hastings, Treasurer

ABATE PAC members have traditionally 
signed in at every PAC meeting they at-
tend to keep their “active status” and along 
with that, their “eligibility” to vote on PAC 
items. During the last few years ABATE of 
California has used an on-line format for 
several of our Board of Director’s meetings 
and we have also had several BOD meetings 
back to back in Sacramento instead of our 
usual northern/southern meeting rotation. 
This has created havoc with our PAC sign 
in requirement because a lot of our mem-
bers cannot travel to the opposite end of our 
state just to attend a one hour PAC meeting. 
With the rotation schedule we normally use 
a member can miss one meeting and still 
be active by attending the following meet-
ing in their own geographic area. With that 
said we are going to again start enforcing 
the PAC “miss two in a row” rule and re-
move you from the active list until you meet 
the criteria laid out in our PAC rules. Please 
sign in at every meeting you attend so you 
can keep your voting eligibility current. 
Also remember that a lot of our PAC infor-
mation is only available at the PAC meet-

ing and often times issues are decided by 
the members in attendance because of the 
urgency of the issue and/or available time 
constraints that we must deal with. So, at-
tend every PAC meeting in your geographic 
area and earnestly try to make the out of 
area meetings also. We are already gearing 
up for next year’s election cycle and your in-
put and PAC vote helps us decide the “Who, 
When and Where” issues that ABATE PAC 
pursues.

Now on to the dollars and cents that keep 
ABATE of California, our Lobbyist and our 

ABATE PAC alive and strong. Please, if 
you haven’t already, or if you can afford to 
again, contribute to our dedicated ABATE 
funding accounts. First we have the General 
Fund for the day to day operation of ABATE 
of California. Next is our Lobbyist Fund 
which is dedicated for our full time ABATE 
of California lobbyist in Sacramento, Mr. 
James Lombardo. And the last dedicated 
account is our ABATE PAC Fund which is 
used to support candidates that support our 
motorcycle lifestyle in California. Pick one, 
or hopefully all three, and send what you 
can, when you can. Your personal donations 
of time and money make us the premier mo-
torcycle rights organization in California 
and ABATE cannot say “Thank You” loud 
enough or often enough. Your generosity 
and hard work ensures motorcycle freedom 
for every rider in California. So in ending, 
“Thank You” again for allowing and helping 
ABATE of California to be the number one 
organization that delivers your hard earned 
freedom to those riders.

“THANKS TO ALL THAT DO, AND 
TO THOSE THAT DON’T, PLEASE 

TRY TO!”
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“It is seldom that liberty of any kind is 
lost all at once.” – David Hume

ABATE of California Accomplishments

ABATE supported the establishment and 
the expansion of the award-winning Cali-
fornia Motorcycle Safety Program (CMSP), 
and holds a permanent seat on the CMSP 
Advisory Committee. 

ABATE assisted in the defeat of a pro-
posed federal ban on sport bikes. 

ABATE has been a driving force in pro-
moting “May as Motorcycle Awareness 
Month” not only at the state level but also in 
local cities and communities. 

ABATE’s political action arm, ABATE-
PAC, has trained and organized campaign 
volunteers to assist in the campaigns of can-
didates supportive of motorcyclists’ rights, 
which has raised the visibility and credibil-
ity of California motorcyclists with local, 
state and federal politicians. 

ABATE Locals are involved with fund-
raising endeavors for charities and those in 
need. Tons of food and truckloads of toys 
are donated each year at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, working in partnership with 
community charity organizations. 

ABATE helped to open High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes to motorcycles. 

ABATE successfully challenged the San 
Diego Police Department over enforcement 
of the helmet law in Federal court. (Case # 
93-0807-J (CM) May 25, 1995 Filed)

ABATE was instrumental in Purple Heart 
Motorcycle License Plate approval. 

ABATE joined other MROs to lobby the 
insurance industry, putting an end to their 
“Superbike Blacklist” of high-performance 
bikes that they refused to insure. 

ABATE helped defeat two separate bills 
to outlaw “lane-splitting”. 

ABATE worked alongside virtually every 
national and state motorcycle rights organi-
zation and lobbied Congress aggressively to 
successfully repeal federal highway fund-
ing penalties against states without helmet 
laws. 

ABATE supported the passage of H.R. 
3103 in 1996, which prohibits discrimina-
tion against motorcyclists in health care 
availability and affordability. 

ABATE was the driving force that pre-
vented helmet law violations from being as-
sessed against the driver’s license as a mov-
ing violation. 

ABATE worked on the passage of 
(AB1515 & SB2084) – Veteran’s License 
Plates for Motorcycles. Both Bills approved 
by Governor Gray Davis in 2000. AB1515 - 
Chapter 859, SB2084 – Chapter 861.

ABATE was instrumental in the passage 
of the motorcycle Handlebar Height modi-
fication bill (AB2844), Vehicle Code 27801 
Section 1 (a), (b). Chapter 280. Approved 
by Governor Schwarzenegger August 23, 
2004.

ABATE lobbied aggressively to increase 
the penalties on ROW violations. (SB1021) 
Approved by Governor Schwarzenegger 
September 30, 2006. Chapter 898.

ABATE lobbied aggressively to repeal 
Section 2140.5 V.C. (Traffic-actuated, sig-
nals for bicycles & motorcycles) (AB1581)  
Approved by Governor Schwarzenegger 
October 8, 2007, Chapter 337.

AB 1205 – Dan Logue; 2/2009 Bill In-
troduced to modify the existing Mandatory 
Helmet Law; ABATE supported, bill failed 
to get out of Transportation Committee 
(2/2010).

AB 882 – Jean Fuller; Introduced a bill 
to post Victim Memorial Signs on High-
ways; ABATE supported; Bill passed both 
the Assembly and Senate floors; Governor 
Schwarzenegger vetoed the bill October 
2009.

SB 435 – Pavley – Smog Check Bill for 
Motorcycles; Introduced in 2009, amended 
8 times by ABATE’s continuous lobbying 
efforts; The last amendment finally reduced 
it to a “noise bill” and it was signed by Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger on Septem-
ber 28, 2010; Chapter 407. Law effective 
beginning January 2013.

February 2010 – Between ABATE mem-
bers John Del Santo, Jean Hughes, James 
Lombardo, Cal Trans, and others (along 
with years of correspondence); Changeable 
Message Boards on Freeways throughout 

the State of California are now being used 
to alert drivers to “Share the Road, Look 
Twice for Motorcyclists”  especially during 
the month of May to correspond with Motor-
cycle Awareness Month.

AB 1848 – Martin Garrick – Motorcycle 
Theft tools; ABATE supported this bill to 
close loopholes; Amends Section 466.65 of 
the Penal Code. Signed by Governor Schwar-
zenegger July 19, 2010. 

AB 1952 – Niello; Amends VC 12509 and 
adds 12509.5 relating to motorcycle instruc-
tion permits. ABATE supported. Signed by 
Governor Schwarzenegger September 20, 
2010.

AB 695 – Chris Norby – Bill to amend 
Mandatory Helmet Law introduced 2/2011; 
4/25/11 bill was granted reconsideration; 
Amended 1/2012; passage failed in Trans. 
Committee 1/9/12 in spite of ABATE’s lob-
bying efforts and enormous rider support. 

AB 1890 – Josè  Solorio – Revised manda-
tory placement location of transponders on 
motorcycles using toll roads and highways. 
Bill signed by Governor Jerry Brown July 
10, 2012. Amends Section 23302 V.C.

AB 1047 – Kevin Jeffries – Forbids “mo-
torcycle only” checkpoints – ABATE sup-
ported; Bill signed by Governor Jerry Brown 
July 13, 2012. Amends Section 2814.1 V.C.

AB 1535 – Linda Halderman – Installation 
of “Motorcycle OK” signs in HOV lanes. 
Introduced January 24, 2012.  (Bill is being 
held under submission).

For complete context on any of the above 
numbered bills please go to www.Leginfo.
ca.gov 

ABATE Of California supports motorcy-
cle rider training and asks that all motorcycle 
Riders ride responsibly. 

ABATE Of California is dedicated to 
“Freedom of the Road” for all motorcyclists.

American Brotherhood Aimed Towards 
Education (Acronym – ABATE)

www.abate.org 

(Rev 08/2012)
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COAST TO COAST BIKER NEWS
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish

FEDERAL RULE WILL REQUIRE A 
“BLACK BOX” IN NEW VEHICLES: 
Congress failed to pass legislation that 
would have required manufacturers to in-
stall event data recorders (EDRs) in all 
new vehicles, so a federal safety agency is 
using its rulemaking authority to mandate 
that all new cars sold in the United States 
be equipped with so-called “black boxes” - 
capable of capturing what happened in the 
moments before and during a crash.

Citing privacy concerns, House Repub-
licans had succeeded in removing a Senate 
provision requiring EDRs from the final 
transportation bill last year, so the Obama 
administration is bypassing the legislative 
process in favor of the administrative rule.

Insisting the devices are meant for crash 
investigation purposes, and not for invad-
ing privacy, the U.S. DOT National Traffic 
Safety Administration mandate will require 
all automobiles and light trucks manufac-
tured after September 1, 2014 to have an 
EDR device that stores driving information 
for federal investigators.

Automotive EDRs are similar to -- though 
not nearly as sophisticated as -- the black 
boxes used in commercial airliners, and 
they are already installed in nearly 92% of 
today’s vehicles, according to industry of-
ficials, and provide important information 
for industry engineers and, in some circum-
stances, law enforcement authorities.

But Horace Cooper of the National Center 
for Public Policy Analysis called the move 
“an unprecedented breach of privacy for 
Americans.” Cooper said that contrary to 
what is being claimed, EDRs “can and will 
track the comings and goings of car owners 
and even their passengers” -- and what they 
can record is virtually unlimited.

In the meantime, U.S. Representatives 
Mike Capuano (D-MA) and Jim Sensen-
brenner (R-WI) have announced their inten-
tions to introduce the “Black Box Privacy 
Protection Act” that will protect drivers’ 
and riders’ rights by requiring dealers to dis-
close to consumers if a vehicle is equipped 
with an EDR, would require manufacturers 
to allow consumers to deactivate the device, 
and clarifies that the owner of the vehicle 
owns the data and it cannot be accessed 
without permission.

“Consumers should have control over 
the information collected by event data re-
corders in vehicles that they own and they 
should have the option of disabling the de-
vice if they choose to do so. This is a basic 
issue of privacy,” said Rep. Capuano.

DESPITE MEDIA HYPE, MOTORCY-
CLING IS SAFER: Record numbers of 
motorcycles over the past few years have 
resulted in an increased number of annual 
motorcyclist fatalities, and in light of overall 
motor vehicle fatalities steadily decreasing 
gives the impression that motorcycling is 
becoming more dangerous, but just the op-
posite is true.

While so-called safety experts point to 
more and more states relaxing their helmet 
laws as the root of all this evil, it’s in fact a 
numbers game that motorcycle enthusiasts 
are winning.

Over the past five years, since 2007 when 
there were just over seven million motor-
cycles in the U.S., motorcycle registrations 
nationwide have ballooned to eight and a 
half million; an increase of 15% more mo-
torcycles on the road today, while at the 
same time fatalities per 100,000 registered 
motorcycles has actually decreased by 
nearly a quarter! Moreover, over the past 
decade motorcycle registrations have risen 
40.7% (from 5,004,156 in 2002 to 8,437,502 
in 2011), but the fatality rate dropped 17.3% 
(from 65.35 per 100K to 54.66).

Check out the most current statistics ac-
quired by the National Coalition of Motor-

cyclists (NCOM) from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality 
Analysis Reporting System (FARS), com-
pared to motorcycle registration numbers 
found on the U.S. DOT Federal Highway 
Administration website:

Year - Registered Motorcycles / Rider 
Fatalities = Fatality Rate per 100,000 Mo-
torcycles

2007 - 7,138,476 / 5,174 = 72.48
2008 - 7,752,926 / 5,312 = 68.52
2009 - 7,929,724 / 4,469 = 56.35
2010 - 8,009,503 / 4,518 = 56.40
2011 - 8,437,502 / 4,612 = 54.66
**NOTE: According to these data ana-

lyzed by the National Coalition of Motor-
cyclists, motorcycle registrations have in-
creased 15.4% over the past five years, while 
fatalities decreased by 10.9% and the fatal-
ity rate declined 24.6%...why isn’t the news 
media reporting THESE facts?

GERMAN STUDY CLAIMS MOTOR-
CYCLE HELMETS COULD BE SIGNIFI-
CANTLY SAFER: A study carried out by 
the German Hohenstein Institute in Bön-
nigheim shows that motorcycle helmets 
could indeed be a lot safer if some other 
measurements would be taken into account, 
concluding that inner shell size alone is not 
enough for providing the best protection-to-
fit ratio, and the head shape is just as critical.

The Hohenstein Institute study narrowed 
the head shapes to 6 major categories, 
with an amazing width variance of 3.5 cm 
(1.37”), determining that one helmet size 
cannot possibly offer the best fit for all these 
head shapes, even provided the circumfer-
ence is the same.

With the way the inner impact layer fits 
on the rider’s head being one of the critical 
elements in shock absorption and G-disper-
sion, it’s apparent that the same shape will 
create different pressure points on a motor-
cyclist’s skull, leading to various outcomes 
in similar crash conditions.

Spaces between the skull and the protec-
tive layer/liner result in less optimal protec-
tion in case of an impact, and such anthro-
pometric head data could improve helmet 
design and manufacturing significantly, 
should the leading brands take notice of the 
study’s finding.
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Coast from page 11
JAYHAWKERS SEE THE LIGHT: The 

Kansas legislature unanimously passed 
House Bill 2318 which allows a motorcy-
cle’s headlamp to be wired with a headlamp 
modulation system, which must meet fed-
eral standards. The bill also allows certain 
types of lights on the sides of motorcycles, 
visible only from the side and not from the 
front or rear and to not protrude beyond or 
outside the body or wheel of the motorcycle. 
The side lights may emit white, amber, or 
red light without glare. The legislation was 
signed into law on April 4, 2013 by Gover-
nor Sam Brownback and goes into effect 
July 1st.

RED-LIGHT CAMERA COMPANIES 
FIGHT LAWS AND RULINGS AGAINST 
TICKET CAMS: Purveyors of red-light 
cameras continue their quest to place cam-
eras on every street corner in the nation, and 
one strategy is to put the hit on states that 
have traditionally been “protected” from 
cameras either through legislation or court 
ruling.

Redflex lobbyists recently swarmed over 
the Minnesota Statehouse pushing a bill to 
allow ticket cameras into the state. The bill 
was written to thwart a 2007 Minnesota Su-
preme Court ruling that Minneapolis’ red-
light camera program was unconstitutional. 
The bill was defeated in committee, thanks 
in part to the efforts of ABATE of Minne-
sota and the National Motorists Association 
(NMA).

In Michigan, where a 2007 ruling from 
the state’s attorney general has been keeping 
cameras at bay, recently introduced camera 
legislation has turned Michigan into the lat-
est photo enforcement battleground state.

The NMA (www.motorists.org) warns 
that if you live in one of the 15 states that 
have taken steps to keep cameras out, stay 
alert. Chances are that a camera company 
lobbyist is cozying up to a friendly state 
lawmaker with a nice campaign donation 
and a pre-written camera bill that needs 
support.

HONDA & BMW EXPERIMENT WITH 
“AUTONOMOUS MOTORCYCLE”: Most 
connected vehicle technologies have focused 
squarely on the car, but BMW and Honda 
are working to develop autonomous driv-
ing technologies that work on two wheels. 
Both BMW and Honda have already added 

plenty of connectivity to their cars, but now 
the two automotive giants are working with 
the University of Michigan and Australian 
startup Cohda Wireless to put networking 
smarts into their motorcycles.

Adelaide-based Cohda designs radio sys-
tems and software that will not only link 
nearby vehicles on the road to each other, 
but also to the road itself. The idea behind 
its autonomous car technology is to create 
an ever-changing ad-hoc network of vehi-
cles communicating their intentions and in-
teracting with the infrastructure of the road.

Known as vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and 
vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I), these tech-
nologies could help power self-driving cars 
of the future. The University of Michigan 
Transportation Institute (UMTRI) runs one 
of the key test-beds for that technology, and 
its lab is running an ongoing trial of 3,000 
connected vehicles in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
which is where Honda and BMW will put 
their connected motorcycles through the 
paces, according to a report on GigaOM.
com.

Motorcycles may not have much room on 
their instrument panels for the connected 
infotainment systems going into today’s 
cars, but they could definitely benefit from 
any technology that makes mounting a mo-
torcycle safer, and one of the major goals of 
V2I and V2V efforts is to reduce accidents 
and improve safety on the road. Vehicles 
could make quicker and better driving de-
cisions than drivers because they would be 
able to access more info from the networks 
around them and react to it nearly instan-
taneously (they’re also less easily distracted 
than human drivers).

As for motorcycle applications, Cohda 
and UMTRI plan to test technologies that 
let bikes talk to traffic lights, roadside bea-
cons and other cars, warning them of green 
lights about to turn red and dangerous 
curves ahead requiring them to slow down. 
By using a long-range secure form of Wi-Fi, 
a motorcycle could communicate with a car 
long before the drivers can see one another 
as they both approach a blind intersection.

Previously, a riderless motorcycle was de-
veloped in 2005 by graduate students from 
UC Berkeley to compete in a 150-mile off-
road race for autonomous vehicles to further 
develop self-navigating vehicles for the De-
partment of Defense.

CANADIAN INSURER TO TRACK 
MOTORCYCLIST BEHAVIOR WITH 
“TELEMATICS”: With an eye to calibrat-
ing insurance rates, Saskatchewan Govern-
ment Insurance plans to use new technology 
to track how fast and how far motorcycles 

go. It’s called telematics and someday could 
be used to help set insurance rates, among 
other things, but for now SGI is just trying 
the technology out with a pilot program.

It’s looking for several hundred motor-
cycle users to volunteer to have their bikes 
equipped with telematics technology. The 
“black box” type gadgets would record 
speed, braking, mileage and location. The 
volunteer riders would have weekly updates 
on their driving behavior, to show them 
what information SGI would be looking at.

“Usage-based insurance is the ultimate 
in rating fairness because it essentially lets 
the driver control their own insurance rate 
through their driving behavior,” said Donna 
Harpauer, the minister responsible for SGI. 
“Simply put, those who drive responsibly 
pay less and those who don’t pay more.”

While no one’s rates will be affected by 
the pilot program, the experiment is one 
of the ideas coming out of the Motorcycle 
Review Committee, a group formed in the 
wake of a storm of controversy after SGI had 
proposed boosting motorcycle rates an aver-
age of 73% to compensate for high injury 
claims. Government-owned SGI later with-
drew its proposal and came back with some 
milder proposed increases for motorbikes, 
including the telematics pilot program that 
could begin as early as this season.

POPE BLESSES HARLEYS & RIDERS: 
Thousands of Harley riders from around the 
world were blessed by Pope Francis in St. 
Peter’s Square on Sunday, June 16, as one 
of the stops in a worldwide celebration of 
the famous motorcycle maker’s 110th anni-
versary, which will roar across 11 countries 
before concluding in Milwaukee over Labor 
Day Weekend.

Choral music mixed with revving engines 
as the Holy Father blessed a sea of Harley-
Davidson motorcycles and riders from all 
parts of the planet flocking to Italy over the 
weekend of June 13-16 to celebrate Harley-
Davidson’s milestone, and earlier in the 
weekend festivities, the leader of the Roman 
Catholic Church was presented with two 
white classic Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
for use by Papal police and his own black 
leather jacket.

Get in on the action while the anniver-
sary tour is still in high gear. Check out 
www.110.Harley-Davidson.com for sched-
ules and cities.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Men love their 
country, not because it is great, but be-
cause it is their own.” Seneca (4 BC – AD 
65), Roman philosopher and statesman
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Donations…Another WOW
DONATIONS – General, 
Lobbyist & PAC Funds – 

THANK YOU!!
Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to these various funds either 
by sending separate donations or by adding 
extra dollars when you renew! Large, small 
and in-between donations all add up when 
combined – so – THANK YOU!!!!

We will do our best to recognize 
your generosity by thanking you here, if 
we leave you off – please contact carol@
abate.org or Dave Hastings 760/947-4700 
and we’ll get you on next month’s list. YOU 

ALL deserve a pat on the back and to be 
thanked!!!

Thank you for the terrific response 
to our fund raising letter that was mailed to 
you too – our Members response is Awesome 
– THANK YOU!!! There were 5 levels of 
suggested donations, and the top 4 were 
used the most (Friend of ABATE; Bronze, 
Silver & Gold Donors). Thank YOU!!  You 
all are the BEST!!

Donations to the General Fund (from 
individuals and ABATE Locals):
Gordon Baldwin, L22;
Bill Baum, L19;

Gary Brooks, L44;
Alberto Castanares, L6;
Peggy Crawford, L8
Bob Warren, L1;
Ed Weyer, L1;
Locals: 11, 19, 21, 24, & 31.

Donations to the Lobbyist Fund (from 
individuals and ABATE Locals):
Bill Baum, L19;
Gary brooks, L44;
Alberto Castanares, L6;
Peggy Crawford, L8;
Rick Mullaly, L00;
Bob Warren, L1;
Ed Weyer, L1;
Locals: 1, 11, 17, 19, 21, 24, 31 & 40.

Donations to the PAC Fund (from 
individuals and ABATE Locals): 

Local 17, 21 & 24.
Thank you to one and all; donations 

are welcomed anytime – you can snail mail 
(payable to) ABATE of California, 10240 7th 
Ave; Hesperia, CA 92345-2631. In the memo 
write which fund(s) you want it applied to.

Off-Roaders - Protect Your Rights - Join Us NOW
Single  ..........................................................................................................................................................$ 40.00
(Membership & patch 1st year / Annual pin for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you when printed)

Family  .........................................................................................................................................................$ 60.00
(Two Memberships & patch 1st year / Two annual pins for each successive year / add $10.00 for Bailing Wire to be sent to you 
when printed*)

Sustaining Single or Couple ......................................................................................................................$ 100.00
*)

Gold Business .............................................................................................................................................$ 125.00
(Black and white business card in Bailing Wire and printed bailing wire sent to you when printed)

Gold Business w/ Color Ad ........................................................................................................................$ 200.00
(Same as Gold Business but with color business card size ad in Bailing Wire)

Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad ..................................................................................................................$ 250.00
(Same as above but double size color ad, and posted on our web site with a link to your business)

Single Life Membership ............................................................................................................................$ 450.00
(Life Membership patch and member card)

Family Life Membership ...........................................................................................................................$ 650.00
(Two Life Membership patches and member cards)

Our Bailing Wire newsletter is available every month online @ abate.org 
*A printed edition is available every other month.

 Single        Family        Sustaining Single or Couple        Gold Business        Gold Business w/ Color Ad
 Gold Business w/ 2X Color Ad        Single Life Membership        Family Life Membership

Name:  _____________________________________________________Name #2: ___________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________ City: _________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______________

Phone: _________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________

Visa / MC #: ________________________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

I would like to donate $_______________ to the General Fund   /   PAC Fund   /   Lobbyist Fund
Mail To:  ABATE of California; 10240 7th Avenue, Hesperia, CA 92345-2631

Tel  (760) 956-1669  •   Fax  (760) 956-6519   •   Questions?  Contact  nick@abate.org   or   dave@abate.org

10240 7th Ave. • Hesperia, CA 92345
Tel: (760) 956-1669 • Fax: (760) 956-6519

www.abate.org

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road” MEMBERSHIP FORM

(REV. 11/12)  •  PR PRINTING (909) 387-0717

A Union of  Motorcylists
     ABATE of California, a leading organization in protecting motorcycle rights in California, is excited to announce the opening 
of our “Off-Road”
     Recently the off-road community was caught totally off guard by the passage of Assembly Bill 1595 that severely impacts 
the ability to modify and use “upgraded” off-highway side-by-side vehicles. 
     AB 1595 prohibits the use of (approved/sanctioned racing style) seat belt harnesses, prohibits the addition of full roll cages, 
and requires mandatory helmet use in these and ONLY these vehicles. 
     Portions of this law go into effect on January 1, 2013 and all parts of the law will be enforced on July 1, 2013. AB 1595 will 
have an immediate and very negative impact on side-by side safety and prevent the use of many of these family recreational 
vehicles that have been upgraded with additional safety equipment. 
     Please join ABATE of California in our quest to repeal this poorly written legislation and help us restore the rights of side-
by-side owners statewide who use these vehicles for safe and responsible family off-road recreation.  
     Your annual membership will help us retain a full time lobbyist to watch out for future negative off-road legislation.  With 
everyone’s help, we can beat these laws, without your help, we could lose all of our off-road freedoms.  Join us now!

of California, Inc.
“Dedicated to Freedom of the Road”
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Sporty’s Rides
by Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan

Hi all! Another edition of Sporty’s 
rides that will be engaging or to say the 
least whimsical. Injury update: I am re-
covering slowly. I still have the contrap-
tion that holds my foot and lower leg to-
gether. I will probably know more when 
it comes off when I go back to the doc-
tor’s office June 25th. I am hopeful that 
when this thing comes off I will begin 
to heal faster because it’s boring sitting 
around the house. I will say, my wife 
Renee, has been a big help taking care 
of me and changing the dressings on my 
leg. I am still using the bone stimulator. 
If that is successful, I won’t have to have 
a bone graft.

My Local 1 meeting is scheduled for 
June 16. In order to prepare for this 
meeting the following happens. First I 
address and send out my post card re-
minders for my members who don’t 
have a computer. Yes folks this can be 
a problem because when your members 
don’ have internet access it makes it aw-
fully hard to communicate important 
items to your non-internet members. I 
try to negate that fact by occasionally 
sending out mailings to my non-internet 
members. But there has to be a way the 
Locals can keep in touch with the non-
internet members.

You have to make all your Local mem-

bers feel welcome. We tend to be a bit 
lacking in that department. I understand 
that not every one is going to get along 
with everyone, but you get a lot more 
with honey then you get with vinegar. 
At your meetings treat everyone with 
respect and they will reward you with a 
renewal. That is the name of the game.

So now with that said. The next thing 
I do for the meeting is to make up an 
agenda that contains items that I want to 
discuss at the meeting. Over the years, 
before I became the Local 1 president, 
I had the occasion to visit other Locals. 
There I developed ideas that would ben-
efit me when I became president. My 
mentor, Peter Daniels, has been a tre-
mendous help in shaping my develop-
ment as a president. There have been 
more presidents and folks I valued as 

influences to my development too nu-
merous to mention. Their insight and 
wisdom help me to stay the course. So I 
have prepared for our Local 1 meeting. 
Hopefully I will get a decent turn out, as 
it is on Father’s Day.

During my down time I have had a 
few visitors. Mike Sherry, and Steve B 
and Wildman from Local 1. For about 
the last year he has saved his money and 
was finally able to purchase from Bert’s 
Motorcycle in Covina a 2013 Triumph 
America. When he came over one re-
cent Friday, my wife was favorably im-
pressed. It is a good looking bike.

To all the members of ABATE thanks 
for your get well wishes and with that 
thought I hope this downtime is not for-
ever. Please plan on attending ABATE 
runs in your neck of the woods. And if 
you need to renew, please take the time 
to renew your ABATE membership and 
help us build up our membership num-
bers.

I miss riding and hope to be able to 
attend the Board of Directors meeting 
in July. That’s it. Till next time, regards, 
Sporty.
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ABATE 2013 Events 
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www.abate.org Events calendar 

Congratulations to, the Winner of the 2013 
Motorcycle, Sandy Corrigan!!!!! 

July 20 – ABATE Quarterly Meeting – Ameri-
can Legion; 5646 Corporate Ave; Cypress, CA 
90630
Approximate Meeting Schedule:
9-9:30 am Meet & Greet
9:30 – 10:30am – Presidents Meeting (All 
ABATE Members/significant others, etc., are 
Welcome to attend.)
10:45 to Noon – PAC Meeting (For ABATE PAC 
Members ONLY)
Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch (served at a nominal 
price)
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm - ABATE Board Meeting (All 
ABATE Members/significant others, etc., are 
welcome to attend)

August 2-4 – CANCELLED - ABATE NORTH-
ERN Regional Rally, Belden Town, CA

August 17 – ABATE Local 44 – Hot August 
Night with ABATE Local 44 (see flyer this issue)

September 13 – 15 – Golden State Ren-
dezvous – (aka) ABATE ANNUAL State 
Run – Kernville, CA. (see flyer this issue)

October 6 – ABATE Local 17 – Fallen Riders 
Memorial Run

October 13 - ABATE Local 17 – Annual Fall 
Run

November 23 – ABATE Local 38 – Annual 
Turkey Run 

December 8 - ABATE Local 17 – Annual Toy 
Run 

Please email your ABATE Event information 
(in Microsoft word document) and Flyers (in a 
JPG file) to Bailing.wire@abate.org by the 15th 
of the month to be listed in the next issue. Your 
flyers MUST be in a jpg file to be used in the 
Bailing Wire. Your event flyer will also be on 
the ABATE web site on the Events Calendar.

Don’t forget to get your Event Insurance – 
contact the ABATE State office for the infor-
mation.



(Retired)

by Lee ‘Sporty’ Milligan, 
Membership Chairman

Hi all! I trust you’re all busy getting 
members and encouraging your current 
members to stay in the fold. It is impera-
tive that we keep trudging along and do-
ing our best to build up our membership 
numbers.

I am encouraging you to go to bike 
nights and bike runs and spread the 
news about the benefits of being ABATE 
members.

I have a proposal for you. I know that 
there are members that have member-
ship scripts which have been successful 
in recruiting new members. If you think 
you have a pitch that has been relatively 
successful, let other folks know about it. 
Send your membership scripts or pitches 
to me, your membership chairman, via ..

Ok, a reminder about the Membership 
Drive. By the time the July Board of Di-
rectors meeting is done, we will once 

again be able to finance the Drive with 
the Locals’ generous support; meaning 
you sold your allotment of Membership 
tickets.

Trinkets: Once again a reminder that 
when members renew their member-
ship, it goes a long way toward fostering 
loyalty to your Local when you respond 
with a special thank you trinket. You 

Membership Report
can be creative as to what to give your 
renewing members.

So if you can think of on idea to help 
build up our membership numbers. Con-
tact me at sportymilligan@yahoo.com 
or my co chairman, Stephen Kinzey - 
his phone number is 909-644-9828 with 
your brilliant ideas.

And as always, there is unity and 
strength in numbers of members. Re-
gards, Sporty
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ApplicAtion
Junior AbAte of california

New    Renew
Date:     LOCAL#
Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City:
State:    Zip Code:
Telephone #:       (with area code)
Sponsored by:     (Parent/guardian/grandparent)
Their Membership #:    (Sponsor)
Junior Membership receives patch when new   $5.00
Renewing Junior membership – renewal pin    $5.00
Junior ABATE Membership #
(Usually the same as sponsor and expires when sponsor’s membership expire)

SuStAininG AbAte MeMberS aka V.i.p.
thank You! for the extra 

support!!!
Bob Blatz (Local 15);

Thomas & Lou Bruce (Local 29);
Scott & Pat Burton (Local 2);
George & Christina Butterfield 
(Local 44);
Fred & Patty Cammack (Local 
27);
Tom & Nick Cass (Local 2);
Joette Chantler & David Ericksen 
(Local 58);
Robert DuVall (Local #33);
Hank & Kris Hallmark (Local 44);
Dave & Carol Hastings (Local 
44);
Greg & Diane Howe (Local 15);
Larry James (Local 31);
Lady Kay (Local 25);

Roger Krost (Local 00);
James Larson (Local 6);
John Loudermilk (Editor, Local 
13);
Robert Martin (Local 22);
Mike & Linda McIntyre (Local 
#00)
Sporty Milligan (Local 1);
“Lil’ David” Morena (Local 25);
Ken & Raeanne Nuttall (Local 
27);
Mike & Mary Osborn (Local 13);
Jeff & Nina Ozanne (Local 44);
Bart & Wendy Perry (Local 6);
David “Deacon” Phillips, (Local 
25 & Founder of ABATE of CA.);
Carl Smith & Barbara Kennedy 
(Local 14);
Tim & Yvonne Tennimon (Local 
22);

Bob Warren (Local 1);
Esther Webb (Local 23);

For their “Sustaining 
Membership” – and anyone else 
who signs up as a Sustaining 
VIP Member will receive an 
individual copy of the Bailing 
Wire snail mailed to them (the 
month it is physically printed); 
a Certificate of Appreciation 
(suitable for framing); their 
individual Membership card with 
their name and V.I.P. printed on 
it; And their names printed in 
the Bailing Wire under Sustaining 
ABATE Members.
A Special thanks to our 
Sustaining Members for the extra 
support!!!
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Thank  you  for  being  a  Business Member & sup-
porting A.B.A.T.E. of California Inc. American 

Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education
www.abate.org 
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Things you as an ABATE Member should 
know about our Website & Discussion 

Group
by Carol Cromwell

WEBSITE: Since the Bailing Wire is now printed every other month, it seems 
to me that Members may not be getting online and finding out what is going on in 
ABATE in between printing times. And if you or your Local President didn’t attend 
the May Board meeting in Sacramento you missed some information there too.

One thing that really sticks out is Sporty Milligan’s absence from the Board meet-
ing and the Capitol Rally. He never missed those even before he was elected to 
the ABATE Board! On behalf of the Bailing Wire staff, we want to wish Sporty a 
speedy recovery. Read “Sporty’s Rides” column for the details.

We recently heard that some of you with laptop computers cannot see our com-
plete website for some reason. You can see the ABATE Banner, but not the topics in 
the gray bar with the drop down menu. So you are missing a lot of information that 
is posted on the website. At the moment we do not know whether the real problem is 
the search program a person is using or something else. But we are working on the 
solution, so keep checking the website.

DISCUSSION GROUP: You (current) ABATE Members with computers and 
internet access this is how you can sign up for ABATE’s Discussion Group: At 
abate_ca@googlegroups.com you will get a message that “you can’t post”. Click on 
contact the “Owner”. That will notify us that you want to sign up. If your ABATE 
membership is current, you will be approved and you will be emailed a message of 
“approved”. BUT you will need to confirm that YOU are the person who made the 
request and reply to that email. After that you will receive the ABATE information 
that is posted on that group and you can reply to the posts IF you want. Sounds 
complicated, but it really isn’t.

ABATE’s Discussion Group is NOT the same as the ABATE Facebook. Similar 
things are discussed, but on Facebook you do not necessarily need to be an ABATE 
member.
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Southern California’s 
Largest Indoor  

Gardening Center

4745 Hiers Ave.
Riverside, CA 92505

877-476-9487 Toll Free
951-689-4575 Local
951-343-3087 Fax

Store Hours:
  9:00 - 7:00 Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00 Saturday
10:00 - 6:00 Sunday
www.discount-hydro.com

TECH TIPS
by Craig Griswold

The Great Oil Debate (Part II)

Last time we talked a bit about the qual-
ity of modern oils and diffused some of the 
misinformation on the synthetic versus fos-
sil oil debate. Now we can dive into some of 
the technical aspects.

At the risk of stating the obvious, differ-
ent oils are formulated for different applica-
tions. In the realm of motor oils, there is a 
significant difference between automotive 
and motorcycle products. Even more so, be-
tween air cooled and water cooled engines. 
The most significant difference is in the ad-
ditive package. These are chemicals, min-
erals, and other products that tailor the oil 
to the application. Air cooled engines have 
much greater operating temperature fluctu-
ations than their water cooled counterparts. 
Higher levels of zinc, phosphorus, and mo-
lybdenum ensure film barrier protection 
even when the temperatures threaten the 
oil’s performance.

Moving on to temperatures, how hot is 

too hot? In a water cooled vehicle, when 
the coolant reaches its boiling point, we can 
easily conclude that the temperature is too 
hot. What’s the “red flag” in an air cooled 
bike? Modern V-Twins run extremely hot 
due to stringent EPA requirements, which 
dictate very lean air/fuel mixtures. Oil tem-
peratures in older engines (in the HD world, 
Evolution and older models) hovered in the 
180-200 degree area. It’s not uncommon for 
the Twin Cams to run in the 210-230 degree 
region. That’s pretty hot, but not overheat-
ing per se. Fossil oils begin breaking down 
almost immediately in what is considered 
normal operating temperatures, but at 260 
degrees rapid break down begins. At this 
point it’s time to shut down and let things 
cool off. Going back to our discussion on 
the fossil oil versus synthetic, breakdown 
occurs much later with synthetic

At this point, a quick snap shot explana-
tion on multi-grade oils is in order. An oil 

formulated as 10w-40 is no thicker than 10 
weight oil under winter (10w) conditions, 
meaning below freezing. The 40 means 
it is no thinner than 40 weight oil at 212° 
Fahrenheit. So, the first number tells us the 
performance of the oil at or below the tem-
perature of freezing water, and the second 
number tells us the performance at the tem-
perature of boiling water. The chemicals 
added to the oil to accomplish this are called 
Viscosity Index Improvers (VIIs). Expand-
ing on this anymore would be like watching 
grass grow, or paint dry. You get the point!

Lastly, follow your bike manufacturer’s 
recommendation for type and viscosity. 
Fossil oils for Harley-Davidson Big Twins 
are all different for the engine, transmis-
sion, and primary. There are a few synthetic 
oils that are formulated to run in all three 
systems in Harley-Davidson Big Twins. 
They are wet clutch compatible (suitable for 
primary fluid), resist shear (transmission), 
and of course can be run in the engine. Re-
member that the venerable Sportster shares 
its transmission and primary fluid, so there 
are fluids designed specifically for that ap-
plication (Sportrans, etc.). Ride safe!

(Craig Griswold and Mary Kirby are the 
owners of Two Gunners Custom Iron in 
Penn Valley, CA. Questions and comments 
can be sent to e-mail: craig@twogunners-
customiron.com, or call 530-263-8071. Ad-
ditional information can be found on the 
web at: twogunnerscustomiron.com and on 
Facebook).
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Motorcycle
Metal License
Plate $12.00

Order Form  6/2013       Item #            Qty.    Price  Total 

 
Name:_______________________________________________________ Phone #_______________________________ 
 
Address:_____                                                                                         _____________________________________________________   
Local#________     C.C. Users Fax to: 760-956-6519  
Visa_   __MasterCard__  __ Credit Card # ___________                                        _                    ____________Exp. ___           ____ 
 
Name on Card ______________________________________ Signature _________________________________________ 

ABATE Hat   Red/Gold       06-141   $ 15.00   
ABATE of California Hat   Red/Gold/Blk     11-311   $ 15.00   
ABATE Hat    Blk/White/ Silver                         06-142   $ 15.00  
9 X 6 Oval Sticker       06-160   $    5.00   
Bear Patch        07-177   $    8.00  
ABATE EMBLEM Large  12 X 9      07-174   $ 40.00  
  Medium  6 X 4      07-175   $ 25.00  
  Small  4 X 2      07-176   $ 15.00  
M/C  License   Plate Frame   ABATE – On Top   06-180   $ 12.00  
M/C  License   Plate Frame        ABATE / Let Those Who Ride Decide                   12-342   $ 14.00  
ABATE Car License Frame       09-182   $ 15.00  
ABATE of CA 2 color design Pin      07-172   $    5.00  
ABATE of California Knit Blanket  60 X60     07-137   $ 55.00  
MEN’S  ABATE T-Shirts                    Qty.                    Qty.                                                             Qty.  
Navy  Pocket   Medium  07-191  Ice Gray          Medium      07-194          Sponsor  T’s   L/S   
           Large        07-192  No/Pocket    Large           07-195      Medium           09-218   
           X-Large    07-193                       X-Large            07-196         Large             09-219   
              XX-Large            07-206     
MEN’S  Educate NOT Legislate  White T-Shirts                                                                              Long-sleeve  No/Pocket  
W/Pocket     Small    11-321  No/Pocket   Small      11-315        Small         11-326   
      Medium 11-322                        Medium     11-316        X-Large       11-329   
      Large      11-323                       Large           11-317       XX-Large     11-330   
      X-Large  11-324    X-Large         11-318      XXX-Large    11-331   
   XX-Large  11-325    XX-Large       11-319     
                XXX-Large     11-320       
                                                    Total Men’s T’s               X   $  20.00   =  
 MEN’S   ABATE  Tank Shirt                      Qty.                                                                                                                                             Qty.  
 Medium    08-213                             Large    08-214   
                              Total Tank Shirts             X  $15.00  =  
WOMEN’S  ABATE  T-shirts       Qty.                   Qty.  
Powder Blue     S/Sleeve     Large         07-200         Heather   L/Sleeve      Large         07-202   
WOMEN’S  Educate NOT Legislate  White T-Shirts  
                 Short-sleeve                  Large      11-334                Long-sleeve                 Small 11-337              
                       V-Neck                    X-Large     11-335               Scoop Neck           Medium    11-338   
                                                        XX-Large    11-336                                 Large           11-339   
                                                                                         X-Large         11-340   
                                                                                        XX-Large      11-341   
                        Total Women’s    T’s             X  $20.00  =  
ABATE  Pull Over   No Hood   Sweatshirt                  Qty.                     Qty.  
                             XX-Large         07-303        
                 Total Sweatshirts                   X     $ 35.00   =  
Make Checks  Payable To: 
 ABATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  INC. - Merchandise 
 10240 7th Ave. Hesperia, CA. 92345 
 C/O  Tina Sanders     
 Tina.sanders12@yahoo.com   760-956-1669 

  
                                           Sub-Total 
Add 20% for  Shipping/Handling                                 
                                            TOTAL 

 
________ 
_     _____ 





Business Members
00 Frandy Campground on the 
Kern
Kernville 760/376-6483 

01 CT’s Motorcycle Tires
Reseda 818/776-0051 

01 Darold Martin Plumbing 
RET
Simi Valley 818/242-6402 

01 Harley-Davidson Glendale
Glendale 818/246-5618 

01 Messengers of Recovery/San 
Fernando
Sylmar 818/523-7434 

02 Live Ride Christian Church
Simi Valley 805/306-0042 

06 ABATE Local 6
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 BOOZEFIGHTERS MC #3
Lemon Grove 619/208-7812 

06 Edie + Jim
San Diego 858/566-4858 

06 Final Option M/C
National City 619/895-8795 

06 Graveyard Gamblers MC
Oceanside 760/908-1451 

06 Hurricane Biker Girls MC
San Diego 858/688-1221 

06 San Diego Confederation of 
Clubs
San Diego 858/272-7875 

06 Sweetwater Chapter H.O.G.
San Diego 858/566-4858 

11 Sweetwater Harley-
Davidson/Buell
National City 619/477-4477 

13 Custom Awards & Engraving
Ventura 805/658-2139 

13 Vietnam Vets/Legacy Vets 
MC F-Troop CA
Simi Valley www.VNVMC-CA.
com 

15 Better Living Chiropractic
Concord 925/798-6534 

15 McGuire Harley-Davidson/
Buell
Walnut Creek 925/945-6500 

17 Addison’s Originals
Vacaville 707/628-6032 

17 Affordable Hauling
Vacaville 707/450-8432 

17 American Legion Post 208
Dixon 707/678-8580 

17 Buckhorn Bar & Grill
Dixon 707/678-5687 

17 Bud’s Pub & Grill
Dixon 707/678-4745 

17 Dawson’s
Dixon 707/678-2067 

17 Iron Steed Harley-Davidson
Vacaville 707/455-7000 

17 Jim-Denny’s Hamburgers
Sacramento 916/443-9655 

17 Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon
Vacaville 707/447-5541 

17 Legal Shield
Winters 707/301-6127 

17 Miss Darla’s 
Vacaville 707/446-4131 

17 Road Trip Bar & Grill
Capay 530/796-3777 

17 Str 8 Shooter Sports Bar & 
Deli
Vacaville 707/453-7878 

19 Industrial Supply Co
Ontario 909/923-3138 

20 AZRAELS MC
Costa Mesa 949/275-5453 

20 Bakataries M/C
Cypress 714/329-8388 

20 Bikers For Christ MM
Oceanside 714/742-6703 

20 Bill W’s Sober Pack
Stanton 714/393-8556 

20 Crossroad Riders
Anaheim 714/299-2080 

20 Freedom Coalition
Fest Lakewood 714/331-9362 

20 Harbor Radiator Air 
Conditioning
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810 

20 Illusion Cycles
Westminster 714/894-1942 

20 Jonny’s Welding & 
Fabrication
Aliso Viejo 949/212-1737 

20 Leons Transmission Service
Garden Grove 714/534-3300 

20 Lifestyle Cycles
Anaheim 714/490-0155 

20 Nikki’s Flags
Newport Beach 949/646-5166 

22 Ironworkers MC #433
Whittier www.IWMC433.com 

23 Biker Supply House
San Bernardino 909/327-2828 

24 Allied Linoleum & Carpet
Pinedale 559/438-0177 

24 Art Douglas Plumbing 
Heating
Fresno 559/222-5306 

24 Christi’s Place
Madera 559/395-4873 

24 Complete Drywall Services
Clovis 559/323-9138 

24 Dunlap Sports Grill
Dunlap 559/338-0160 

24 Garlock Collision Repair
Specialist Fresno 559/229-6900 

24 Guerrero Door Service
Fresno 559/276-5581 

24 Hagerty Collector Car 
Insurance
Fresno 559/455-3913 

24 Harley-Davidson/Buell 
Fresno
Fresno 559/275-8586 

24 Landstar Inway Inc
Fresno 559/271-3000 

24 Mathews Harley-Davidson
Fresno 559/233-5279 

24 Puma Construction & 
Restoration
Fresno 559/275-6100 

24 Rogers Truck Sales & 
Service
Fresno 559/264-2891 

24 Skyline Club Cocktails & 
Eatery
Clovis 559/250-7531 

24 Steve’s Boat & Propeller 
Repair
Madera 559/432-9407 

24 Studio Motors
Clovis 559/287-1256 

24 Tamarack Machine Works
Sanger 559/876-1703
 
25 U S Cycle & Tire
Folsom 916/988-7760 

27 AJ Barile’s Chicago Pizza
Yucaipa 909/435-5489 

27 All Points Motorcycle 
Towing
Lomita 714/887-6429 

27 American Metal Recycling
Riverside 951/776-4080 

27 Awesome Awards
Riverside 951/685-6885 

27 Bail Bonds
Riverside 1-888-GET-BAIL 

27 Biker Sports.com
Moreno Valley BikerSports.com 

27 BMW Motorcycles of 
Riverside
Riverside 951/353-0607 

27 DanKat Industries
Norco 951/315-3905 

27 Discount Hydroponics
Riverside 951/689-4575 

27 Duke’s Bar & Grill
Riverside 951/248-1143 

27 Harrison’s Koi Farm
Riverside 951/369-9998 

27 Heart-N-Soul mc Riders
Riverside 951/941-4484 

27 Jam Sportswear
Redlands 909/798-4552 

27 Jerry’s Brake & Alignment
Riverside 951/371-5390 

27 Kim’s Sports Bar & Grill
Riverside 951/634-3015 

27 LVR Racing
Riverside 951/500-6068 

27 Matrix Tacos
Riverside 951/880-3494 

27 Mission Tattoo & Art Gallery
Riverside 951/685-5540 

27 Music In Motion
Riverside 909/286-8927 

27 Riverside Scooters
Riverside 951/534-0411 

27 Shane’s Auto Dynamics
Riverside 951/688-3596 

27 Skip Fordyce Motorcycle 
Center
Riverside 951/785-0100 

27 The Chopper Gallery
Temecula 951/699-9090 

27 The Chopper Place
Riverside 951/687-6655 

27 The Lucky Greek
Riverside 951/737-3162 

27 Union Air Conditioning
Costa Mesa 866/352-1987 

27 Vetrone and Sons Electric
Yucaipa 909/797-4576 

27 Wright Bros Customs
Redlands 909/794-1593 

31 Halls Harley-Davidson
Chico 530/893-1918 

44 Desperados Leather Apparel
Hesperia 760/947-2000 

47 American Cruisers MC
Hinkley 760/253-9844 

47 Nick’s Computer Works 
OHV
Barstow 760/253-4736 

52 49er Auto & Bike Repair
Grass Valley 530/272-3242 

52 The Willo
Nevada City 530/265-9902 

52 Two Gunners Custom Iron
Penn Valley 530/263-8071 

52 Wild Fire Construction
Nevada City 530/265-5493 
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ABATE
MEETINGS

Orange County - Local #20-Reg#11
Gill Mellen             2nd Tues  - 7:00 PM
2104 Continental Ave.        American Legion
Costa Mesa 92627             5646 Corporate Ave.
949/632-9787                      Cypress CA 90630

Antelope Valley - Local #21-Reg#13
Ron Sundquist          2nd Thurs - 7:00 PM
37230 52nd St. East      Moose Lodge
Palmdale 93552          44545 Dvision St
661/586-5555          Lancaster 93535 
ron.sundquist@sbcglobal.net

South Bay - Local #22-Reg#11
Suzanne Palmiere   2nd Thurs - 7:30 PM
310/245-0543     Chowder Barge
      611 N. Henry Ford Ave.
suzpalmiere@aol.com    Wilmington 90744

San Bernardino - Local#23-Reg#9
Kevin Sorrell       1st Sun  9:00 AM
909/793-1112        Vicky’s Restaurant

                 502 S Waterman Ave
              San Bernardino CA

Fresno - Local#24-Reg#6
Doug Biggerstaff   2nd Tues. 7:00 PM
559/222-5306 Yosemite Falls Cafe’

  Shaw & Blackstone,  Fresno

Sacramento - Local#25-Reg#2
Lil’ David Morena           3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
916/616-9605           Denny’s
            3520 Auburn Blvd.

            Sacramento 95821

Riverside - Local#27-Reg#9
Greg Covel        1st Tues - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 7070        American Legion
Riverside CA 92513      2979 Dexter Dr
951/522-3434        (in Fairmont Park)
www.abatelocal27.org   Riverside, CA 92513

Morongo Basin - Local#29-Reg#10
Marty Rapp     2nd - Thurs - 6:30 PM
P.O. Box 2334     Odd # Months
Call Marty for Location
29 Palms CA 92277 
760/367-1694  

North Valley - Local #31-Reg#2
Larry James 2nd Tues - 7:00 PM
  Last Call Lounge
530/893-4827 876 East Ave. Chico

 
Yuba City - Local #33-Reg#2

Steve Katen 3rd Thurs. - 7:PM
530/749-1003 American Legion

  5477 Feather River Blvd. 
  Olivehurst 
 

Imperial Valley - Local#38-Reg#12
Bob Brown     Last Thurs - 7:00 PM
616 Tangerine Dr     Puerto Nuevo Restaurant
El Centro, CA 92243  201 N Imperial Ave
760/352-7995     El Centro

Bakersfield - Local#40-Reg#6
V.P. Robert Zamora  3rd Tues. 7:00 PM
661/330-9366       Rusty’s Pizza
         5430 Olive Dr

        Bakersfield 93308
   

High Desert - Local#44-Reg#13
George Butterfield    2nd Sat. 9:30 am
P.O. Box 3094       Eagles Order #4181
Victorville CA 92392   16195 Main St 
760/954-1227        Hesperia 92345

 
Barstow - Local #47-Reg#13

Yermo Eddy    Meet with L#44
PO Box 521    
Yermo CA 92398    
760/254-3833 or 760/953-7353

Grass Valley - Local#52-Reg#2
Craig Griswold       3rd Wed - 6:30 PM
21183 State Hwy 20  Alta Sierra
Penn Valley       Pizza & Grill`
530/263-8071       15690 Johnson Place 
        Grass Valley

    
Ridgecrest - Local #58-Reg#13  

Dave Cornelius  3rd Sat 10:00 AM
760/447-4342 -Call for meeting place

Los Angeles County - Local #01-Reg#8
Sporty Milligan  3rd Sun-9 AM
1616 4th St  Elk’s Lodge #2098
San Fernando      10137 E. Commerce
818/ 361-8800  Tujunga, CA 91042

Simi Valley - Local #02-Reg#8
Steamer Arsnow 2nd Tues 7:30 PM
661/251-8360 VFW Post#10049

  4242 E Los Angeles Ave.  
  Simi Valley

Thousand Oaks-Local#03-Reg#7
Chuck Pedersen       3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
Thousand Oaks      Elks Lodge
805/496-0323      158 N Conejo School
       Thousand Oaks 
  

San Diego County - Local #06-Reg#12
Snowman            1st Sun - 12 Noon
C/O Boozefighters M/C  Kate Sessions Park
P O Box 501946            Pacific Beach
San Diego CA 92150 
619/855-9981

Orange County - Local #08-Reg#11
Daniel Pfaffly    2nd Mon.7:30PM
     American Legion #354
     8071 Whitaker
714/649-2516         Buena Park

South Orange County - Local #09-Reg#11
Cory Toroian       Meets with L#20   
949/496-2936     

San Diego County (North) - Local #11-
Reg#12

Dan Buse   2nd Sun - 11 AM
buse13@cox.net American Legion #149
760/807-7294 230 E Park Ave
  Escondido 

Ventura County - Local #13-Reg#7
David Blackburn      2nd Thurs. - 7:30 PM
      VFW #3935
      300 Surfside Dr.
805/402-3943      Pt. Hueneme CA 93041

Alameda County Local#14-Reg#3 
Houdini  1st Wed 7:30 PM
510/575-1500 The Florence

  37349 Niles Blvd., Fremont 

Contra Costa County - Local #15-Reg#3
Dennis Seace      1st Wed - 7:00 PM
P.O. Box 269      Fuddruckers
Concord CA 94522 1975 Diamond Bl.  
925/827-9973     E260  Concord

Solano & Napa Counties - Local #17-Reg#3
Glenn Phillips      3rd Sun.- 10:00 AM
P O Box 148      Judy’s Wild
Vacaville 95696      Wrangler Saloon
707/624-6310      4826 Midway Rd.
            Vacaville CA 

Pomona Valley - Local #19-Reg#9
Chris Stowers                4th Wed - 7:00 PM
POB 2033                       Round Table Pizza
Rancho Cucamonga       1020 N Mountain 
91729                Ontario, CA
909/525-6950

regions With local info:
Region 2: Director Lil’ David Morena 
25, 31, 33 & 52. 
Region 3: 14, 15 & 17. 
Region 6: Director Ed Rogers  
24 & 40.
Region 7: Director - Vacant 
3 & 13.
Region 8: Director Tom Lubbers 
1 & 2.
Region 9: 19, 23, & 23
Region 10: Director Vacant 
29.
Region 11: Director Gill Mellen 
8, 9, 20 & 22. 
Region 12: Director Dave Connors 
6, 11 & 38.
Region 13: Director Yermo Eddy 
21, 44, 47 & 58.


