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Now that I’ve gotten my feet wet as a new-
ish member, I’d like to introduce myself to this 
awesome organization!  Growing up witnessing 
“Pops” high level of dedication to preserving 
freedom of the road while running an ABATE 
chapter in WA, I was eager to join and help-out 
where I can.

Local 3 member Josh Hobelman returns 
home (Snohomish WA) to ride with Father 
Rod “Red Dog” Hobelman, Sky Valley chapter, 
Coordinator (retired) ABATE of WA. -Attended 
40th annual Oyster Run- largest run in the state.

Hey!  Josh Hobelman here, from Local 3!  It’s 
been a blast, so far!  I joined Local 3 at Local 2’s 
Sweaty Buns Poker Run back in June ’23 and 
then had a blast working to gain sponsors for 
Local 3’s successful Fall Freedom Run.  It was 
an awesome experience, even somewhat easy, 
putting some prior Navy Recruiting experience 
to work.  (glad it paid off for all of us with a good 
turnout)

GENERATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTING ABATE
I’m a fairly fresh rider and put off getting 

a bike for way too long.  But once I got a few 
good miles under my belt I knew I wanted 
to join and support.  Growing up with Pops 
“Red Dog”, I experienced some of those 
old Regional Rallies and campouts, runs 
and parties I was probably too young for 
and loved it!  Beyond all the fun, I saw the 
strong leadership necessary in running any 
organization, the charitable hearts, and the 
comradery that is instilled in this community.  

“Had to get my Spring Opener run pin, I’d 
ride a few hundred miles to Ocean Springs and 

back and have you boys camping in Index before 
dark.”  Red Dog has been an active leader with 
ABATE of WA. Sky Valley Chapter for 26 years, 
joining in 1997 and becoming Coordinator 
(what we call President in CA) in 2005, he 
retired in 2023.  Leaving big shoes to fill, Sky 
Valley’s largest event is the annual Motorcycle 
Show, now 26th annual, that engulfs the entire 
historic downtown Snohomish with up to 7,000  
motorcycles and 10,000 spectators.  The largest 

motorcycle show in the state that typically 
brings in $3,000 to support charitable events, 
including sponsoring families for Christmas.  

Not only leaving big shoes to fill for his local 
chapter but MY expectations for how any local 
should run and have not been disapointed!  
ABATE of CA seems strong with awesome 
goals that are making a difference, As Local 3’s 
brand spankin’ new Membership Coordinator, 
I’m eager to bring some numbers; I hope to 
bring motivation, enthusiasm, and growing 
participation.  

While stationed at Port Hueneme, CA 
proudly serving the U.S. Navy Seabees and now 
ABATE of CA Local 3, I look forward to growing 
membership and riding with great people that 
share that same dedication!

See ya on the road!

Josh Hobelman. Local 3 Membership Officer



 
 

ABATE - Lobbyist Accomplishment Highlights 
 

- Steered CHP committee providing safety guidelines and legalizing Lane Splitting 
 

- Passed yearly “May is Motorcycle Awareness Month” Resolution in the CA State Assembly & Senate 
 

- Passed Law stopping Motorcycle Only Checkpoints 
 

- Forced Caltrans to post “Look Twice for Motorcycle’s” and “Share the Road with Motorcycles” on their Digital Freeway 
Message Boards  
 

- Stopped Transponders on Motorcycles for Autonomous Vehicle Recognition from advancing thru Strategic Highway 
Safety Plan advisory committee. 
 

- Assisted Off-Highway Vehicle Community in passing permanent program for State Vehicular Recreation Areas, first time 
in 50 Year History! 

 
- Passed Bill legalizing Motorcycles use of HOV lanes in California  
 
- Defeated a proposed Law by Assemblywoman LaFollette outlawing Lane Splitting by Motorcyclists in California  

 
- Passed Law diverting Court fees on Helmet Violations to Support Motorcycle Safety Program 
 
- Protect Yearly the Motorcycle Safety Trust Fund, where Motorcycle registration Fees are deposited 
 
- Blocked a proposed Law allowing Roadside Motorcycle Noise ticketing 
 
- Prevented for 6 Years a bill allowing Cameras to issue Speeding Tickets. The Fight continues for 2032 pilot program 

expiration! Cities included: Los Angeles, Glendale, Long Beach, San Jose, Oakland, San Francisco 
 
- Defeated proposed Law requiring all Motorcycles pass an annual Smog test  
 
- Passed Law grandfathering in pre 2013 motorcycle pipes for noise levels  
 
- Defeated proposed Law requiring Motorcyclists to wear Hi Vis Reflective Vests  

 
- Passed Senate Resolution 41 by Senator Caballero (D – Salinas) Anti-profiling Resolution 
 
- Passed Law legalizing Ape hangers Handlebars above your shoulders  
 
- Monitor every year over 2500 proposed new Laws introduced and amendment by the California Legislature to see impact 

on Motorcyclists and their bikes 
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Check Out Your Locals Facebook Page
ABATE of California

ABATE Localone

ABATE SimiValley

ABATE Local 3 - T.O/Ventura

Abate of California, Local 6

ABATE Local 8

ABATE #17 of Northern California

ABATE of CA - Local 19

ABATE Local 20

ABATE of California  - Local 23 - San Bernardino

ABATE Local 24 Fresno, California

Abate Local 40

ABATE of California Local 44

Also find Us on Instagram 

@ABATEofCalifornia

Table of ContentsState Officers
Chairman of the Board David “D-Man” Seiler 
 714-833-9508
Secretary Gina Jones
Treasurer Tom Jones 
 818-571-8303
Executive Director Chuck Pedersen 
 805-657-0795
Assistant Executive Director John “JP” Martin
 805-231-1689
Lobbyists The Lombardo Group 
 916-424-1148
Legislative Director Bobby Tabaldo
 650-270-4039
Assistant Legislative Director Mynette “Storm” Boykin
 510-719-7770
PAC/Lobbyist Treasurer Dave Hastings  
 760-947-4700
Membership Chair Sporty Milligan  
 818-361-8800
Assistant Membership Chair Bill McClennen
 714-390-7755
Public Relations,Social Media, Kathlean Pedersen
Email “Alerts” Blast Master 805-479-2706
Internet/Computer Technicians Joe B
Website Jody “Moonie” Maxwell  
 714-342-4876
Safety Norm Newiger 
 805-368-6693 
MRF Liaison Jody “Moonie” Maxwell 
 714-342-4876
MMA/ABATE Liaison Dave Battles
 916-580-5004
 530-777-6685
ABATE Run Insurance Adviser Rusty Russell 
 818-200-6729 
 Rusty_Russell@ajg.com

Board of Directors
Jody “Moonie” Maxwell  714-530-4636
“Sporty” Milligan  818-361-8800
Jeff Bassler  909-919-0783
James Lombardo Jr.  916-573-3849
Tom Jones  818-571-8303
Jim Lombardo Sr.  916-424-1148
David “D-Man” Seiler  714-833-9508
Jane Warthen 805-341-3386
Rick Robison 714-315-1150
Jeff Sterling 714-422-8655
Tim “Kidd” Otis 760-297-8214

State Officers & Board of Directors 3

Lobbyist Update & Board Meeting Info. 4

March 5th Primary Elections 5

Message from the Executive Director 7

Legislative Director’s Corner 8

What is ABATE? 10

Sporty’s Ride 11

ABATE Merch: Coffee Tumbler & Water Bottle 13

Join the Leadership Team 14

Is Green the New Gray Area? 15

Local 24 Ammo Run May 4th 17

Locals Reports 18-20

ABATE Events for 2023 21

BIKE NIGHTS & MEETING FLYERS 22

Polar Bear Run & Safety Article 24

Membership Report 25

Donations: PAC, Lobbyist & General Fund 26

ABATE Membership Application 27

Life Cycle of Legislation: How a Bill becomes LAW 29

ABATE Meetings 30

Mission Statement
ABATE of  California is committed to protect and promote 

the interests of the Motorcycle community. ABATE exists to 
preserve and safeguard the individual rights and liberties of all 
riders through political and legislative action. ABATE promotes 

motorcycle safety through education, training and public 
awareness.
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ABATE OF CALIFORNIA
P.O. Box 15 La Verne, CA 91750
760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519
http://www.abate.org
office@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published monthly, February-December, 
by ABATE of California, with a corporate mailing address of P.O. Box 15, La 
Verne, CA  91750.  All issues are on our website  www.abate.org after the 
first of each month.  All editorials, photos and advertising are to be sent to 
the corporate mailing address or emailed to  bailing.wire@abate.org  in the 
correct format.  Circulation: 2,200 printed & distributed monthly.  Email 
blast 1500.  Online.
Written articles are the opinions of the authors and not necessarily the 
opinion of ABATE of California.  Editor reserves the right to edit any copy.
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR (Interim)  James Lombardo, Jr.
EDITOR                     Jeff Bassler
PRODUCTION & PROOFREADER              Kathlean Pedersen
PHOTOGRAPHERS               Members, please Email In Photos!
COLUMNISTS                      
Sporty Milligan, Chuck Pedersen, Dave “D-Man” Seiler, Bobby Tabaldo, 
Jeff Bassler, and The Lombardo Group - ABATE of CA Lobbyists.
DEADLINES
Submission deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication for ALL 
materials.  All run flyers, photos and ad copy must be camera ready.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
(1) $125 Gold Business w/ Black & White Ad
(2) $200 Gold Business w/ Color Ad
(3) $250 Gold Business w/2X Color Ad
All Levels include (2) memberships with (1) address.  Levels (1 & 2) ad size 
is (2 x 3.5) and Level (3’s) ad size is (3.5 x 4) which is also published on our 
website www.abate.org along with a link to your company’s website.  New 
Business Members receive a Display Plaque.  Following years are supplied 
with a year plate.  New Business Members or Business Members with new 
Business Cards can mail or email them to address above, or bailing.wire@
abate.org..

AD RATES FOR NON-BUSINESS MEMBERS
(2 x 3.5) size Black & White $15.00 per month
                        $150.00 per year
(2 x 3.5) size Color                $20.00 per month
                        $200.00 per year
(3.5 x 4) size Color only       $25.00 per month
                        $250.00 per year

NON-MEMBER ADS OR EVENT FLYERS 
 (Ads & flyers subject to approval by Editor)
 ¼ Page (5w x 7.8h)             $150.00 per month
                        $1500 per year
 ½ Page (10w x 7.8h)           $175.00 per month
                        $1750 per year
 Full Page (10w x 15.5h)       $350.00 per month
                        $3500 per year
All ads MUST be pre-paid for the entire duration of ad run.  Prices do not 
include any changes that you may want to make to existing ads placed 
with us.
Ads should be submitted electronically in a (.jpg) or (.tiff) format and 
emailed to bailing.wire@abate.org with payment either mailed to the 
address above, or entered online on our website @ www.abate.org.
CLASSIFIEDS
Members may advertise a small classified-type ad in the Bailing Wire, at 
no charge, and their ad will be run up to (3) issues.
PHOTOS
Photos of ABATE events should be emailed to bailing.wire@abate.org.  
Please include name of event, date, captions, etc.  They must be received by 
the deadline to be published in the next issue.
***All content is subject to approval by the Editors.

by Jim Lombardo Sr., The Lombardo Group, ABATE of California Lobbyist

The Legislature returned to deal with a 68 billion dollar deficit, 
however Governor Newsom says it’s a mere 45 Billion dollar deficit! 
Either way there will be a lot of fighting over which State programs 
get cut. January 19th was the Deadline for bill requests to Legislative 
Counsel to the be introduced this year, our requests were submitted 
ahead of schedule. Upcoming, February 19th is the Deadline to have 
a bill introduced this year by an Assemblymember or Senator. We 
will be busy over that weekend reading all 2500 New bills introduced 
for the last year of a Two-Year Session. Be ready for the March & 
April Bailing Wire to read what proposed Laws affecting Motorcycles 
and all Us Riders were introduced.A Special Election was called by 
Governor Newsom to fill the Congressional Seat Vacated by our friend 
and former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy. Our good friend with a 
100% voting record on ABATE’s bills Vince Fong is running to fill the 
Vacancy.

The Governors budget once again has language to steal an Off Road 
Balance of 9 million to help fill the Budget deficit. We will be working 
with our off-road friends to remove that language - AMA, CORF, 
CORVA and others. So far, the Governors Department of Finance has 
not tried to steal the 9 million Dollars in the California Motorcycle 
Safety Programs aka Motorcyclists $2 Registration money, we will 
continue to lobby to keep the 9 Million dollars in the CMSP program.

At the time of print,  ABATE Members are planning to come 
ASacramento to Lobby the Legislature  on January 24  - More to come 
on this update next month!

Stay Tuned…Another Very Busy Year in Sacramento.

Thanks as always to those who send their contributions to ABATE’s 
separate and dedicated Lobbyist Account.

Lobbyist Update & Board Meeting Info.

Presidents, PAC & Board Meeting 1st Qtr.

Feb. 17th Saturday

Online (Zoom) 9am-3pm,    

E-mail Reminder to Follow

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 268 711 2529  Passcode: 5572271 

Dial: 669-444-9171 US 268 711 2529#5572271#
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March 5th Primary Elections
 Presented by ABATE of California

 CA Ballots Mailed out Feb. 5th. 

These Recommendations/Endorsements are purely 
based on how Motorcycle Friendly they are, not any of 
their Other Stances

State Senate      *Denotes Incumbent
Megan Dahle, Farmer/Businesswoman/Mother
Christopher Cabaldon, Educator/State Commissioner
Carlos Villapudua, California State Assemblymember
Tim Grayson, Assemblymember/Business Owner
Dave Cortese*, State Senator
Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh*, State Senator/Businesswoman
Suzette Martinez Valladares, Small Business Owner
Eloise Gomez Reyes, Assemblymember/Businesswoman

State Assembly  *Denotes Incumbent
Jamie “James” Gallagher*, Assemblyman/Farmer/Businessman
Cecilia M. Aguiar-Curry*, State Assemblymember/Farmer
Joe Patterson* Member of the Assembly
George Radanovich, Family Business Owner
Heath Flora* Republican, Parent/Farmer/Assemblyman
Lori D Wilson*, Assemblymember
Mia Bonta*,Assemblymember (DUEL)
Cheyenne Kenney, College Student (DUEL)
Diane Papan*, California State Assemblymember 
Juan Alanis*, Assemblyman
Robert Rivas*, California Assembly Speaker
Vince Fong*, Central Valley Assemblymember
Tom Lackey*, Assemblyman
Greg Wallis*, Member of the State Assembly
Phillip Chen*, Assemblyman/Business Owner
Bill Essayli*, Assemblyman
Sharon Quirk-Silva*, California Assemblymember
Tri Ta*, California Assemblyman/Businessman
Kate Sanchez*, California State Assemblywoman
Diane Dixon*, Member of the Assembly
Laurie Davies*, Assemblymember/Small Businesswoman
Kristie Bruce-Lane, Businesswoman/Victims Advocate

United States Senator 
Steve Garvey, Professional Baseball Representative 

United States House of Representatives  
*Denotes Incumbent
Doug LaMalfa*, Farmer/Congressman
Kevin Kiley*, United States Representative
Mike Thompson*, Member of Congress
Ami Bera*, Doctor/Congressman
Doris Matsui*, U.S. Representative
John Garamendi*, Member of Congress
Mark DeSaulnier*, United States Congressman
Adam Gray, Small Businessman/Educator (DUEL)
John Duarte*, Farmer/U.S. Representative (DUEL)
Kevin Mullin*, U.S. Representative
Joe Simitian, County Supervisor
Jimmy Panetta*, United States Representative
Vince Fong, Central Valley Assemblymember
Jim Costa*, Farmer/Representative
David G. Valadao*, Farmer/Congressman
Jay Obernolte*, Congressman/Business Owner
Salud Carbajal*, Member of Congress
Julia Brownley*, Congresswoman
Mike Garcia*, Congressman/Father
Bob J. Archuleta, California State Senator (DUEL)
Susan Rubio, Senator/Teacher (DUEL)
Young Kim*, U.S. Representative
Ken Calvert*, U.S. Representative
Michelle Steel*, U.S. Representative
Lou Correa*, United States Congressmember
Scott Baugh, Orange County Business Owner
Darrell E. Issa*, Member of Congress
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 YES! I wish to help  
support ABATE’s efforts to protect our 

motorcycle rights!
Go to www.abate.org and click “Donate Now”

Or, mail in this form with your check

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Phone: ( )   Local #

Email: 

General Fund Donation: $     

Lobbyist Donation: $     

PAC Fund Donations: $ 

Please make checks payable and mail to: 

ABATE of California 
P.O. Box 15

 La Verne, CA 91750



January/February 2024 ABATE OF CALIFORNIA NEWSLETTER 7

Message from the Executive Director
By Chuck “Chief” Pedersen

 I hope everyone had a 
Happy New Year.  Yeah, 
I know it’s February, 
but we don’t publish a 
January Bailing Wire 
so this is my first 
chance to say it to all 
you motorcycle rights 
enthusiasts!

 2024 is going to be 
a great year to focus 
on California rights 
and freedoms.  It’s an 
election year!  Make sure 

you are registered to vote.  Do your research on candidates and pending 
bills, so you can make informed decisions.  Our Bailing Wire can help 
with that.  

 The March 5th Primary Election is your first opportunity to take 
action.  Page 5 of this issue has a list of candidates that ABATE supports, 
solely based on the fact that they are motorcycle friendly.  (No other 
stance is considered.)

 By the time you read this, ABATE members will have been to 
Sacramento on January 24th and 25th to meet our legislators to discuss 
2024 bills that affect motorcycling rights.  In that list of bills, ABATE 
and other California motorcycle groups have been successful in getting 
an anti-profiling bill on the 2024 docket.  This has been a difficult bill 
to pass here in California due to law enforcement push back.  Other 
important bill topics include restrictions on autonomous vehicles and 
limiting off-road sanctioned event permit fees.  I ask everyone to get 
involved in 2024 by contacting legislators to voice your concerns and 
opinions about these issues.  This can be done by phone, email or by 
sending a message to them through their government office websites. 

 I am trying to get the ABATE Regional Rallies back on their feet.  
We’ve had a small setback in the planning of the first one.  However, I 
am still working with our ABATE Locals and members to get something 
inked.  In my opinion, Regional Rallies are the first step to getting the 
State Runs back on the calendar.  I task all Locals to consider creating a 
rally in your area.  Let me know, and I will help you find a great team of 
individuals to support the planning and execution process.

 Team work is essential to the success of ABATE of California.  The 
success of a team is based on respect, trust and working collectively 
together.  As the saying goes “there is no I in team”.  To me this also 
means no egos allowed.  The team must collectively work together to 
achieve their common goal.

 Last year we saw membership numbers grow.  Let’s continue 
that great effort in 2024.  Always carry a couple of Bailing Wires 
and membership cards and hand them out wherever you go.  In 
each Bailing Wire there is a page dedicated to ABATE’s legislative 
accomplishments that you can speak to.  And remember to ask them 
to sign up.  Nothing is gained if we don’t.  But something can be 
gained if we do ask.

 ABATE is a volunteer organization.  Many Locals have had 
the same officers for many years.  Consider supporting ABATE by 
volunteering to an officer position in your Local or even the State 

positions.  Not sure where to 
start?  May I suggest that you 
start with Scribe/Secretary 
(that was my first position in 
ABATE some 30 years ago!)  
It is a great way to learn the 
process, recording decisions, 
without having to be too 
vocal.  Give your existing 
officers a break and show 
that you are a supporter and 
not just a watcher.

 Finally, 2024 will be 
a banner year. Elections, 
legislative bills, a growing membership, and the opportunity to create 
and attend Regional Rallies.  Let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work!  

Stay Safe.  Stay Informed.  Stay Active.  ABATE’s success is based on 
everyone’s efforts.  This is YOUR organization.  Let’s do great things in 
2024.

Thank you - Chuck Pedersen
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Legislative Director’s Corner
by Bobby “T” Tabaldo

Making Your Voice Heard 
in the California State 
LegislaturePart 2 of 3

PART II IN A III-PART 
SERIES

REMINDER:  There 
are multiple ways to 
introduce yourself and 
establish a relationship.  
The good news is, it really doesn’t take that 
much time out of your life and the benefits 
are many.  Although there is much debate 
regarding the use of letters and phone calls, 
they are still low-cost, minimum effort 
options. However, the face-to-face method is 
ideal.

WHEN MEETING WITH ELECTED 
OFFICIALS

IDENTIFY YOUR LEGISLATOR(S):

California is divided into assembly and 
senate districts.  The easiest way to determine 
who your legislators are is to use the below 
link or QR Code.

      https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

USING SCHEDULED PUBLIC EVENT TO 
MEET YOUR LEGISLATOR AND PITCH YOUR 
IDEA IN 5 MINUTES:

Each legislator schedules public meet 
and greet events several times a year, within 
their local district at various locations.  If 
you followed the recommendation in part 1 
and subscribed to your legislators news and 
updates through their official website, you 
should receive notifications when public 
meetings are scheduled.  Most of the time, 
they are held at coffee shops to offer free coffee 
to constituents. 

Formally scheduling face to face 
appointments with your legislator can 
sometimes be an exercise in frustration.  
However, these public events are great 
opportunities to actually meet your legislator 
and his/her staff without an appointment 

to introduce yourself and pitch 
your idea.  Since other constituents 
are there for the same reason, it is 
recommended to…

1. Work on your pitch 
beforehand, keeping it to 5 minutes 
or less.  Sometimes less is more and 
you should be able to cover your 
key points and ask for key staff 
member contacts to follow up with.  
Remember, the goal is to not only get 

your legislator’s attention on your idea, but 
to a) obtain key staff contacts, 2) leave a copy 
of your bill idea and documents (preferably in 
a folder) with a staff member and 3) obtain a 
follow-up confirmation.

2. Bring a copy of your constituent idea 
and other material you wish to present and 
hand to your legislator and or their staff.

3. Get there early and talk to the 
staff setting up, asking when the legislator 
will arrive and where he/she will make their 
entrance.

4. Go over your pitch and refine it for 
timing and delivery as necessary.

5. When the legislator arrives try to 
physically position yourself (perhaps in line) 
otherwise, you may be waiting a while.  Other 
constituents tend to chit chat a while so 
getting to the legislator first or early is highly 
preferred.

6. Introduce yourself, hand your 
folder to the legislator and begin your pitch.  
If you have a grasp of the bill history and 
the legislative process, you will impress the 
legislator with your preparedness. 

7. Be prepared to answer questions 
the legislator may have.  If you don’t have an 
answer, let him/her know that you will get the 
answer to them or their staff after the meet 
and greet.  This is where you obtain the names 
and contact information of the legislator’s key 
staff members.

8. During your pitch, don’t try to secure 
a decision right then and there.  Instead, seek 
to follow-up and after your pitch, get with 
a staff member and obtain the necessary 
contact information to call and schedule an 
appointment.

THE CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE

California has a bicameral (two-house) 
Legislature composed of the Assembly and 
the Senate.  The Assembly has 80 members 
who serve two-year terms, the Senate has 

40 members who serve four-year terms.  Each 
legislator can serve for a maximum of 12-years 
in one or both houses.  Every California resident 
is represented by one Assemblymember and one 
Senator.

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

Ideas for legislation come from a variety 
of sources, including an individual or group 
who will ask a legislator to author a bill.  The 
individual or group then becomes the sponsor 
of the bill.

The proposal or idea must first go to the 
Legislative Counsel who prepares it in the firm 
of a bill draft.  After the author reviews the bill 
draft, it is taken to the Chief Clerks desk if the 
author is an Assemblymember, or the Secretary 
of the Senate’s desk if the author is a Senator.  
The bill is assigned a number, introduced, and 
read a first time.

The bill is then assigned to the Rules 
Committee of the appropriate house (Senate 
or Assembly) which refers the measure to 
the appropriate policy committee for a public 
hearing to discuss the merits of the bill and 
to vote on whether or not to “pass” the bill.  
The Legislature does most of its work in 
committees.  Each committee has responsibility 
for a specific area of policy.

If the bill passes a policy committee, it then 
goes to the Assembly or Senate floor (depending 
on the bill’s house of origin) where it is voted 
on by all the members of that house.  Bills that 
have a financial impact on the state must also 
be reviewed and passed by a fiscal committee 
before moving to the floor.  After a bill is 
approved on the floor, it must go through the 
same process in the other house.

Opportunities to influence the outcome of a 
bill are provided at each point in the legislative 
process. 

You may also testify in committees in 
support of, or against, a legislative proposal.  
It is best to contact the author of the bill and 
let him/her know you would like to testify.  
For ABATE and MMA sponsored bills, the 
organization will inform you of the scheduling 
of these committee hearings and brief you 
beforehand.

WHEN TESTIFYING IN COMMITTEE

Coordinate your testimony with others 
testifying on the bill to ensure that statements 
before the committee will be to the point and 
not redundant.  (continued on Page 11)
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4345 W Shaw Ave     Fresno, CA 93722
559-275-8586

www.hdfresno.com
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What is ABATE?

What is ABATE?
ABATE is a Motorcyclists’ Rights Organization dedicated to preserving freedom of choice, 
freedom of the road on or off with emphasis on education and safety. Although not a club, 

our members are active in programs for public awareness, motorcycle safety and supporting 
charity events throughout the state.  There are no special requirements for joining aside from 

an interest in promoting motorcyclist’s rights and safety through Membership.

ABATE of CA Inc.

PO Box 15 La Verne, CA 91750 
1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 

http://www.abate.org E-mail: office@abate.org
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Legislative Director’s Corner & Sporty’s Ride
Sporty’s Ride

By Lee “Sporty” Milligan, Board Member

Hi all,

It’s been 
quite some 
time since I last 
spoke to you on 
the printed page.  
“What’s been 
going on?” you 
might ask.  

ABATE has 
been asking its 
members to visit 
their assembly 
members and state senators to discuss our 
issues and concerns around current legislation 
being considered.  In December, Jim Nickla, 
Pres. Local #01 and I went to a meet and greet 
for our Dist 20 Senator, Menjivar.  As of this 
writing (in mid-January) we are trying to 
get an appointment with her for Jan 24th in 
Sacramento.  That’s ABATE’s Legislative Day 
and we are hopeful to see her, we will have lots 
to report on what is in store for California’s 
motorcycles in the future.  

By the way …This is my 33rd year with 
ABATE.  I joined in 1991, at the LA city hall 
helmet protest.  Back then, you still had 
freedom of choice.  The right to wear or 
not wear a helmet was ours.  Thanks to 
ASSEBLYMAN DICK FLOYD’S LIES, we now 
have a mandatory helmet law!  He is since 
dead, but because of his lies, freedoms were 
lost, and what was the cost?  

Okay, enough of my political ramblings, 
except that I will finish with this ... WE, the 
bikers of California MUST get an anti-profiling 
bill done this year.  So, roll up your sleeves 
and be prepared to work with us to make the 
political process work, and we’ll get it done. 
JUST DO IT.

On to ride portion of this “Sporty’s Rides” 
extravaganza.  I’ll start by briefly mentioning 
the fun runs attended in the last couple of 
months … The Fall Freedom Run, Nov 5th.  I 
enjoy doing these Local #03 runs, because 
they always provide an enjoyable scenic route.  
Local #19’s Santa Claus Inc Toy Run in Dec. 
was fun and very successful with 100 donated 
bikes and helmets.  I also did the Local #01 and 
Glendale HD LA Toy Run.  We had a decent turn 
out and it was a good day.  

On to the current rides … My first ride of 
the year was put on by Bruce, a member of 

Calabasas Hog Riders.  Our destination was the 
world-famous Rock Store in Cornell, a suburb 
of Malibu.  I had lunch there.  The group l 
rode with milled around for a whole and then 
slowly departed the area.  I left and took a ride 
through Latigo Canyon to PCH, stopped at the 
Malibu Starbucks for a cup of decalf, and then 
road home to San Fernando.  

The final day of riding before this writing 
was Jan. 13.  I started by going to the Calabasas 
Riders Hog Chapter breakfast meeting at the 
Reseda Moose Lodge.  It was a cold ride to the 
Moose and I only stayed until 10:30 because 
I had an ABATE meeting in Ontario.  Another 
cold ride but I made it in time for the meeting 
at 12:00 pm.  That meeting lasted 2 hrs. 
planning a Regional Rally.  More details will 
be forthcoming 
on date, time, 
location, etc. in 
upcoming issues 
and at your 
Local ABATE 
meetings.

Okay, 
that’s it for 
Sportys Rides 
for February’s 
Bailing Wire 
edition.

PS … Here’s 
an update on my accident case.  Jan 12, I had 
a deposition at the Russ Brown Law office in 
Studio City.  According to my attorney, Shelby 
West, the depo went decent.  Based on what 
transpired l am scheduled for a meditation 
on February 16.  So apparently, we’re close to 
some sort of settlement.  Keeping my fingers 
crossed for a fair deal.

That again is all for this month’s Sporty’s 
Rides.  Rember to keep your renewals, get new 
members, do ABATE events and talk to your 
local assembly and senate reps.

Scribe Sporty  out.

Ride Safe & Ride Free ...

(Legislative Directors Corner...continued 
from page 8)

If there are many witnesses speaking 
on a measure or if the committee has a long 
agenda, the committee chair may decide to 
place a time limit on your testimony.

Normally, motorcycle rights organizations 
as sponsors are working with the legislators 
and their staff and will offer to supply at least 
one key testifying presenter in support of 
the bill.  These presenters will spend several 
minutes offering expert, informed testimony 
in addition to supporting data, evidence, and 
implications.  Members of ABATE, MMA, 
BRO and the general public will, towards 
the end of the hearing, form a line and once 
at the microphone, state their name, the 
organization they belong to and whether 
they support or oppose the bill.  The entire 
proceeding is recorded live and streamed 
through the committee’s website, as well as 
playback opportunities.

Each bill is generally heard (debated) and 
voted on at least four times before passing the 
Legislature – first by the policy committees 
and then by the full membership of each 
house.  If the bill has a fiscal impact, it is 
required to be heard first in a fiscal committee 
before going to either the Assembly or the 
Senate floor. Each committee and floor vote 
provides an opportunity to present your input 
though a letter, phone call or meeting, but it 
is also an opportunity for bills to be amended.  
Therefore, it is important that you stay current 
on the bill’s status.

Directly checking the California 
Legislation database, newsletters and media 
are very helpful sources for keeping current on 
a particular piece of legislation.  There are also 
official legislative publications which can be 
obtained in public libraries, legislator’s offices, 
the Capitol Bill Room and on the Internet.

--END OF PART II

Preview of PART III of III

- Sources of legislative information

- How to write an editorial or letter to the 
editor

- Keep up-to-date automatically

- Let your views be known
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ABATE Merch: Coffee Tumbler & Water Bottle
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Join the LEADERSHIP Team 

       
 

ABATE of California continues to grow, and we need your help! 
 
Do you have an opinion on where ABATE of California should be focused, or 
what we should be accomplishing?  Are you interested in having fun, while 
making a difference? 
 
Join the Leadership Team. 
 
Learn the ins and out of the organization by helping out and serving as a 
committee member. 
 

• Membership Committee - Welcomes all new members.  Processes 
and encourages renewals.  Helps Locals recruit and retain members. 

• Bailing Wire Committee - Gathers information, writes and organizes 
news articles and advertisements; helping to produce an interesting 
and high-quality publication. 

• Legislative Committee - PAC membership.  Reviews legislation and 
produces the Legislative agenda. 

• Administrative Committee - Keeps the organization running.  This 
includes light accounting, and general business management. 

• Marketing & PR Committee - outreach and publicize, via all media, 
the ABATE message.  Brand management and related activities. 

 
Where do you want to serve?  
Contact: 

• Chuck Pedersen - chuck.pedersen@gmail.com   805-657-0795 
                         Or 

• David “D-Man” Seiler - DS-qrs@live.com   714-402-1866 

Join the Leadership Team
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Is Green the New Gray Area?
By Mark Buckner

Executive Director – Motorcycle Riders Foundation

For as long as I can remember – which is 
getting to be a LONG time! – those of us who love 
riding motorcycles and have devoted a large part 
of our lives to preserving and protecting our way 
of life have been telling anyone who would listen 
that the enemies of motorcycling don’t just want 
to pass more and more restrictive laws where we’re 
concerned.  Their ultimate goal is to get us off the 
road entirely.  A prime example of this is the recent 
push to outlaw internal combustion engines, just 
one of the issues the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
and our partners in the state motorcyclists’ rights 
organizations and the motorcycle aftermarket are 
fighting head on.

So why are internal combustion engines under 
attack?  The Biden administration is calling for 
one in two new cars sold in the 2030’s to be fully electric.  Federal 
incentives intended to prop up ‘green’ proposals have been pushed 
through Congress.  In some states, these initiatives have become all 
the rage, calling for the elimination of all internal combustion engines 
and the end of fossil fuels as an energy source.  California’s plan to ban 
all internal combustion engines by 2035 is the most obvious of these, 
while similar plans have been launched around the country and the 
world.  On the surface, that might sound bleak for those of us who love 
our gasoline-powered bikes, cars, trucks, and boats, but there may be 
good news on the horizon.  As more research is coming to light from a 
feasibility, a financial, and an environmental perspective, initiatives 
targeting zero greenhouse gas emissions are being reexamined.

The Connecticut state legislature, like their counterparts in 
California, initially targeted the elimination of internal combustion 
engines by 2035, but has now decided to pump the brakes, killing 
Senate Bill 1145 which would have set unattainable greenhouse gas 
emission goals.  Part of that bill would have penalized non-compliant 
parties up to $25,000 PER DAY for not meeting stated objectives, 
labeling the penalties as a ‘tax’.  Other uncoordinated decarbonization 
‘roadmap bills’ are still being considered in Connecticut, but the all-out 
push to join states like Massachusetts, California, and others is on the 
decline.

Ohio is pushing back as well.  Their state legislature recently 
passed House Bill 201, signed into law by Governor Mike DeWine.  HB 
201 prohibits state agencies, counties, or townships in Ohio “from 
restricting the sale or use of a motor vehicle based on the energy 
source used to power the motor vehicle.”  It also specifically prohibits 
a state agency from adopting the California emissions standards for 
motor vehicles.  ABATE of Ohio played a major role in getting this law 
on the books.  In northern Europe, Norway, which had targeted zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, is likewise backing off on its plan as 
its feasibility becomes less certain.

None of this is to say that we shouldn’t be concerned about 
pollution.  We absolutely need to address these issues, especially in our 
major cities.  But the outright elimination of vehicles powered by fossil 
fuels is not the answer.

Regarding the general public’s opinion on an all-electric solution, 
many people are less than enthusiastic about moving away from 

gasoline-powered alternatives.  According to the 
Sierra Club, in 2022 66% of car dealerships did 
not have an electric vehicle for sale.  We can only 
assume that’s because there was no market for 
them.  Today, thousands of car dealerships around 
the country are pushing back on the Biden plan, 
saying they can’t sell the electric vehicles they 
already have in stock.  Car manufacturers are 
backing off as well, curtailing production of new 
EVs.  Why is that? 

First and foremost, electric vehicles are 
expensive.  Some studies suggest that people who 
can afford to buy all-electric cars represent a finite 
group, and that many of those consumers have 
already purchased an EV car or truck, meaning 
the available pool of buyers is shrinking.  Also 
problematic is that due in large part to the high 
cost of battery replacement, there is a very small 
market for used electric vehicles.  Basically, no 

one wants to buy them knowing that a big repair bill is headed their 
way.  While battery technology will likely improve in coming years, 
as of today that technology and questions about the cost of building a 
sufficient charging infrastructure are major concerns for consumers. 

Finally, we should never forget that for the ‘nanny state’ crowd, 
going all the way back to Ralph Nader and the original safety-crats 
of the 1960s, the mantra has remained the same.  That being, where 
safety is concerned, the public can’t be trusted to make their own 
decisions or manage their own risks.  In other words, these fine folks 
think they’re smarter and better equipped to make policy decisions 
than us mere citizens.  In their delusionary ‘Road to Zero’ world - 
where there will be zero accidents and zero fatalities - the best way to 
get there is to get rid of what they consider to be dangerous activities 
- like riding motorcycles.  Eliminating internal combustion engines 
could go a long way towards achieving that goal.

Just as we have since the 1980s, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
is standing up for motorcycling, fighting against issues like the 
elimination of internal combustion engines, and we need every 
concerned rider to join us in our mission.  If you’re not already a 
member of the MRF, my only question to you would be ‘why not?’ 

The answer: htpps://mrf.org/join

For independent aftermarket motorcycle shops: https://mrf.org/
join-mrf-imac
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877-RIDE-411
www.californiamotorcyclist.com

Total Control Training, Inc.
12520 Business Center Dr, Ste C

Victorville, CA 92395
(800) 943-5638
(877) 743-3411

www.totalcontroltraining.net
info@totalcontroltraining.net
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Local 24 Ammo Run May 4th
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Locals Reports
Local #01 Los Angeles

Well, we had our regular 
meeting on Tuesday 1/16 to discuss 
new progress on the Polar Bear 
Ride.  We have the starting location 
locked in at Reseda Moose Lodge at 
17751 Saticoy St., Reseda, CA 91335.  
Registration is from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.  The Moose Lodge will have 
coffee and breakfast burritos for sale.  The burritos are fantastic and 
large enough for any hungry rider.  This is always a fun and successful 
event!  We will have run pins for the first 100 riders.

We encourage all riders to join ABATE Local #01.  It’s a bargain at 
just $40 per year and goes a long way to helping us.  Many people don’t 
know this, but we actually pay a Lobbyist to watch and work on the 
issues that are important to motorcyclists.

Even if you can’t join right now, please come out and support this 
upcoming Polar Bear Ride.  It’s our Local’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year to support ABATE’s work and efforts in defending our rights and 
freedoms of the road.  

Jim Nickla, Local #01 

Local #02 Simi Valley
Hi Everyone,

I hope you all had a great Holiday 
season.  We are starting to make 
plans for the new year and working on getting Local #02 stronger with 
getting new members.  If each member could bring in one new member, 
our Local would be off to a good start and looking good!  REMEMBER, 
being a member of ABATE helps all motorcycle riders. 

We are looking for a better place to have our Local #02 monthly 
meetings.  The Fast N Fresh Mexican Grill is good when the weather 
is nice, but they don’t have a room for us inside.  If you have any 
suggestions, please let me know.

 Local #02 will be working on our annual Sweaty Buns Run, to be 
held on July 28th 2024.  Mark your calendars to attend, as this one is 
always a fun and successful event!

Our next monthly meeting will be February 13th.  Looking forward 
to seeing you there.  I will let everyone know if we find a new place for 
our meeting.

Your President/Secretary -Jane Warthen, 805-341-3386

Local #3 Thousand Oaks/Ventura
Looking forward to this coming year, we are blessed to have our 

existing Officers step up to handle their responsibilities for another 
year.  In addition, we have the benefit of a newly appointed Membership 
Coordinator!  This lightens the load a bit for another member who had 
four positions last year!

Our officers for 2024 are as follows:

Chuck Pedersen, President

J. P. Martin, Vice President ….. And Run Coordinator 

Kathlean Pedersen, Treasurer, Scribe….. And 

Public Relations & Social Media

Ron Hupfeld, Sergeant at Arms

Rick Barrett, Safety Officer

Josh Hobelman, NEW Membership Officer

We are thankful for the 
dedication and support of 
these members!

Also, starting off 
already with a couple NEW 
members, we are excited 
for a successful and fun 
year, with events and rides 
and fundraisers to assist 
in the ongoing fight for our 
motorcycle riding rights.

Anyone … and everyone … 
is invited to all our meetings 
and events.  Our Local #03 
is always happy to welcome 
NEW members.  Bike Nights 

are held the 1st Thursday of each month, (weather permitting) starting 
@ 6:30 pm @ Azar’s Sport’s Bar & Grill in Newbury Park; our General 
Membership Meetings are on the 3rd Thursdays @ 7pm @ The Elks 
Lodge #2477, 158 N. Conejo School Rd. in Thousand Oaks; and periodic 
Sunday rides are planned by our members.  We encourage anyone in the 
area to just show up … or call our President, Chuck Pedersen, for times 
and directions.  His number is on the listing of Locals in the back of this 
issue.

Supporting ABATE sends money to work towards fair treatment 
of motorcyclists.  Whether you ride with ABATE or ride with another 
group, being a member of ABATE and/or just participating in events, 
contributes to the work we do protecting our motorcycle riding rights.

Our Local #03 President, Chuck Pedersen, who is also Exec. 
Director of ABATE of CA, along with Bobby T., ABATE’s California 
State Legislative Director, and other members & board members, 
continue to network with various other groups, building alliances to 
present a formidable voice in Sacramento.  ABATE is a group that is 
making things happen … being instrumental in passing Lane Splitting 
legislation just a couple of years ago, and now working on Anti-
Profiling, and Noise and Exhaust Bills this year!  (see the flyer in this 
issue outlining ABATE accomplishments)

COME JOIN US … to any or all of our meetings and events … and 
bring your friends.  Join ABATE and be a part of our voice in matters of 
motorcycling rights!

At $40/year – it’s a bargain!

Check us out on Facebook @ www.Facebook/ABATE313 to follow our 
events and issues.

For Our Freedom of the Road.

Kathlean “MamaBear” Pedersen - Scribe, Treasurer & P.R. ABATE             
 Local #03
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Locals Reports
Local #17 Alameda, Contra Costa, 

Solano & Napa Counties
At our December meeting we first reviewed and voted to accept the 

agenda notes from our November meeting, as we do every month.  Then 
we moved on to introducing the new Officers of Local #17 for 2024.  The 
big exception is that we still do not have anyone who has volunteered to 
be our President.  Because of this, the members in attendance voted and 
accepted to hold our meetings every other month, until someone steps 
up to be President.  Meetings will start in February, still at 11:00am on 
the third Sundays at Judy’s Wild Wrangler.

 We set aside 10% of the run profits every year to donate to a charity 
that is voted on by the membership in December.  This year we decided 
to round it up to $150 before we gave it to the Sarah Renee Phillips 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Our board now consists of Glenn continuing to do Membership, 
DeeDee staying as Secretary, Greg continues as Treasurer, Lynda 
attending to raffles, and our new board member is Teasa who will be 
our Run Coordinator…Thanks Teasa!  Our proposed Bingo Run dates are 
in April, July, and October.  Glenn will informally guide the meetings 
until a new President is elected.

 We are looking for a member to become our new President.  They 
will have all the support of the other Officers and members of the Local, 
as they get up to speed and lead our group.  

 Please try to attend our next meeting on February 18th and show 
your support.  We always have a good time together and look forward to 
building our group in the coming year.  

Our Biker Bucks still stand at $100 to the winner.  If you are at the 
meeting and your name is pulled you would win the pot, just like David 
Dinsmore would have if he was here in person.

Down the road, Greg

Local #19 Pomona & San Gabriel Valleys
The big highlight since last publication was our 35th Annual Toy 

Run.  It was well attended.  Inspired by another local, we added a silent 
auction to the offering.  Most of the items had been considered for the 
regular raffle.  So, we were able to bring in a little extra funds than we 
otherwise likely would have.

Speaking of the raffle, we frequently have TVs as grand prizes in a 
live raffle at the end of the event.  This year was no different.  But this 
year’s TV was a little larger than we normally offer…a 75”!!   Turns 
out that several members of the Insanos opted to stay to the end of 
the event because one of them was hoping to win the TV… and that is 
EXACTLY who won it.  

Have you ever seen one of those things on the back of a bike?  Well, 
neither have I.  Thankfully, one of our Local members that was helping 
with the event, lives very close to the venue.  He was able to take the 
TV home, and he was going near the winner’s place a few days later 
anyway, so he was able to deliver it then.  It is great to see 
something nice go to someone that can really use it.

Every year we have a ride pin of some kind of rail car, and 
a collection of them goes together as a great Christmas train.  
This year we had a ride pin that memorialized our recently 

passed long time member and secretary/treasurer, Diane Davis.  Her 
nickname was Thumper, and there is a picture of Thumper painted on 
her bike.  Even her email address was Thumper’s Evil Twin @…  So, the 
best way to represent her was, of course, to include Thumper.  This year 
we had a Christmas lighted box car with an open door.  At the door was 
Thumper, wearing a Santa hat.  Behind Thumper was a ghosted image 
of a motorcycle.  On the back of the pins were the words, “In Memory Of 
Diane Davis”.  They were certainly well received by those who knew her, 
especially her sister.

As I write this article (mid 
January) we are encouraging 
members to participate in the 
trip to Sacramento to meet 
with legislators, and object to 
CARB’s consideration to start 
smog checking motorcycles, 
as well as the phase out of the 
internal combustion engine 
in motorcycles.  By the time this Bailing Wire is distributed we will 
probably have some insight into the direction they are pushing on us.

Ride Safe,

Jeff Bassler, President Local #19 , Board Member ABATE of CA

Local #23 San Bernardino
We closed out 2023 with 

a few Toy Runs.  As always, 
members of Local #23 joined 
Local #19 for their annual Santa 
Claus, Inc. event.  This is a ride 
we always look forward to.  If 
you haven’t been through the 
facility, you are missing out on 
the big picture.  Santa Claus Inc. 
- Chaffey District takes what 
we give them and donations throughout the year to bless hundreds of 
families with a Christmas.  We then went out to join the Devil Disciples 
to bless San Bernardino Salvation Army Family Shelter.  To end the Toy 
Run season we joined Quaid Loma Linda for their run to Loma Linda 
Children’s Hospital. 

January saw us all in our cars 
as the weather was a blustery 38 
degrees.  Our monthly meeting 
was small, but productive.  We 
welcomed Gary and we hope to 
see him back.  

We are planning to get a 
few charity runs organized for 
the year.  We are also looking 

at shaking up how we do our monthly meetings.  Thinking about a 
possible Coffee Shop meeting with a lunch ride to follow. 
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Local Reports

We’re looking forward to what 2024 has 
in store for us, with new rides, new members, 
and new adventures. 

See you down road, 

Ratchet Ron, President

Local #24 Fresno
Our Officers for the 2024 year are as 

follows:

President:  Joe Rodriguez

Vice President:  Joel Ross

Secretary:  Geri Larson

Treasurer:  Terri Emmett

PAC Representative:  Scott Loeffler

Membership:  Joel Ross

Web Master:  Georgi Leonardo

Local Merchandise:  Jim Pike

Run Coordinator:  Cowboy Larson

We appreciate your willingness to assist 
the Local by taking on these responsibilities!

We’re looking forward to a successful year!

Local #38 Imperial Valley
Hello ABATE members.  

I hope the new year finds you in good 
health.  Recapping our end of year events.  
The 26th Annual Turkey Run was a success.  
We collected 417 turkeys.  We had over 90 
riders from all over California, Arizona, 
and Mexico.  After ending in Calexico at 
Neighborhood House, we honored 2 bike clubs 
with plaques for their support of our event 
for over 20 years.  They are The F.I.R.E Group 
and The Blue Knights CA X.  We presented IV 
Moto with a trophy for the Deepest club.  Our 
Long-Distance Rider plaque went to Ron and 
Liz Morris from ABATE Local #23 out of San 
Bernadino. 

I want to thank Peggy Price for helping to 
make the 33rd Annual Los Ninos Toy Run a 
success.  A truck load of toys was delivered to 

the Betty Jo McNeece Receiving Home, plus we 
donated the proceeds of our auction.  

We at ABATE #38 want to thank everyone 
that helped make these events a success, and 
we look forward to your participation this 
year!  

We are starting to work on our Annual 
Stimulus Run.  It is our only fundraiser that 
helps up with our end of year events.  We will 
be raffling off a total of $1000 plus other raffle 
prizes.  Tickets will be $5 each.  Come to our 
monthly meetings and get involved.  Save the 
date May 4th 2024.  Also, we are helping with 
the ABATE Regional Rally, which will be in 
Alpine CA. this year on May 18th, 2024.  Both 
events need your help and participation.

Okay bye for now.  

See you down the road.

Ride safe.

Eddie Aranda

President Local #38

Local #40 Bakersfield

Got to ride recently with some of my 
Crusaders Brothers and Sisters.  Made me 
realize that this year is gonna be great, as we 
rebuild PCA58 and our ABATE of CA Local #40.  

We were attacked from within our own 
group, and we parted ways with all the bad and 
negative things.  Moving forward, we have lots 
of events coming up this year.  So far, FOUR 
ABATE events on the calendar, and Legacy will 
have our FIVE events, then PCA is planning 
to do our 9/11 Run again …. 
And if I can get the approval, 
a new kind of event will 
be coming this summer … 
something nobody has done 
yet, but everyone will love!  

Stay tuned friends.  We 
are coming back Bako, as 

the need for us grows daily … Be your brother’s 
keeper, be the light in a dark place, be the hope 
for that family on the street.  

BE A GOD LOVING AMERICAN AND 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AND HELP YOUR 
COMMUNITY…. Together, everyone 
accomplishes more.  Be a part of the team 
and do what you can, when you can.  Love and 
respect the ones who deserve it.  To the others, 
we will see you on the other side.  

Darren Billesbach, Jr. , Patriot Crusaders 58

President ABATE Local #40
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01 BARTELS' HARLEY-DAVIDSON   
Marina Del Rey 310/823-1112

01 BORN FREE CYCLE   
Burbank 818/569-3737

01 CT'S MOTORCYCLE TIRES  
Reseda 818/776-0051

01 HARLEY-DAVIDSON GLENDALE  
Glendale 818/246-5618

01 MESSENGERS OF RECOVERY  
S.C.V. CHAPTER  
Sylmar 818/523-7434

01 MESSENGERS OF RECOVERY 
SAN FERNANDO  
Los Angeles 310/710-5262

01 PLAN B INVESTMENTS  
Carmel Valley 818/259-4403

01 REPRO-GRAPHIC SUPPLY  
Sun Valley 818/395-7296

01 SHAGGERS M/C  
Lancaster 661/264-7377

02 VFW POST 10049  
Simi Valley 805/377-7926

06 BOOZE FIGHTERS MC #3  
San Diego 619/855-9981

08 THE HORSEMEN MC  
Anaheim 714/833-9508

17 BETTER LIVING CHIROPRACTIC  
Concord 925/798-6534

17 BUD'S PUB & GRILL  
Dixon 707/678-4745

17 EAGLE EYE ENGRAVING  
Vacaville 707/447-4774

17 GREEN RIVER TAPROOM  
Winters 530/574-8518

17 JUDY'S WILD WRANGLER SALOON  
Vacaville 707/447-5541

17 LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE #1967  
Vacaville 707/448-1122

17 MCGUIRE HARLEY-DAVIDSON  
Pacheco 925/945-6500

17 MISS DARLA'S  
Vacaville 707/446-4131

17 ROAD TRIP BAR & GRILL  
Capay 530/796-3777

17 STONES COUNTRY AUTOMOTIVE  
Vacaville 707/447-4312

17 THREE RESTAURANT  
Fairfield 707/673-4129

19 BASSLER ENTERPRISES 
La Verne 909/919-0783

20 AZRAELS MC  
Costa Mesa 949/307-2519

20 CAPISTRANO EAGLES MC  
Dana Point 949/422-3717

20 HARBOR RADIATOR  
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810

20 IRONWORKERS MC #433  
Whittier 562/968-4853

20 KANAKA HEKILI MC  
Fullerton 562/587-8346

20 OC BIKERS FOR CHRIST & RUSHING WIND 
MINISTRIES  
Garden Grove 714/719-1415

20 PIPE TRADES M/C  
Los Angeles 213/605-2982

23 HARRISON'S KOI FARM  
Riverside 951/369-9998

23 HELLFIGHTERS CM  
Grand Terrace 951/545-9251

24 ALLIED LINOLEUM & CARPET CO.  
Pinedale 559/438-0177

24 DAVE CHRISTIAN CONST INC  
Fresno 559/255-1222

24 HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF FRESNO  
Fresno 559/275-8586

24 J ROSS ENGINEERING  
Clovis 559/298-0650

24 JOHN RODRIGUEZ TRUCKING  
Fresno 559/269-5109

24 LANDSTAR INWAY INC  
Fresno 559/271-3000

24 MATHEWS HARLEY-DAVIDSON  
Fresno 559/233-5279

24 NEIGHBORS TAP & COOK HOUSE  
Clovis 559/298-4020

38 AIR COMFORT HEATING & COOLING 
EL CENTRO 760/353-3770

38 PREMIER AGENT NETWORK  
Imperial 760/222-6340/

44 AZTEC RIDER MC  
Hesperia 760/792-7535

44 TOTAL CONTROL/CMSP  
Victorville 800/943-5638

Thank you to our Business Members

ABATE Events for 2023
Events - 
March 10th Polar Bear Run Local 1 - Reseda, CA (Page 24)

May 4th Ammo Run Local 24 - Fresno, CA (Page 17)

Bike Nights: - 
ABATE Local 03 - 1st Thursday of the month @ 6:30PM @
Azar’s Sports Bar, 2215 Michael Dr., Newbury Park, 
CA (Page 22)
No Name MC every 3rd Tuesday 6PM-9PM @ The 555 
- 14582 Beach Blvd. Midway City, CA. Call 714-651-
1526 

Padrinoz Bike Night  4th Saturday starting at 6:00 p.m. 
at Tacos Los Carnales 8411 Foothill Blvd., Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA  91730

If you have a date for your event, and no details or flyer 
yet, you may still submit your dates, then submit your 
flyer in time for the Bailing Wire. ALL ABATE Events must 
have event insurance. Contact the ABATE State office for 
information.
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BIKE NIGHTS & MEETING FLYERS

6PM @ Millie’s Restaurant 
16840 Vanowen St. 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
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Polar Bear Run & Safety Article

Safety Article by Jeff Bassler, President Local #19 & Board Member 

I attended the last Orange County Black Sheep Breakfast.  While there, one of the O.C. Chapter Road Captains, Tom Shaw, offered some insight 
that I had not thought about in the context before.  I don’t recall all the detail.  And I certainly cannot put it as eloquently, or as thoroughly, as he 
put it.  But I would like to share the overall gist of the message.

The short version is that the way you are in general life transfers to how you ride.  If you are a detail oriented, meticulous person, you probably 
are going to be that way about the maintenance of your bike.  If you are an aggressive person, that is probably how you will ride, etc.  The concept 
is hard to argue with.

That started me thinking.  It is commonly appreciated that riding, in and of itself, is a form of therapy.  But for the therapy to be necessary, 
there must be something we are trying to heal.  That implies a shortcoming in our lives.  And if such shortcoming translates to risky riding 
behavior, as suggested that means that we are more at risk than we may account for when riding.

The knowledge of that, and appreciation of it, means that we can consciously overcome it.  If 
you know you are prone to riding aggressively, you can consciously slow down… be more aware 
of the risks that surround you.  You can take the time to pay attention to the maintenance of 
your bike, rather than “riding it until the wheels fall off”.  Your safety on the road, despite those 
who complain about those texting on the road, is mostly up to you.  When you recognize that, 
you are more likely to ride another day.

See you on the road…
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Donations to ABATE Of California are not deductible for Federal 
income tax purposes. However, dues and fees may qualify as 
business expenses and may be deductible in limited circumstances 
subject to various restrictions imposed by the Internal Revenue 
Code.

Membership Report
By Lee “Sporty” Milligan, Membership Chairman & Board Member

Hello, all ABATE members and Friends,

We hope you’re enjoying this edition of the Bailing Wire.  As 
your Membership Chairman, I hope you will find this presentation 
informative enough to encourage membership in ABATE (or at the very 
least, donations to the lobbyists fund.)

We were blessed with an Assistant Membership Chairman this year.  
Bill McClennen has been a valuable asset to the membership program, 
along with help from Kathlean “MamaBear” Pedersen and Jodie 
“Moonie” Maxwell.  Bill keeps the membership records current and 
intact, with his ability to do spread sheets.  With Bill’s record keeping it 
makes the process better and easier to handle.  Bill has also helped by 
heading up several programs to get more new members.

Our office Assistant and Board Member, Jeff Bassler has compiled 
the 2023 Membership Drive totals.  Quite a few new memberships were 
received through the website!  

I am happy to report the following winners of our 2023 Membership 
Drive:  

3rd place Mike Hess, Local 19 (7) new members

2nd place Rick Robison, Local 20 (12) new members

1st place Ed Aranda, Local 38 (14) new members 

Honorable mention Darren Billesbach, Jr. Local 40 with (3) new 
members.

Congratulations to ALL for what we have accomplished this year!  
Thanks to those who visited shops, set up bike nights, visited popular 
Biker hang outs and pushed memberships at bike events.  I appreciate 
your help in our drive!

I always like to remind everyone that when you get a new member, 
you must do what it takes to keep that member.  Not all the members 
will be able to make all the meetings.  So, you must keep them informed 
by getting an email list of the members and send out an agenda and/or 
minutes of what transpired at the monthly meetings.  By keeping your 
members informed, you will keep them engaged, and hopefully this 
will result in renewals.

And finally, as a FREE service to your business members, get 
them to do a write-up on their business so they can be in the Business 
Spotlight portion of the Bailing Wire.

In conclusion we’re striving to help make the membership 
committee better and with the Locals’ help we just might succeed!

Respectfully submitted by

Sporty Milligan, ABATE Membership Chairman 
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Donations: PAC, Lobbyist & General Fund

Sustaining (VIP) ABATE Members

Donations!! – General, Lobbyist & 
PAC Funds – THANK YOU!

Thank you for your sacrifice, generosity, and above all, your 
faith in ABATE of California. We are proud of our long relationship 
with our California riders and we strive to serve your motorcycle 
needs to the best of our ability. Your donation will be used as you 
intended it to be, and we would like to say, “Thank You” and wish 
you a safe ride on every road you travel. 

Sincerely, 

ABATE of California, Inc.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING:
DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND:

Todd Haeckel

Richard Mullaly
From ABATE Locals: 1,2, 17, 20, 23, 24, 33

DONATIONS TO THE LOBBYIST FUND:

Bob Warren

From ABATE Locals:  Local  1, 2, 17, 20,  24

DONATIONS TO THE PAC FUND:

 From ABATE Locals: Local 1 & 2

Thank YOU for your contributions in helping to preserve 
“Freedom of the Road” by supporting ABATE’s paid Lobbyist and 
the General Fund!!! Thank you to our Members that renew their 
Memberships and those that join us – that too helps in preserving 
and fighting for Motorcyclist’s Rights!! And of Course, the Locals 
that contribute to the funds regularly and when they do events. 
THANK YOU!! It’s a team effort, so thank you for being a part of 
the ABATE Team! 

THANK YOU For the 
Extra Support!
ABATE Local #01

Vince Alvarez

Mike Burton

Lisa Garber

Micah Horton 

Lee Sporty Milligan

Nicholas Novosel III

Bob Warren

ABATE Local #02

Patti Bock

ABATE Local #03

Mike & Mary Osborn

Mike & Michelle Vivenzio

ABATE Local #06

Bart & Wendy Perry

ABATE Local #08

Gonzo Gonzalez

Steve Howe

Tim & Yvonne Tennimon

ABATE Local #17

Greg Howe

ABATE Local #19

Robert & Brianna Cuthbertson IV

Jesus & Mona Lisa Godinez

ABATE Local #20

Thomas Martin

ABATE Local #23

Todd Haeckel

Kenny & Raeann Nuttall

Richard Leach

ABATE Local #24

Reggie & Avril MacKay

Doug Silveria

ABATE Local #25

Lil’ David Morena

Joseph Rendon

James & Daisy Young

ABATE Local #33

Sally Broce

Robert Duvall

Donald & Susan Noblin

Ronald Tibbetts

ABATE Local #44

Hank & Kris Hallmark

Dave & Carol Hastings

Ken & Glenice Hatfield

Bill Tolen & Paula Penn

Sustaining Members (VIP’s) receive a mailed 
copy of the Bailing Wire, the months it is printed, 
a yearly certificate of Appreciation, suitable for 
framing, their membership card with VIP printed 
on it, and their names printed on this list. ABATE 
of California appreciates their extra support.
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ABATE “Brothers & Sisters” Lost Too Soon

Rest in Peace, May they ride Forever Free.
DIANE DAVIS, LOCAL 19

BILL BISH, LOCAL 1 

ABATE Membership Application
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Life Cycle of Legislation: How a Bill becomes LAW

BATE 
Members 
Attend the 
Annual 
NCOM 
Convention



Los Angeles County Local #01
Jim Nickla 818-469-9711 
3rd Tuesday — 6:00 PM 
Millie’s Restaurant 
16840 Vanowen St., Van Nuys, CA 91406

Simi Valley Local # 02
Jane Warthen 805-341-3386 
2nd Tuesday — 7:00 PM 
Fast N Fresh Mexico Grill 
2480 Tapo St. Simi Valley, CA 93063

Thousand Oaks/Ventura Local # 03
Chuck Pedersen kath55344@ gmail.com  
  805-479-2706 
3rd Thursday — 7:00 PM 
ElksLodge  
158 N Conejo School 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

San Diego County Local #0 6
Snowman  619-855-9981 
1st Sunday — 12 Noon 
Kate Sessions Park 
Pacific Beach, CA 92109

Orange County Local #08
Daniel Pfaffly 714-365-5907 
  dpfaffly@ gmail.com  
2nd Tuesday — 6:30PM Dinner, 7PM Meeting 
American Legion Post 295 
5646 Coporate Ave. Cypress, CA 90630

Alameda, Contra Costa,  
Solano & Napa Counties  Local #17
Glenn Phillips 707-624-6310 
Meets every other month starting February  

Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon  11:00 AM 
4823 Midway Rd 
Vacaville, CA 95688

Pomona Valley Local #19
Jeff Bassler  909-919-0783 jeff@bassler.com 
4th Wednesday — 7:00 PM 
Round Table Pizza 
1020 N. Mountain Ave. 
Ontario, CA 91672

Region #8 (Local 1 & Local 19)

Sporty Milligan 
818-361-8800z

Region #11 (Local 8 & Local 20)

D-Man 
714/833-9508

Region #12 (Local 6 & Local 38)

Dave Conner 
760/208-7232 

ABATE Meetings
Regional Representatives

Orange County Local #20
Rick Robison  714-315-1150 

local20abate@gmail.com 
2nd Tuesday — 6:30PM Dinner, 7PM Meeting 
American Legion Post 295 
5646 Coporate Ave. Cypress, CA 90630

San Bernardino Local #23
Ron Morris  909-768-0355 
1st Sunday - 8am Breakfast/9am Meeting 

Pepper Steak Restaurant 
26589 Highland Ave. 
Highland, CA 92346 

Fresno Local #24
Joe Rodriguez 559-392-4604

2nd Wednesday  — 6PM Dinner/7:00 PM Meeting 
Seven Cafe & Grill 
25 Shaw Ave. 
Clovis, CA 93612

Sacramento Local #25
Lil’ David Morena  916-616-9605 
3rd Thursday — 7:00 PM 
Denny’s 
3520 Auburn Blvd 
Sacramento, CA 95821

Yuba Cit y  Local #33
Steve Katen 530-933-8279  
1st Tuesday — 7:00 PM 
American Legion Post #807 
5477 Feather River Blvd. 
Olivehurst, CA 95961

Imperial Valley Local #38
Ed Aranda  760-554-8843 
  Edward_ A12@ yahoo.com 
Last Thursday — 6:30 PM 
Denny’s, 1445 Ocotillo Drive El Centro, 
California 92243

Bakersfield	 	Local	#40
Darren “Smokey” Billesbach Jr. 360-296-9335 
2nd Tuesday — 7:00 PM 
3232 Rio Mirada, Suite A-1, 93308

High Desert Local #44/47
Dave Hastings 760-947-4700  
  davesautoRpair@aol.com 
2nd Saturday — 9:30 AM   
Moose Lodge #1808  
10230 E. Avenue 
Hesperia, CA 92345

Please Use 
Contact Info

to Verify Meeting
Times & Locations





Adelanto Motorcycle Training Services, Inc 760-987-6652
Alameda Bay Area Motorcycle Training 888-744-2268
Aptos Cabrillo College 831-479-6331
Atwater Valley Motorcycle Training, Inc 559-299-6347
Carlsbad Twysted Throttle 619-771-9927 
Chico Sierra Steel Harley Davidson 530-440-9766
Chula Vista	 Pacific	Safety	Center	 858-621-2313
Cloverdale Redwood Region Motorcycle Training 707-538-7768
Colton STMC 909-430-3000
Cornoa Ride Rite 951-736-8179
Costa Mesa U-RIDE 714-425-7981
Eureka Redwood Region Motorcycle Training 707-538-7768
Fairfield Iron Steed Harley Davidson 707-359-5350
Fremont 2	Wheel	Safety	Training	 510-784-8978
Fresno Valley Motorcycle Training, Inc 559-233-5279
Fullerton Orange County Motorcycle Training 714-637-2355
Gilroy  2	Wheel	Safety	Training	 510-784-8978
Hawthorne Bartels Harley Davidson 310-823-1112
Hayward	 Northern	California	Motorcycle	Training,	Inc	 877-888-6268
Hesperia Motorcycle Training Services, Inc 760-987-6652
Inglewood Westside Motorcycle Academy 310-395-0695
Lake Elsinore Ride Rite 951-736-8179
Lancaster Antelope Valley Harley-Davidson 661-948-5959
Lathrop Eagles Nest Harley Davidson 209-307-7557
Livermore	 Pacific	Motorcycle	Training	 925-800-5109
Long Beach Westside Motorcycle Academy 310-395-0695
Mather	 Safety	Center	Inc	 800-825-7262
Monterey Pacific	Motorcycle	Training	 925-800-5109
Mission Viejo Saddleback Rider Training 949-491-1201
Modesto Modesto Junior College 209-575-6063
Newark	 2	Wheel	Safety	Training	 510-784-8978

Norwalk Cerritos Community College 562-467-5050
Palmdale Top Gun Motorcycle Training 800-593-7909
Pasadena	 Academy	of	Motorcycle	Operation	LLC	 877-474-3326
Perris Riverside Harley Davidson 951-785-0100
Petaluma	 Northern	California	Motorcycle	Training,	Inc	 877-888-6268
Pleasant Hill	 Northern	California	Motorcycle	Training,	Inc	 877-888-6268
Riverside Ride Rite 951-736-8179
Rocklin Sierra Community College 916-781-6280
Sacramento	 Safety	Center	Inc	 800-825-7262
Sacramento	 Harley	Davidson	of	Sacramento	 916-929-4680
Salinas	 Pacific	Motorcycle	Training	 925-800-5109
San Bernardino SoCal Motorcycle Training 951-306-0141
San Diego	 Pacific	Safety	Center	 858-621-2313
San Francisco Bay Area Motorcycle Training 888-744-2268
San Jose	 2	Wheel	Safety	Training	 510-784-8978
San Jose Golden State Moto 408-634-6768
San Luis Obispo Central Coast Motorcycle Training 805-226-8015
San Mateo	 Northern	California	Motorcycle	Training,	Inc	 877-888-6268
Santa Clara	 2	Wheel	Safety	Training	 510-784-8978
Santa Clarita Top Gun Motorcycle Training 800-593-7909
Santa Maria Central Coast Motorcycle Training 805-226-8015
Santa Rosa Santa Rosa Motorcycle Training 707-537-9860
Shafter Top Gun Motorcycle Training 800-593-7909
Simi Valley MRE Corp 805-389-5303
Somis Learn	to	Ride	VC	 805-827-0075
South San Francisco	 Pacific	Motorcycle	Training	 925-800-5109
Vallejo Bay Area Motorcycle Training 888-744-2268
Van Nuys Ride Rite 951-736-8179
Visalia Valley Motorcycle Training, Inc 559-299-6347
Walnut Mt. San Antonio College 909-274-4220
Wrightwood Motorcycle Training Services, Inc 760-987-6652

Motorcyclist Training Courses

got skills? 
Learn to ride or take your riding to a higher 

level with California’s premier training courses 

Find a California Total Control Training Site Near You

Total Control has the most comprehensive 
lineup	of	motorcycle	training	courses	in	
the nation. Beginner training is available 
across	the	state	for	new	riders	who	want	
to get their “M” endorsement. Intermediate 
training	is	for	those	riders	who	want	more	
confidence	and	“tools	in	their	toolbox”.	And	
advanced	training	is	for	those	riders	who	
want	to	supercharge	their	riding	skills	for	
the	ultimate	in	safety	and	fun.	We	even	offer	
three-wheel	and	track-based	training	for	
those who like to beat to their own drummer.         
Call or visit us online to see what 
professional	training	can	do	to	help	get	the	
most	out	of	your	two-wheeled	adventures.	
And	if	you’re	an	experienced	rider	who	
loves	to	share	your	passion,	find	out	about	
the	satisfying	opportunity	of	becoming	a	
certified	Total	Control	Instructor	by	calling	
800.943.5638 today!   

For intermediate, advanced or 3-wheel visit: 
www.totalcontroltraining.net

877.743.3411

SAFETY MESSAGE BY

For beginner training courses visit: 
www.motorcyclesafetyca.com/

800.943.5638
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