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ABATE of CA Bills at a Glance
AB-3195 Acosta (R – Santa Clarita) DMV: licensing: motorcycle endorsement
This bill would, commencing July 1, 2019, require certificate to be submitted electronically to the De-

partment of Motor Vehicles by the operator of an approved motorcyclist training program and would re-
quire the department to accept those electronic submissions.

AB-2972 Cabellero (D – Salinas) Vehicles: enforcement: motorcycle profiling
This bill would define the term “motorcycle profiling” as the illegal consideration of the fact that a person 

is riding a motorcycle or wearing motorcycle or motorcycle club-related clothing as a factor in enforcement 
decisions, and would prohibit peace officers from engaging in motorcycle profiling. This bill would also 
provide a private right of action for persons who are subjected to motorcycle profiling in violation of the 
provisions of this bill.

AB-2761 Obernolte (R – Big Bear Lake) Yield: inoperative traffic signal
This bill would authorize the driver of a vehicle facing a traffic-actuated signal that displays a steady cir-

cular red indication or steady red arrow indication, and that subsequently fails to display a green indication 
within a reasonable period of time because of a signal malfunction or because the signal has failed to detect 
the presence of the driver or vehicle, to proceed with caution when it is safe to do so, after having stopped 
at the intersection, as specified.

SB-1316 Glazer (D – Contra Costa/Alameda) Off-highway vehicular recreation: Carnegie State Vehicular 
Recreation Area: Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area.

This bill would authorize the department to dispose of the portion of the Carnegie State Vehicular Rec-
reation Area known as the “Alameda-Tesla Expansion Area” to permanently preserve that land for con-
servation purposes, as specified, if the department determines that disposing of the land is in the public 
interest. The bill would authorize the Director of General Services to transfer the land to a local agency for 
less than fair market value if the local agency agrees to use the land as a park or for another open-space 
purpose and would require the property interest to revert from the local agency to the state if the land is 
used for a different purpose during the 25 years after the transfer date. The bill would require any revenue 
from the disposition of the land to be deposited in the fund for the purchase of land for off-highway vehicle 
recreation by the department.

The Lombardo Group – Government Relations
916.424.1148 info@lombardogroup.net

Want more details on a bill?
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
Join or donate today www.abate.org

Jennifer Rios L27
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 Mission Statement 
ABATE of California is committed to protect and promote the interests of the 

Motorcycle community. ABATE exists to preserve and safeguard the individual 
rights and liberties of all riders thru political and legislative action. ABATE 
promotes motorcycle safety through education, training and public awareness.

Lobbyist’s Legislative Report

2018 State Officers 
Chairman of the Board 
Glenn Phillips 707/624-6310 
Secretary 
Kathlean Butcher 805/479-2706 
Treasurer 
Mark Castillero 760/809-9148 
Executive Director 
Dave Hastings 760/947-4700 
Assistant Executive Director 
Open 
Lobbyists 
James Lombardo 916/424-1148 
James Lombardo Jr 916/424.1148 
Legislative Director 
Chuck Pedersen 805/496-0323 
Assistance Legislative Directors 
Nick Benson Sr 760/447-4004 
Mark Loudermilk 951/599-5234 
PAC/Lobbyist Treasurer 
Dave Hastings 760/947-4700 
Membership 
Sporty Milligan 818/361-8800 
PR 
Gill Mellen 949/632-9787 
Editor 
John (Milky) Loudermilk 602/421-7516 
arizonamilky@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor 
Nick Benson Sr. 760/447-4004 
Internet/Computer Technicians 
Joe B 
Nick Benson Jr 
Website/Social Media 
Mark Loudermilk 951/599-5234 
IT Support 
Diane Davis 
Safety 
Norm Newiger 805/368-6693 
Discussion Group Moderator 
Dave Walsh 805/486-1093 
MRF Liaison 
Keith Johnston 818/914-1952 
M.M.A./ABATE Liaison 
Ruby Weber -916/481-1549 
Insurance Adviser 
Rusty Russell – 818/321-2714

What is ABATE? 
ABATE is a motorcyclists’ rights organization dedi-

cated to preserving freedom of choice and freedom 
of the road on or off with emphasis on education and 
safety. Although not a club, our members are active in 
programs for public awareness and motorcycle safety 
and in supporting many types of charity events. There 
are no special requirements for joining aside from an 
interest in promoting motorcyclist’s rights and safety 
with payment of the appropriate fees. 

ABATE of CA Inc 
20355 Murieta St 
Apple Valley CA 92307-9223 
1-760/956-1669 
Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org 
E-mail: info@abate.org

by James Lombardo, 
Lobbyist

The Lombardo Group – Government 
Relations

916.424.1148 - info@lombardogroup.net

It’s April and that means deadlines are 
approaching. Bills must pass 1st policy 
committees by end of this Month.

2018 Bills are being set for hearings 
and various amendments to the hundreds of 
spot bills that were introduced in February 
are being negotiated and discussed. (A 
Spot Bill can be changed to do just about 
anything - so we watch these closely). We 
will update you whenever these bills are 
amended to adversely affect US!!!

Check out our Bills at a Glance section 
for Legislative information

This also is an Election year and June 
5th will be the Primary Elections with big 
Democratic battle for the Governor’s race 
and US Senate seat.

Please make 4-8 hours of your time 
each month upcoming to volunteer for 
an ABATE endorsed candidate. This is 
helpful when bills effecting motorcycles 
are before the Legislature - they do 
remember their Friends.

See you at the Board of Directors 
meeting on May 19th at the Piccadilly 
Airport Hotel.

2018 Board of Directors
Mark “Dogman” Castillero 760.809.9148
Dave Hastings 760.947.4700
Daniel “Boomer” Humber 323.514.6888
Mark “Bosco” Loudermilk 951.599.5234
Gill Mellen 949.632.9787
“Sporty” Milligan 818.361.8800
Robert Nadler 661/400-9425
Glenn Phillips 707.624.6310
“Spike” 714.234.0730
Keith Johnston 818/914-1952
D-Man 714/833-9508

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 15, 2018
DMV Removes Driving Suspensions for Failure to Pay Fines
Sacramento - The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) removed failure to pay notations from 

all driver records and notified customers who had qualifying suspensions removed.
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. signed Assembly Bill 103 (AB 103) on June 27, 2017, which 

eliminated court notifications to the DMV of failure to pay fines, eliminating the requirement for 
the DMV to suspend or withhold driver licenses for that reason. Since then, the DMV has worked 
to restore driving privileges to all California drivers who had their driver license suspended solely 
for failure to pay fines before AB 103 took effect. The DMV also removed failure to pay notices 
from records at the request of drivers.

The DMV recently notified affected customers that their failure to pay suspension has been 
removed from their record. Some customers receiving such a notification might still have a sus-
pended license for other reasons, and this action will not resolve those suspensions. For example, a 
DUI-related suspension will not be affected by this change. To find out if they have other suspen-
sions or holds, customers can request a copy of their driver record from the DMV online, by mail 
or at a DMV field office.

Customers who had their driving privilege suspended solely for a failure to pay fines and have a 
valid driver license can legally drive without any further steps. Customers with an expired license 
or customers who no longer have a license in their possession must visit a DMV field office to apply 
for a renewal or a duplicate, and pay the corresponding fee. Vision and/or knowledge tests might 
be required.

For more information on failure to pay notifications, including FAQs, visit www.dmv.ca.gov.

Never miss the latest news from the CA DMV. Sign up now for DMV News Alerts! It’s an easy way 
to receive up-to-date information from the

California Department of Motor Vehicles. This tool also offers customization to obtain specific DMV 
related topics, such as REAL ID, autonomous

vehicles, and field office openings and closures. To subscribe or unsubscribe from DMV News 
Alerts, visit

https://www.emailalert.dmv.ca.gov/DMVEmail_Alert/
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by Dave Hastings, Executive 
Director & PAC Treasurer

If you haven’t figured this out yet we are offi-
cially in an election year cycle and Chuck Peders-
en, our Legislative Director, with help from Nick 
Benson and Mark Loudermilk will be working 
hard to put together our electoral guide to assist 
you in choosing motorcycle friendly candidates 
for the upcoming general elections. Of course we 
always ask for info and guidance from our own 
Lobbardo Group, our lobbyist team in Sacra-
mento, and from you, our members who are po-
litically active in your districts and have current, 
first hand, knowledge of the candidates.

If you haven’t been paying any attention to the 
candidates in your area perhaps you should get 
involved on a personal basis soon. ABATE does 
it’s best to help elect M/C supportive candidates 
and we also try very hard to prevent those who 
do not support our causes from having a suc-
cessful run for election or re-election. We do this 
with good old fashioned “active involvement” in 
the campaign offices of those friendly to us. It 
usually doesn’t require a lot of our money and 
takes up a minimal amount of your time. Either 
way, it’s time and money very well spent to pro-
tect your motorcycle lifestyle.

Check out the names on the upcoming political 
races in your area and offer to help the candidates 
of your choice. Contact their office, discuss our 
issues with their staff (or the candidate, if they 
have time to see you) and then offer your help 
as a volunteer in whatever capacity you can fill. 
You will be doing them, yourself, and ABATE of 
California a great service, if you do so.

By getting involved, you become an active par-
ticipant in the electoral process and establish a 
lifelong working relationship with your candi-

date and their staff members. That is how we suc-
ceed so well at the grass roots level and how you 
can control your personal “Freedom of Choice” 
on Election Day. We don’t always win every race 
but we damn well make friends and influence the 
outcome of California politics. Win or lose, our 
friends and even our enemies, respect us for what 
we do with our limited access to the big wheels 
that turn the political process in this state. It only 
takes one vote to win and we have, on numerous 
“too close to call” elections, helped our candidate 
get that one extra vote they needed to secure a 
victory.

Get involved, make wise choices, and have fun 
working the upcoming elections. ABATE will 
benefit, you will feel good about yourself, and 
who knows, you may enjoy the process so much 
we may have an ABATE member listed on the 
next election cycle ballot. Pick up the phone or 
stop by your candidate’s local field office soon 
and let’s get this party started. November will be 
here before we know it!
“THANKS TO THOSE THAT DO, AND TO 
THOSE THAT DON’T, PLEASE TRY TO!”

Executive Director’s & PAC Treasurer’s Report
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ABATE Local 1’s 31st Annual 
Polar Bear Run – Thank You

Hi all! Sunday, February 25th was 
the Polar Bear run. To all who attend-
ed this event, “Thank You” from the 
bottom of my heart.

The groups that attended are Part-
ners MC, Shaggers MC, The Mid-
night Riders MC, Top Rocker HOG 
Chapter, and Glendale HOG Chapter.

Locals that attended are Local 2, 
Local 3/13, Local 8, Local 19 and Lo-
cal 20.

Thanks to all who had breakfast at 
Big Jim’s Family restaurant and to 
those who ate at the Big Oaks Lodge.

I want to thank those who donated 
the nifty raffle prizes: Old Road HD, 
Glendale HD, Bartels HD, Top Rocker 
HD, Cycle Gear’s Canoga Park store, 
CT Motorcycle Tires in Reseda, and 
ABATE Local 1 members.

Support these stores for all your mo-
torcycle needs.

Again I am grateful for your support 
of the 31st annual Polar Bear run.

Regards, your faithful ABATE Lo-
cal 1 president, Sporty Milligan
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ABATE OF CALIFORNIA, INC.
American Brotherhood Aimed Towards Education

20355 Murieta St.
Apple Valley, CA 92307-9223

1-760/956-1669 Fax 760/956-6519 
http://www.abate.org

info@abate.org
The Bailing Wire newsletter is published 

monthly with printed issues bimonthly by 
ABATE of California, Inc., with corporate 
mailing address at 20355 Murieta St. Apple 
Valley CA 92307.  All issues are on our website 
www.abate.org. All editorials, membership and 
advertising is to be sent to the corporate mailing 
address. Circulation: 5,500 bimonthly. 

 
Written articles are the opinions of the  

authors and not necessarily the opinion of 
ABATE of California. Editor reserves the 
right to edit any copy.

EDITOR
John (Milky) Loudermilk
Assistant Nick Benson Sr.

PRODUCTION & PROOFREADERS
Janet Wilhelm & Caroline Griffith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nick Benson Sr and Gill Mellen

COLUMNISTS
Bill Bish, Sporty Milligan, Jim Lombardo, Dave 

Hastings, Norm E. Newiger & Craig Griswold.

DEADLINES
All run flyers and ad copy will be camera ready. 

Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication for 
ALL material for publication. 
Business Card size $15.00/Mo $150.00/YR
Business Card with color $20.00/Mo $200.00/YR
Super-Size Business Card with color $250.00 Yearly only

A Super-Size Business Membership includes Business 
card on our website with a web link to your business.
ALL Yearly rates Includes a Business membership to 
ABATE Of California.

Business Memberships include two persons at the same 
mailing address, and a display plaque for the first year. 
Business cards need to be mailed to the ABATE State 
Office with membership application and appropriate fee.

Other Business Ads or NON-ABATE Event Flyers 
Rate:
¼ Page (5”w x 7.8” h) $150.00/Mo        $1,500.00/Yr.
½ Page (10”w x 7.8”h) $175.00/Mo $1,750.00/
Yr.
Full Page (10” w x 15.5”h) $350.00/Mo         $3,500.00/
Yr.

Color ads are 25% extra. 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  SPECIAL

ABATE of California Inc. neither endorses 
nor promotes the services of any particular 
Law Firm. We are committed to working with 
all MROs including NCOM, MRF, AMA, 
MMA, BOLT and any other motorcycle rights 
organization that strengthens our lobby on 
legislative issues and on motorcycle safety.

Donations to ABATE Of California 
are not deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes. However, dues and fees 
may qualify as business expenses and 
may be deductible in limited circum-
stances subject to various restrictions 
imposed by the Internal Revenue Code.

Color for an ad or flyer is extra and (ad copy, print 
ready) must be submitted showing color. All ads MUST 
be pre-paid for whatever duration you will be running the 
ad. Prices do not include any changes that you may want 
to make to existing ads placed with us.

Ads should be submitted electronically – in a jpg or tiff 
file – email to bailing.wire@abate.org and either mail 
payment to the address below or call with credit card 
number and billing information.

CLASSIFIED Members may advertise in the 
Classified Section at no charge.

PHOTOS
If you have any photos of ABATE motorcycle 

events please send them to us. They will be 
returned if you ask. Please include name of event, 
date, sponsor, etc. Must be received by the 10th of 
the month. You can email pictures in .jpg file to: 
bailing.wire@abate.org

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT
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by Sporty Milligan,
Membership Chairman

Hi all! As you know ABATE Local 1 had 
its 31st annual Polar Bear run on February 
25th. Membership wise (and otherwise) it 
was pretty successful as we signed up 5 
new single members, 1 couple member-
ship, and 1 renewal.

There will be ABATE events in the up-
coming months that will allow you to 
sign-up new members. Also your local 
motorcycle dealerships will be doing bike 

nights and occasionally Saturday events. 
This is a great way to find new members 
and sell your remaining allotment of Bike 
Raffle tickets for an HD 2017 Road Glide.

Again, don’t forget your Local’s renew-
als. Reward them with renewal trinkets. 
One such trinket at this time of the year is 
to give them a Membership Special Raf-
fle ticket. They only cost you a dollar to 
give and will put a smile on your renew-
al’s face. Who would not like a chance to 
win $250 at the drawing held at the July 
Board of Directors meeting? Furthermore 
it shows that you care about your Local 
members.

So when you’re planning to take a ride 
or attend a motorcycle event, be sure to 
carry membership cards and then you can 
work your magic and sign-up new mem-
bers for your Local. ABATE welcomes 
new members, so do your best to sign-up 
a few or many!

Finally, if you have brilliant ideas for im-
proving the membership program, email 
me at williammilligan285@yahoo.com.

Remember there is unity and strength in 
numbers of members.

Sporty Milligan, Membership Chairman
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Continued on next page

Local #01 Los Angeles

Greetings All! Meeting of ABATE Local 1 will 
take place March 18th at the Elks Lodge, 10137 
Commerce Avenue in Tujunga. The meeting will 
start at 9 am.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, I will give my 
president’s report. A summary of the just com-
pleted 31st annual Polar Bear run will be dis-
cussed.

Discussion will then shift to the anti-profiling 
bill and where the bill is and what we should be 
doing to move it along. Next we will talk about 
attending other Local’s runs to return their sup-
port for attending our Polar Bear run.

Then the membership report from Glen Ches-
lock, VP report from Jim Nickla, and members’ 
input.

Our in house raffle closes the meeting. A great 
breakfast will be available from the good cooks 
at the Elks Lodge.

That’s pretty much how Local 1’s meeting goes.
Sporty Milligan, ABATE Local 1 President

Local #02 Simi Valley

We have a wet March so far, but that didn’t stop 
us from having our fantastic $5.00 BBQ meal 
deal before our meeting. When I arrived early for 
our meeting the volunteer cooks, Jim, Frank and 
Pattibock were rocking the BBQ, with hamburg-
ers and fat footlongs. Chili and chocolate chip 
cookies were brought by Pattibock. We also have 
all the fixin’s you could want and for 5 bucks you 
can’t go wrong! Plus we have a great bar on the 
other side of the door in the beautiful patio we 
dine in.

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 
VFW Post 10049, 4242 East Los Angeles Street 
in Simi Valley. We start serving our famous meal 
deal at 6:45 until 7:20, then we start our meeting 
at 7:30.

VP Jim opened up the meeting with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and then Pres Guy started the 
meeting. He talked about what our host the VFW 
is doing and invited Local 2. He also talked about 
the anti-profiling bill in California as well as on 
the Federal level and he talked about other bills, 
too.

Jane, our secretary, read the minutes and Pat, 
our treasurer, gave us our financial report - we 
are doing good. PR Norm talked about the new 
drivers’ hands free vehicles out now and also the 

autonomous cars of the near future. He also said 
to read the Bailing Wire on line.

Frank, our membership, coordinator talked 
about where we are at with our membership and 
introduced our new member, Doug. Welcome 
bro! He also talked about trying to contact mem-
bers that have not renewed and those who haven’t 
been coming to our meetings.

Pigface Bob talked about our ride last month, 
the Polar Bear run by Local 1. He said it was still 
good and the group enjoyed it. Pigface also talked 
about future runs for next month. If you couldn’t 
make the meeting and want to ride, contact him.

We had a good meeting with a lot of interac-
tion and valuable information for all who were 
there. We also had a good amount of raffle prizes 
- lucky Jim! Our membership drawing was won 
by Pattibock!

We missed all who could not attend this meet-
ing and hope to see you at the next meeting. We 
will start planning our Sweaty Buns run very 
soon and we need your help to keep it going! It 
will be even better this time around!

Come on down to our meeting and we will help 
you get connected with us.

PTL norm e

Local #08 Orange County

March was bringing us much needed rain as we 
gathered in the warmth of the American Legion 
Hall for our meeting.

Steve echoed a question we ask our visitors, 
“How did you end up here?” I challenged all to 
tell the story of their ABATE roots.

We came to ABATE years ago as non-mem-
bers to the Lake Elsinore camp outs. We realized 
that ABATE needed people to spread the word. 
Let’s renew the driving force of ABATE - “Our 
Members”.

As we gathered this month, plans were put in 
motion to reserve a place and begin to get the 
word out for the Long Beach So Cal Cycle Swap 
Meet. ABATE Local 8 will be there July 29th - 
come out and support ABATE! If you have any 
motorcycle items that are just collecting dust, 
please contact Local 8 and we will arrange to 
get them before the swap meet. Any monies col-
lected at the Swap Meet will be donated directly 
back to ABATE.

Steve reminded us to visit the ABATE web-
site and sign up for Legislative alerts and stay 
informed.

Don’t forget to get your Raffle Tickets sold as 
these tickets help fund ABATE so we can con-
tinue to be a vocal part of our riding laws.

At the close of our meeting we have our month-
ly opportunity drawing. Daniel Pfaffly’s name 
was drawn!

Stay alert out there and bundle up, it’s cold out-
side.

Local 8’s very own Hawgete

Local # 11 North San Diego County

Attendance was low today, probably due to the 
time change and rainy weather, but we still had a 
good meeting and discussed Assembly Bill 2972.

Our Ice Chest raffle produced a good financial 
result so we are able to continue donating to the 
lobbyist fund. Local 11 has decided to have an-
other Holiday Loaded Ice Chest raffle with the 
drawing in November in time for the holidays.

Our booth at various Harley Davidson dealer-
ship events has brought in new members and do-
nations as well. We will be attending the Cinco 
de Mayo event at San Diego HD and the “May 
Ride” event at Biggs HD on May 19th. Clint Au-
gust on the radio supports ABATE when promot-
ing this event.

Dogman Mark Castillero

Local #17 Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Solano & Napa Counties

Greetings! Our 2017 Road Glide raffle continues 
with 1433 tickets sold as of 3.17.18. Odds are bet-
ter than the State Lottery – so get your ticket today! 
See flyer in this issue. Tickets are available through 
ABATE Locals 1, 8, 11, 3/13, 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 
27, 31 and 44/47. Please contact us for more details 
and we will gladly get tickets sent to you. Awards 
will be given to the top three individuals selling the 
most tickets. Thanks to all who have sold and bought 
tickets! Every member should buy at least one ticket. 
Drawing will be held on June 3rd at Iron Steed Har-
ley-Davidson in Vacaville, CA. Need not be present 
to win so call me (Glenn) at 707-624-6310 for your 
ticket.

Our 30th Freeze Your Ass Off Poker run had rain, 
yet we had 50 sign-ins. Thanks to Miss Darla’s, Dave   
and of course Facebook.

Next will be our Spring Bingo Fun Run on Satur-
day, April 14th. This event starts at the Road Trip Bar 
and Grill in Capay. Sign in at 9 am and first game is at 
10 am. We will end at STR8 Shooter in Vacaville for 
Lunch and the final Bingo game. Don’t miss this as it 
is a lot of fun with awards at each stop.

May 5th will be our 7th Annual Texas Hold-Em at 
the Moose Lodge in Vacaville at 5 pm for sign-ins. 
See ad this issue. Tickets are only $50 this year with 
a great raffle and 50/50. Get your ticket in April and 
receive 1000 bonus chips

Please come to our meetings for important info and 
also to volunteer to help. It is important to bring a 
worthy raffle prize to every meeting and that enters 
you in a drawing for free attendance to the event you 
donate to. For our members that cannot attend any of 
our events, please send a donation, as we need them 
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to continue to be successful.
It is the volunteers that keep us going. We still des-

perately need a Raffle Coordinator and a Run/Event 
Coordinator so please come to a meeting on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon 
at 10 am to volunteer.

Ride Safe and Free and I will see you around the 
next corner.

Local #25 Sacramento

Lil’ David called the meeting to order at 7:01. There 
were 7 members attending and no guests. Lil’David 
read the minutes of the January meeting. Joe, our 
treasurer, updated us on our balance. Lil’ David gave 
Teresa the most recent membership list. We reviewed 
the list and noted that a couple of people attending 
needed to renew.

It was announced that the anti-profiling effort in 
Arizona has failed, mainly due to lack of effort. 
Grandfather’s Campout will be June 1st – 2nd and the 
Redwood Run will be in August after Sturgis.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35. David Smart 	

This is an “old-school” motorcycle campout in beautiful Eastern Oregon. 
45260 Highway 19, Fossil OR, about 7 miles SE of Fossil 

 

Bike Show • Live Music • Food and Merchandise Vendors • Contests 

Bike Games on Saturday • Poker Run on Sunday 
 

ABSOLUTELY NO Crossing Fences! • NO Firearms! • NO Fireworks! • ALL Dogs on leashes! 
Breakfast and showers available thanks to Fossil High School • Firewood for sale too 
Groups of 10 or more are allowed one support vehicle up to 20 feet long at campsite. 

LIMITED RV parking by reservation only! 
 

Gates open Friday at Noon. Campsites are first come, first serve. 
Member: Advance $30/Gate $35 • Non-Member: Advance $35/Gate$40 • Day Pass $25 

 

For more information: Yukon 928-273-9431 or http://www.fossilcampout.com/ 
Advanced Tickets and Vendor Info: Lauren 503-318-8396 hossrlives@yahoo.com 

 
A.B.A.T.E. is A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments 

All proceeds benefit motorcyclists rights, education, and safety awareness. Contributions or gifts to 
A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc. are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. 

“Sanctioned by A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc.” 

A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon promotes motorcycle awareness, education, safety, and liberty 
through community involvement and legislative action. For info: abateoforegon.net 

 
	

2018 41ST 



 SB What? AB Where? 
Want more details about a bill? Whether it’s in the 

Senate or Assembly in Sacramento go to: 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/

Sustaining ABATE Members aka V.I.P.
THANK YOU!! For the Extra Support!!!
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ABATE “Brothers & Sisters” Lost in 
2018

Phil Hohman, Local 33
Glenda Ross, Local 24

Rest In Peace, May they ride Forever Free.

Sustaining ABATE Members aka V.I.P.
THANK YOU!! For the Extra Support!!!

ABATE Local #01
Gordon Baldwin
Mike Burton
Lisa Garber & Bruce Hersch
Chad Martin
Sporty Milligan
Bob Warren

ABATE Local #02
Patti Bock
Scott & Pat Burton

ABATE Local 3/13
Chris Hodapp
Keith & Sharon Johnston
Mike & Mary Osborn 

ABATE Local #06
Bart & Wendy Perry

ABATE Local #08
Steve Howe
Tim Sr. & Yvonne Tennimon

ABATE Local #11
Dick & Sherry Beckton

ABATE Local #17
Greg & Diane Howe
Steve MacDonald

ABATE Local #19
Robert & Brianna Cuthbertson

ABATE Local #20
Robert Martin

ABATE Local #24
Mike & Linda McIntyre
Doug Silveria

ABATE Local #25
Lady Kay Deli
Lil’ David Morena
David & Becky Smart
James & Daisy Young

ABATE Local #27
Fred & Patty Cammack
Kenny & Raeann Nuttall

ABATE Local #33
Sally Broce
Robert Duvall
Douglas McIntosh
Donald Noblin
Ron Tibbetts

ABATE Local #38
Bruce & Shelley McPhetridge

ABATE Local #44/47
Thomas Bruce & Louise Towers
Hank & Kris Hallmark
Dave & Carol Hastings
Ken & Glenice Hatfield
Jeff & Nina Ozanne

Sustaining Members (VIP’s) receive a 
mailed copy of the Bailing Wire, the months 
it is printed, a yearly certificate of Apprecia-
tion, suitable for framing, their membership 
card with VIP printed on it, and their names 
printed on this list. ABATE of California ap-
preciates their extra support.

ABATE Events for 2018
You can also go to our website www.abate.org and Events 

Calendar to download available flyers.

April 8 – ABATE Local 27 – BARE Necessities Run (see flyer 
this issue)

April 14 – ABATE Local 17 – Spring Bingo Fun Run (see 
flyer this issue)

April 21 – ABATE Local 23 – Box of Love (see flyer this is-
sue)

May 5 – ABATE Local 17 – Texas Hold ‘Em (see flyer this 
issue)

May 5 – ABATE Local 38 – Cinco de Mayo Fun Run with 
their annual Ice Chest raffle being announced

May 10-13 - The 33rd annual NCOM Convention, Renais-
sance/Riverview Plaza Hotel, Mobile AL

May 19 – ABATE Board of Directors meeting - Piccadilly 
Inn, Fresno

June 3 – ABATE Local 17 – Hot Rods N Harleys Ride-In 
Bike Show and Bike Raffle Drawing (see flyer this issue)

July – ABATE Board of Directors meeting - southern Ca - 
time and date to be announced

July 21 – ABATE Local 17 – Summer Bingo Fun Run
August 25 – ABATE Local 17 – Sarah’s Scholarship Run
October 7 or 13 – ABATE Local 17 – Memorial Run & Fall 

Bingo Fun Run
October 20 – ABATE Board of Directors meeting - Picca-

dilly Inn, Fresno
December 1 – ABATE Local 17 – Holiday Party
December 2 – ABATE Local 19 – 30th Annual Toy Run
December 2 – ABATE Local 17 – Toy Run

Bike Nites:
ABATE Local 3/13 – 1st Thursday of the month (See flyer in 

this issue for details.)

If you have a date for your event, and no details or flyer yet, 
you may still submit your dates so others can pencil it in on 
their social calendar. Then submit your flyer in time for the 
Bailing Wire and to be posted on ABATE’s website.

ALL ABATE Events must have event insurance
Contact the ABATE State office for information.
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Sporty’s Rides

by Sporty Milligan
Hello All! In my last column I said I would report 

on the Patriot Guard ride I took to see Sergeant John 
D. Wise III of the Marines be placed at his final rest-
ing place at the Riverside National Cemetery.

It was an overcast day as I left my house to ride to 
the England Family Mortuary in Temecula. This was 
a sad ride because when we lose members of the mili-
tary who served, it’s sad because they have honored 
this country by their service.

When I arrived there was a pretty good group of 
riders from the various riding clubs. We were called 
over to get our riding instructions. When it was time 
we mounted up and got on the road. Apparently we 
had been given permission to block the streets and 
get a lane on the freeway all the way to the Riverside 
National Cemetery. Finally we arrived at the Cem-
etery and parked our bikes. The hearse carrying the 
remains of Sergeant Wise was brought to the area 
where the final ceremony was to be held. The mili-
tary Chaplin said nice words. There were members of 
Sergeant Wise’s Company from Camp Pendleton in 
Oceanside. The service lasted about one hour.

When the service was over I went over to the sec-
tion were they place cremation urns and visited my 
Dad and Mom, Mr. and Mrs. William Lees Milligan 
Jr. On their plaque, the inscription part reads, “We 
Will Be Together Forever”. I visited with Mom and 
Dad for about 30 minutes.

February 25th was the day for the 31st annual Polar 
Bear ride. It was chilly, but not raining. The run went 
well and we had a good day and made money for the 
ABATE Local 1 treasury. The money we raise helps 
fund our commitment for the ABATE lobbyists fund. 
I would like to thank all who attended this event. 
(Note it helps to have a clear sunny day.) Riders en-
joyed the route that we has chosen. The two main 
contributors, Big Jim’s Family restaurant and the Big 
Oaks Lodge, were happy with the results. Thanks to 
all the 33 folks who ate breakfast at Big Jim’s and 
those who ate at the Big Oaks Lodge. We had lots of 
raffle prizes and the riders were happy with getting 
some of the goodies we had to give away.

I sent out an email thanking everyone who helped 
make the run a success. They know who they are and 
I again thank you from the bottom of my heart. See 
you next year!

I had made some “Thank You” plaques for the busi-
ness members that contributed to the raffle prizes. 

And spent a day going to Bartels HD and Glendale 
HD to deliver the “Thank You” plaques. The ladies 
that I gave the plaques to were thrilled to get them.

March 3rd was the Top Rocker HOG Chapter meet-
ing. At this meeting I presented two plaques, one to 
the dealership for the bitchin raffle prizes they do-
nated. The weather was a little wet so I drove to the 
meeting in my little truck that could. After the meet-
ing I drove to Cycle Gear in Canoga Park and gave 
them a plaque for their donation of three very nifty 
raffle prizes. Also when I got a new tire for my 2002 
Sporty at CT Tire, he gave me some nice brake pads 
that Chris donated to the raffle.

Sunday March 4th I took a cold ride to the Shag-
gers’ club house. At this 9 am meeting I gave the club 
a plague for showing up and supporting the Polar 
Bear run.

I should mention that February 28th I took a ride 
to Ontario to do my job as Regional Director for Lo-
cal 19. They have their meeting the last Wednesday 
of the month at the Round Table Pizza off Mountain 
Avenue in Ontario. Like I need an excuse to do a ride.

Friday, March 10th, I had an appointment to see 
my hearing guy, Brian, at 10 am at his office in Van 
Nuys. However when I got there his office was closed. 
I made a call to his office phone to see if there was a 
reason why his office was closed. There was no rea-
son why his office was closed. (Still, at this writing, 

I have not found out why his office was closed.) So I 
called my wife, Renee, and explained what had hap-
pened and that I would be home later in the evening.

I went to Laidlaw’s HD to drop off flyer cards for 
ABATE Local 27 Bare Essentials run on April 8th. 
Got coffee and put out the flyers on the flyer table. 
Passed out some of the flyers to some of the folks 
that were there. Next stop was Pomona Valley HD. 
They’re located in Montclair. Coffee there as well 
chit chat with the salesmen, then departed to go to 
Bert’s Mega store in Azusa.

I did not feel like riding on the freeway, so I took all 
surface streets to Bert’s in Azusa. They finally have a 
flyer board located just before you go into the motor-
cycle portion of the store - makes it easier to post ride 
stuff. So my final destination via surface streets was 
Glendale HD. I went there because I could get a cup 
of decaf coffee. After the decaf I called my wife to let 
her know I was going to an AA meeting in Sylmar.

Final destination for this writing was Sunday, 
March 11th, when I drove to the Glendale HOG Chap-
ter meeting in Burbank at the Elks Lodge. It was a 
good meeting and the breakfast was reasonable. I en-
joy going to the HOG Chapter meetings.

It’s getting better riding weather so do ABATE 
events. Ok folks that’s it for this month’s Sporty’s 
Rides column. Regards, scribe Sporty.
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Donations!! – General, Lobbyist & PAC 
Funds – THANK YOU!!!!

  Donations!! – General, Lobbyist & PAC Funds – THANK YOU!
Thank you for your sacrifice, generosity, and above all, your faith 

in ABATE of California. We are proud of our long relationship with our 
California riders and we strive to serve your motorcycle needs to the best 
of our ability. Your donation will be used as you intended it to be, and we 
would like to say “Thank You” and wish you a safe ride on every road you 
travel. 
Sincerely, 
ABATE of California, Inc.

Thank you to the following:

Donations to the General Fund:
Jered Yates, Local 8

From ABATE Locals:  19

Donations to the Lobbyist Fund:
Jered Yates, Local 8
Animal, Local 17
Todd Haeckel, Local 27
Rick Mullaly, Local 33

From the ABATE Locals:  1, 2, 17, 19 & 23 

Donations to the PAC Fund:
Jered Yates, Local 8
Todd Haeckel, Local 27

Thank YOU for your contributions in helping to preserve “Freedom 
of the Road” by supporting ABATE’s paid Lobbyist and the General Fund!!! 
Thank you to our Members that renew their Memberships and those that join 
us – that too helps in preserving and fighting for Motorcyclist’s Rights!! And 
Of Course the Locals that contribute to the funds regularly and when they do 
events. THANK YOU!! It’s a team effort, so thank you for being a 
part of the ABATE Team! CINCO DE MAYO

Annual Ice Chest Fun Run
May 5th, 2018
Start location:

Coyne Powersports 2351 S 4th St
El Centro, Ca

Registrations: 8:30am to 10:00am
Donation $10.00 per person

End Location: Pentagonal Brewing 
Co.

115 N Imperial Ave Suite A Imperial, Ca

For more information
Contact: Ed 760-554-8843 or

Ken 760-352-2838

March 17 2018 Antioch CA 
Lobster Feed Dinner

Mr & Mrs James Lombardo, Jim Fra-
zier Chairman of the Transportation 
Committee, L17 Glenn Phillips and 

Cathy O’Connell



NCOM Biker Newsbytes

Continued on Next  Page
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THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS 
SERVICE is brought to you by Aid to Injured 
Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National Coalition 
of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by 
the Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. If you’ve 
been involved in any kind of accident, call us at 
1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.
com.

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MANDATORY S.O.S. EMERGENCY 
ALERT SYSTEM FOR MOTORCY-
CLES: An emergency call system for cars 
has been available for a while, such as the 
GM OnStar safety device system that sum-
mons a quick response in case of an acci-
dent. An equivalent system called “eCall” 
will soon be mandatory in Europe on all 
new cars sold after April 16, 2018.

Reasoning that motorcyclists are more 
vulnerable in a crash than car drivers, the 
European Union now wants manufacturers 
to equip all motorcycles with an S.O.S alert 
system. Since 2017, some BMW motorcy-
cles already offer the “Intelligent Emergen-
cy Call” sent automatically or manually by 
the rider to emergency responders.

Studies show that emergency crews would 
be able to get to the accident scene 40 to 50% 
faster, saving around 2,500 lives every year 
in Europe alone. Will the U.S. follow suit?

TWO WHEELS TV NETWORK SET 
TO LAUNCH: For motorcycle enthusiasts 
who can never get enough two-wheel ac-
tion on television, TwoWheelsTV.com “all 
motorcycle network” is set to launch this 
spring. Whether you’re seeking live racing 
action, or commentary from leaders within 
the industry, the new “over-the-top” (OTT) 
streaming network is dedicated entirely to 
motorcycles.

“Like Netflix for motorcycling,” accord-
ing to founder Alan Smith, Two Wheels TV 
(TWTV) will be available on an annual and 
monthly basis, and promises to deliver live 
motorcycle racing that’s streamed from all 
over the world, plus an on-demand library 
of movies, shows, race archives and other 
exclusive motorcycling programs.

The soft launch is for iOS and Android de-
vices; register at TwoWheelsTV.com. The full 
launch is expected in April, and TWTV will 
be supported by Google Chromecast, Apple 
TV, Amazon Fire and Roku.

The launch of Two Wheels TV coincides 
with a spike in the conversation about U.S. 
motorcycling, as efforts to reinvigorate the 
industry have come from the grassroots level 
(“Give a Shift” and “Plus 1”), as well as a 
new initiative from the Motorcycle Industry 
Council (“Ride”).

FLORIDA RIDERS FIGHT FOR 
STRICTER LAWS ON CRASHES IN-
VOLVING CARS: More than a hundred 
motorcyclists made their way to the Capitol 
in Tallahassee on Monday, February 12th, as 
riders with ABATE of Florida, Inc. spoke to 
legislators about some of the safety issues 
they face every single day.

The state president of ABATE, James 
“Doc” Reichenbach, told WCTV Eyewit-
ness News that their main focus is trying to 
cut down on deaths due to drivers who are 
distracted. He wants to see a bill passed that 
protects the motorcyclists on the road.

Reichenbach said the most common type of 
crash involving a car and motorcycle is from 
left hand turns. Reichenbach said he’s had 
five times more motorcyclists die recently 
from accidents involving distracted or care-
less drivers. He believes this type of accident 
should be considered manslaughter.

“We’re getting killed. We’re getting run 
over by cars and trucks and everything else 
and trying to stop that. We’re fathers, we’re 
mothers, and we have children. We’re just 
like anybody else, we just happen to ride mo-
torcycles, and we shouldn’t be an endangered 
species,” said Reichenbach, who also serves 
as Chairman of the National Coalition of Mo-
torcyclists (NCOM).

SOUTH DAKOTA “GANG BILL” OP-
POSED BY MOTORCYCLE GROUPS: 
Legislation addressing “gangs” in South Da-
kota is raising concerns among those in the 
motorcycle community, as House Bill 111 
seeks to revise certain definitions regarding 
criminal street gang activity that some rider 
groups feel could target them.

“It jumped out at me that it’s basically a 
profiling bill,” said Bryon Farmer, Chairman 
of the South Dakota Confederation of Clubs, 
who told KDLT News ”There are some good 
issues to trying to keep street gangs out of 
our communities and out of our state, that 
part I’m okay with. It’s just the broad range 
of the way the bill is written, it could be used 
against way too many good groups that are 
out there.”

Motorcycle groups like ABATE of South 
Dakota are testifying in opposition of the bill 
they say targets them as gang members. “It’s 
not just motorcyclists; it’s so broad that just 
about anybody that’s wearing similar shirts 
could be defined as a street gang,” said Dave 
Brende, President of “Those Guys” ABATE 
Chapter. “We don’t want to be lumped in as 
a street gang member, we do a lot of good for 
this community and so do all the other clubs 
and organizations.”

NEW MEXICO MRO HONORED BY 
MSF & DOT: The New Mexico Motorcycle 
Rights Organization (NMMRO) was pre-
sented an award from MSF and DOT for all 
the work they do to promote Safety Aware-
ness in the state and for providing support to 
motorcycle crash victims through their “Bik-
er Down” program.

The award was presented during the an-
nual Motorcycle Advisory Safety Program 
Committee Meeting, attended by the Motor-
cycle Safety Foundation (MSF), New Mexico 
Department of Transportation (DOT), MSF 
Rider Coaches, local dealerships and the 
University of New Mexico Traffic Research 
Unit that keeps track of crash statistics for the 
state.

Among the top topics discussed was pro-
moting basic rider and advanced rider train-
ing to enhance rider skills to all ages. “We 
have always concentrated on the campaigns 
such as Watch Out For Motorcycles which 
we will continue; but it is just as important 
that we also promote rider responsibility,” 
said Annette Torrez, NMMRO Chairperson. 
Torrez, who also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors for the National Coalition of Motor-
cyclists (NCOM) added that “With enhanced 

riding skills there are many factors that we as 
riders can be more aware of to avoid or pre-
vent a crash.”

The Motorcycle Safety Achievement Award 
states in part; “The NMMRO ceaseless ef-
forts have made significant and enduring 
contributions to the safety of motorcyclists 
in the State of New Mexico. The profession-
alism, initiative and action demonstrated by 
NMMRO has contributed to saving lives.”

NCOM CHRISTIAN UNITY REPORT: 
In a recent Christian Unity Report submitted 
by Louie Nobs, Christian Unity Liaison to the 
NCOM Board, it was reported that “Over the 
past year, Christian Unity groups in the Mid-
west, Oklahoma and Texas have been grow-
ing and having regular meetings. As the result 
of information that was given in our Region 
II CU meeting in Oklahoma last November, 
some members have pursued certifications 
through FEMA for Community Emergen-
cy Response Teams (CERT). This will help 
them get into areas in emergency situations to 
serve and assess with first responders.

“I was able to share some of my experienc-
es as a CERT member during Hurricane Har-
vey in the Houston area. Some of the tasks I 
was able to do was rescue people from flood 
waters by air boat, serve in shelters, and get 
supplies to area shelters. I would like to thank 
those on the NCOM Board of Directors and 
bikers across the country who responded to 
our call for assistance. Supplies were shipped 
to Central Harley-Davidson in Austin and 
then trucked into affected areas. Most stores 
were unable to keep simple things like res-
pirator masks, tarps and box cutters on the 
shelves in the affected areas.

“A recent turn of events regarding the Waco 
case has brought relief to 20 affected families 
in that they have had their charges dismissed. 
Some of those folks have kept in contact with 
us and have also been recipients of assistance 
from Shield of Faith. We continue to keep 
praying for justice for all the bikers who were 
involved in this debacle. The article can be 
accessed at: www.kwtx.com/content/news/
DA-to-seek-to-dismiss-charges-against-
more-than-20-Twin-Peaks-bikers-473216573.
html.

“We are looking forward to a good turnout for 
the NCOM Convention in May in Mobile, Ala-
bama. We are currently seeking out Christian 
Unity members and motorcycle ministries to as-
sist with the hospitality suite. If you are interest-
ed contact us at ncom.christianunity@gmail.com 
or call Louie at 936-443-4500.”

INJURED MOTORCYCLIST SUES AU-
TONOMOUS CAR FOR ‘NEGLIGENT 
DRIVING’: 

In the first of its kind lawsuit against an autono-
mous vehicle, a California motorcyclist has filed 
suit against General Motors, accusing one of the 
car maker’s robotic cars of “negligent driving.”

The rider was splitting lanes on a highway in 
San Francisco when a Cruise AV aborted a lane 
change maneuver in heavy traffic and swerved 
back into its original lane which was now oc-
cupied by the motorcyclist, knocking him to the 
ground in a crash that left him injured and unable 
to work, according to the lawsuit filed in U.S. 
District Court in San Francisco.

The police report on the incident blamed the 
motorcyclist, saying he shouldn’t have been pass-
ing on the right, though “lane-splitting” is al-
lowed in California. But the report also noted that 
the car’s human overseer, who was operating the 
self-driving prototype in autonomous mode, tried 



Continued from page 13
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to grab the wheel and avoid the collision, but was 
too late to prevent contact.

An attorney for the motorcycle rider claims 
the accident report actually supports his client’s 
claim in stating that the AV driver saw his client 
before the crash, but didn’t have enough time to 
grab the wheel and swerve.

This news comes on the heels of GM an-
nouncing plans to release a Level 5 autonomous 
vehicle -- without a steering wheel or pedals -- 
in 2019.

The court case could prove a landmark given 
the involvement of an autonomous car.

TEN STATES OBJECT TO EPA REDUC-
ING HARLEY-DAVIDSON EMISSIONS 
PENALTY: According to a recent report from 
Reuters news agency, ten U.S. states and the 
District of Columbia have announced they are 
challenging a decision by the Trump adminis-
tration to drop a requirement that Harley-David-
son Inc spend $3 million to reduce air pollution 
under settlement the Obama administration an-
nounced.

In 2016, the Milwaukee-based motorcycle 
manufacturer agreed to pay a $12 million civil 
fine and stop selling illegal after-market devices 
that caused its vehicles to emit too much pollu-
tion, in violation of the Clean Air Act, and was 
ordered by the EPA to spend nearly $3 million 
to instead retrofit or replace wood-burning ap-

pliances with cleaner stoves to mitigate air pol-
lution.

The Justice Department in July cited a new 
policy by U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
and an ongoing review of the penalty by a gov-
ernment auditor in proposing to drop the $3 mil-
lion penalty from the settlement. A U.S. District 
Judge must still decide whether to approve the 
revised agreement.

The Harley-Davidson settlement resolved al-
legations that Harley sold about 340,000 “super 
tuners” enabling motorcycles since 2008 to pol-
lute the air at levels greater than what the com-
pany certified. Harley-Davidson did not admit 
liability, and said previously it disagreed with 
the government, arguing that the tuners were de-
signed and sold to be used in “competition only.”

The Harley-Davidson settlement came amid 
greater scrutiny on emissions and “defeat de-
vices” by U.S. regulators after Volkswagen AG 
admitted to using illegal software to evade U.S. 
emissions standards in nearly 600,000 U.S. ve-
hicles in September 2015.

INDIA PULLS BACK ON PLAN TO EN-
FORCE APPROVED HELMETS: Police in 
India have withdrawn a rule requiring motorcy-
cle riders and passengers to wear ISI-approved 
helmets, after a week of seizing non-approved 
helmets and fining riders.

Motor Vehicle Rules in Karnataka, a state 
in southwest India, require that helmets have 
the ISI mark (that certifies acceptable levels of 

quality and crash performance). Traffic police 
officials had set the deadline of February 1st for 
all riders and pillions (passengers) to switch to 
ISI branded helmets. Now though, this deadline 
has been withdrawn.

In announcing this sudden change, the Com-
missioner of Police said in a statement; “Traffic 
policemen on duty cannot decide the standard 
of helmets by a mere physical inspection and 
hence it is unfair to penalizing bikers for wear-
ing sub-standard helmets… Each and every hel-
met we confiscate would have to be sent to the 
BIS (Bureau of Indian Standards) office and we 
could not impose a fine until we got the results.”

Many bikers who wear helmets branded with 
ECE and DOT marks, said to be better than ISI 
in terms of quality and crash performance, com-
plained that the ISI-helmet rule was unfair. Now 
that the BIS has clarified that a helmet’s qual-
ity cannot be assessed by just looking at it, the 
traffic police department of Karnataka will no 
longer check for the ISI-mark on helmets worn 
by riders and pillions of two wheelers in India.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “We are not afraid 
to entrust the American people with unpleas-
ant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and 
competitive values. For a nation that is afraid to 
let its people judge the truth and falsehood in 
an open market is a nation that is afraid of its 
people.” ~ John F. Kennedy (1917-1963), 35th 
US President
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  ApplicAtion Junior AbAte of california
New    Renew
Date:     LOCAL#
Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City:
State:    Zip Code:
Telephone #:              (with area code)
Sponsored by:     (Parent/guardian/grandparent)
Their Membership #:    (Sponsor)
Junior Membership receives patch when new  $5.00
Renewing Junior membership – renewal pin    $5.00
Junior ABATE Membership #
(Usually the same as sponsor and expires when sponsor’s membership expire)

WAnteD
Please send us pics of you and 

your scoot along with a small 
caption. Send to info@abate.
org



 Junior ABATE 
& Motorcycle 

Training 
Did you know that you can en-

roll your children in Jr ABATE 
for only $5.00 per year? By 
enrolling your children in Jr 
ABATE you can start them out 
right learning about protecting 
their rights. As an added benefit, 
when your Jr ABATE member 
gets ready to take the mandated 
Motorcycle Safety Course, Rich-
ard Lester will pay for it! And the 
course may save your child’s life! 
For details or to set your child up 
for reimbursement, contact Gill 
Mellen at gillabate3@gmail.com
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A Blast From The Past
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by Norm e. Newiger, Safety 
Officer

It’s Worth the Risk

I am truly worried about my insurance plan. I’m 
good in the sense that I pay my bill on time and know 
that I’m insured, but I don’t know is how good I’m in-
sured for. Well I kinda do, but the fine print or any of 
the other stuff that I didn’t read somewhat scares me. 
Even insurance is subjected to changes while in pol-
icy, whether it affects you or not, who really knows? 
We meet this monthly obligation because it is a pre-
requisite if you want to enjoy the roads of California. 
In simpler terms they say it is a privilege to drive or 
ride on our roads, therefore we all need to be insured 
or financially responsible.

From the bare minimum to carte blanche, it’s your 
choice, but it’s really about the money because living 
is not cheap! Who has the time to read not just your 
policy, but the law that it is controlled by? It’s a lot of 
reading and comprehension, and that is another story. 
It’s like you need a degree in insurance just to under-
stand what you’re paying for.

You, as a motorcycle rider, are at a higher medical 
risk and property loss, depending on the outcome of 
an accident you are involved in. Completely know-
ing your coverage is really important, because you 
don’t want one of the numerous nightmare scenarios 
happening to you because you thought your coverage 
was good. Here are the top three nightmares accord-
ing to me. If you’re in an accident with a noninsured 
person, then it’s your insurance alone and your in-
surance could also cover them and or their property 
as well. The next one is the bare minimum insured 
person, just enough to be legal. The last one is the 
unknown hit and run person, only known to them-
selves. You and I have to think about these things.

When you think about my three scenarios, it’s all 
about you! How do you want to be covered? You 
can’t think about what the other person’s coverage 
is because you won’t know until after the fact. In 
California the majority of drivers have the cheapest 
insurance that is legal - we’re talking approximately 
26,000,000 plus registered drivers on all the roads 
everywhere.

So, if you think you are going to get all this money 
because the person that was involved in your accident 
has insurance, think again! Cheap insurance means 
the cheapest way out for the insurance companies. 
This leads to, if you also have the cheapest insurance 
as well, start counting your pennies!

Another problem is if you have the same company 
as the person you had an accident with. This is a very 
important question you should ask your agent. They 
will not have the desire to go the distance for you as 
per another company that has no ties with one an-
other.

I have experienced both at the same time; me be-
ing cheap versus the other cheap insured driver with 
the same company. We both had the legal minimum 
requirements and it really bothered me when my at-
torney and the insurance company seemed lack lus-
tered. They knew the protocol as to how much is 
available and it was more of a procedure than a case 
where they could make real money. Even though my 
medical bill was well over a half a million dollars, 
the end payout was minimal, and I mean minimal. I 
was grateful for my insurance in the first place, but 
was dismayed on what I was awarded. At that time 
I realized the importance of my coverage. It made 
me rethink how important this really is, and to make 
changes as soon as possible.

The two biggest concerns I had were: One, protect 
myself from being underinsured and protect all that I 
own. Two, have the right to recover damages against 
me without having to go after the said such person(s) 
property or assets - that is if we couldn’t settle.

Speaking of settlement, in the three auto acci-

dents (I was not at fault!) I’ve been in, not one law-
yer wanted to go the distance (trial). It felt as though 
they knew what they were getting and didn’t want to 
waste their time. I understand that thought of theirs, 
but most of us don’t know this. It was about how 
much money they could make in the minimal time 
needed. It works for them as well as the insurance 
companies. I’m talking about the average type of ac-
cidents and not the catastrophic accidents that could 
have high payouts etc.

I would like to tell all who ride and own multiple 
vehicles to look into their insurance policy and see 
their agent and get a real understanding on where you 
stand on coverage. It’s ok to ask many questions re-
garding what you are being insured for, just remem-
ber it’s their job. If you don’t like them, then go some-
where else that will satisfy your requirements.

What I did with my agent is I went through my 
coverages and made my motorcycle my priority with 
the highest coverage allowed that I could easily af-
ford. Then I went into the cheap mode with my other 
vehicles. Yes, that’s on me, but it is only because of 
my finances and not because I’m cheap!

I have been thinking about my motorcycle cover-
age because of modern technology and what it means 
to me as a rider. Because I drive more than I ride, I 
am involved with this new technology, because not 
all of the drivers ride. It worries me because what the 
auto industry is doing is making us drivers not use 
our brains or I should say make judgement calls and 
to trust a computer to do it instead. I truly believe 
we will become lazy and disassociate ourselves from 
driving responsibilities while driving. It’s a scary 
thought because now I have to trust not only the other 
vehicles that surround me but the vehicle’s computer 
system as well!

I’ve seen the new hands-free driving commercials 
on TV. Are they quietly introducing autonomous ve-
hicles right before our eyes? I know that they need 
to test technology to get their technology right. On 
our public roads is where they have to test and up-
grade this new technology. I’m worried about lane 
splitting between autonomous vehicles. I’m worried 
how they react. Am I a threat? Will these vehicles 
become defensive? It kinda scares me to think about 
new technology because, like motorcycle safety, not 
everybody is keen to this new concept.

I know nothing is slowing down technology, so 
we’ve got to roll with the changes and hope for the 
best. That’s why I’m concerned with my insurance. Is 
it going to be us versus a computer system in court? 
Who’s to blame? The manufacture of the computer 
system or the automobile manufacture? Whose side 
is the insurance companies on? I’ve always trusted 
my gut instincts and other peoples’ as well, now 
they’re making me trust a computer! Are computers 
ever wrong? I saw Spock on a Star Trek episode prove 
that a computer can make mistakes. This was in the 
year 2325 (don’t know the year exactly) we were still 
trusting them! We are still harping on distraction as 

the new killer of people while driving and now we 
are going semi-autonomous to autonomous vehicles, 
go figure.

When I think of all these changes in the world of 
technology, are they all bent on being the first to in-
troduce their products, while the others get to learn 
from their mistakes? It’s happening faster than we 
have expected, but that’s our nature, fast, faster and 
fastest! The only way I would use an autonomous car 
is while I’m on the 405 fwy driving 5 miles per hour 
for 20 miles, or any other crappy freeway system.

People will get bored doing nothing while sitting 
in the driver’s seat, some will get lazy, others will 
be gamers and some will sleep while driving home 
because we will introduce the new non-distraction 
autonomous vehicles in the very soon future. I think 
Uber and taxis will be driverless soon after the ar-
rival of autonomous vehicles and we have to include 
public transportation to be driverless, is that scary? 
But don’t worry about these new cars, their life will 
be cut short because next will be autonomous people 
mover drones (because we will have unlimited air 
space).

I’m thinking in advance because people still want 
to get everywhere faster. On the roads the autono-
mous vehicles’ life is slower because your car won’t 
pass that person doing 22 miles an hour. That’s an-
other scenario up in the air for me, can autonomous 
vehicles pass one another? Or not freak out when be-
ing passed, especially by not one but two or more mo-
torcycles? That’s another unanswered question.

Maybe we need to focus on motorcycle safety. It 
needs to be in our forefront because nobody will 
know what kind of impact these autonomous vehicles 
will have on us riders. Well if this happens, maybe it 
will free up the roads for us riders, that’s worth the 
risk!
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Merchandise Order Form 2018 Bailing Wire
Description Item # Price  Quantity Extended 

Price 
ABATE Freedom of The Road Oval Sticker 9” x 6” 06-160 $1.55   
ABATE CA Embroidered Bear Patch 07-177 $4.00   
ABATE Emblem – Large 12” x 9” – Embroidered 07-174 $16.58   
ABATE Emblem –Medium 6” x 4” – Embroidered 07-175 $11.76   
ABATE Emblem – Small 4” x 2” - Embroidered 07-176 $3.43   
ABATE Motorcycle License frame - Top 06-180 $5.77   
ABATE of California pin (3 color Gold/ White/Blk) 07-172 $1.39   
ABATE pin (5 color Gold/White/Gray/Red/Blue) 07-173 $1.39   
ABATE Justice – PAC Patch - Embroidered 07-178 $3.43   
 
Make Check Payable & Mail to: 
 
ABATE of Ca – Merchandise 
20355 Murieta St 
Apple Valley, CA. 92307-9223  

Sub – Total $ 
 

Add 10% S/H $ 
 

Add 8% Sales Tax  

Total Amount Due  
$ 

Send Merchandise to: 
 
Name: ___________________________________ Address: ___________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________ State: __________ Zip code: __________________ 
 
Phone # ___________________________ 
Credit card users: 
 
Name on Card: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Billing Address if different than above: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________ State: __________ Zip code: __________________ 
 
Credit card # _____________________________________________________ CVC# _______________ 
 
Expiration Date: __________________________                Signature: _____________________________________ 
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Thank you to our Business Member for supporting ABATE of California Inc.
01 Bartels’ Harley-Davidson
Marina Del Rey 310/823-1112

01 CT’s Motorcycle Tires
Reseda 818/776-0051

01 Floor Works
Chatsworth 818/709-7749

01 Harley-Davidson Glendale
Glendale 818/246-5618

01 Messengers of Recovery 
S.C.V. Chapter
Sylmar 818/523-7434

01 Messengers of Recovery/San 
Fernando
Los Angeles 310/710-5262

01 Repro-Graphic Supply
Sun Valley 818/395-7296

01 Top Rocker Harley-Davidson
Canoga Park 818/999-3355

02 VFW Post 10049
Simi Valley 805/583-9722

06 ABATE Local 6
San Diego 858/566-4858

06 Booze fighters MC #3
San Diego 619/855-9981

06 Graveyard Gamblers MC
Oceanside 760/908-1451

06 Sweetwater Chapter H.O.G.
San Diego 858/566-4858

08 The Horsemen MC
Stanton 714/833-9508

13 Custom Awards & Engraving
Ventura 805/658-2139

13 Messengers of Recover/
Santa Maria
Santa Maria 805/235-0790

17 Affordable Hauling
Vacaville 707/450-8432

17 Barber Joe’s
Vacaville 707/448-6708

17 Better Living Chiropractic
Concord 925/798-6534

17 Buckhorn Bar & Grill
Dixon 707/678-5687

17 Buckhorn BBQ
Vacaville 707/452-0648

17 Bud’s Pub & Grill
Dixon 707/678-4745

17 City Towing & Transport
Vacaville 707/448-8697

17 Eagle Eye Engraving
Vacaville 707/447-4774

17 Iron Steed Harley-Davidson
Vacaville 707/455-7000

17 Judy’s Wild Wrangler Saloon
Vacaville 707/447-5541

17 Legal Shield
Winters 707/301-6127

17 Loyal Order of Moose #1967
Vacaville 707/448-1122

17 McGuire Harley-Davidson
Pacheco 925/945-6500

17 Miss Darla’s
Vacaville 707/446-4131

17 Road Trip Bar & Grill
Capay 530/796-3777

17 Stones Country Automotive
Vacaville 707/447-4312

17 Str8 Shooter Sports Bar & 
Deli
Vacaville 707/453-7878

17 TJ’s Tavern
Vacaville 765/491-5582

17 The Brass Tap
Vacaville 707/724-0643

17 The Music Box
Cottonwood 707/688-2230

17 Thunder Roads Magazine 
NorCal
Orangevale www.
thunderroadsnorcal.com

17 Vacaville Performance
Vacaville 707/451-2583

19 Industrial Supply Company
Ontario 909/923-3138

19 Pomona Valley Harley-
Davidson
Montclair 909/981-9500

20 AZRAELS MC
Costa Mesa 949/307-2519

20 Bikers For Christ & Rushing 
Wind Ministries
Oceanside 760/940-0257

20 Bill W’s Sober Pack
Stanton 714/393-8556

20 Harbor Radiator Air 
Conditioning
Costa Mesa 949/645-4810

20 Ironworkers MC #433
Whittier 562/968-4853

20 Men of Fire MC/CH 2 SoCal
Anaheim 714/273-3368

20 Pipe Trades M/C
Los Angeles 213/605-2982

20 Viet Nam Vets/Legacy Vets 
MC
Anaheim www.VNVMC-CA.com

23 Vicky’s Restaurant
San Bernardino 909/888-1171

24 Allied Linoleum & Carpet Co.
Pinedale 559/438-0177

24 Dave Christian Const Inc
Fresno 559/255-1222

24 Harley-Davidson of Fresno
Fresno 559/275-8586

24 Landstar Inway Inc
Fresno 559/271-3000

24 Leonard Storelli Welding & 
Fab
Clovis 559/940-0214

24 Mathews Harley-Davidson
Fresno 559/233-5279

24 Neighbors Tap & Cook 
House
Clovis 559/298-4020

24 Rogers Truck Sales & Service
Fresno 559/264-2891

24 Tamarack Machine Works
Sanger 559/908-9729

27 Harrison’s Koi Farm
Riverside 951/369-9998

27 The Chopper Place
Riverside 951/687-6655

33 49er Auto & Bike Repair
Grass Valley 530/272-3242

33 Freschi Construction Inc
Grass Valley 530/272-2051

44 American Cruisers MC #149
Barstow 760/646-1382

44 Aztec Riders MC
Hesperia 760/792-7535

44 Nick’s Computer Works
Barstow 760/253-4736

44 Total Control/CMSP
Victorville 800/943-5638



ABATE
MEETINGS

Orange County - Local #20-
Reg#11

Gill Mellen                2nd Tues  - 7:00 PM
2104 Continental Ave.  American Legion
Costa Mesa 92627    5646 Corporate Ave.
949/632-9787                Cypress CA 90630

San Bernardino - Local#23-
Reg#9

Ron Morris       1st Sun  9:00 AM
909/794-6563    Vicky’s Restaurant

                 502 S Waterman Ave
              San Bernardino CA 92408

 
Fresno - Local#24-Reg#6

Ed Rogers                    2nd Wed -  7:00 PM
559/264-2891                Yosemite Falls Cafe
www.abatelocal24.org  4020 N Cedar Ave.
       Fresno 93726

Sacramento - Local#25-Reg#2
Lil’ David Morena   3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
916/616-9605           Denny’s
            3520 Auburn Blvd.

            Sacramento 95821

Riverside - Local#27-Reg#9
Bob Marshall    1st Tues - 7:00 PM
I.G@ abatelocal27   American Legion
               2979 Dexter Dr.
                (in Fairmont Park)
         Riverside, CA 92501
drbobmarshall@yahoo.con

North Valley - Local #31-Reg#2
Larry James  2nd Tues - 7:00 PM
   Panighetti’s
530/893-4827  2760 Esplanade
   Chico 95973

 

Yuba City - Local#33-Reg#2
Steve Katan        1st Tues - 7:00 PM
530/749-1003      American Legion
              5477 Feather River Blvd
            Olivehurst 95961

Imperial Valley - Local#38-Reg#12
Ed Aranda      Last Thurs - 6:30 PM
Edward_A12@yahoo.com 
   La Fonda Bar & Grill
   1950 South 4th St.
               El Centro, CA 92243

Bakersfield - Local#40-Reg#6
Robert Northam   3rd Tues. 7:00 PM
Kilroy16@yahoo.com Rusty’s Pizza
               5430 Olive Dr
    Bakersfield 93308

High Desert Local 44/47-Reg 
#13

Cindy Demel      2nd Sat. 9:30 am
C.demel@        Eagles Order #4181
verizon.net       16195 Main St 
                   Hesperia 92345

Los Angeles County - Local 
#01-Reg#8

Sporty Milligan      3rd Sun - 9 AM
1616 4th St            Elks Lodge
San Fernando         101347 Commerce Ave
818/ 361-8800         Tujunga, CA 91042

Simi Valley - Local #02-Reg#7
Guy Corrigan         2nd Tues 7:30 PM
805/796-6328         VFW Post#10049
        4242 E Los Angeles Ave.  
           Simi Valley 93063
Crashman1@sbcglobal.net

Thousand Oaks/Ventura
Local#03/13-Reg#7

Chuck Pedersen  3rd Thurs - 7:00 PM
805/496-0323 Elks Lodge
Chuck Pedersen@ 158 N Conejo School
gmail.com  Thousand Oaks
   91362
 

San Diego County - Local #06 
Reg#12

Snowman                   1st Sun - 12 Noon
C/O Boozefighters M/C  Kate Sessions Park
P O Box 501946        Pacific Beach
San Diego CA 92150       92109 
619/855-9981

Orange County - Local #08-
Reg#11

Steve Howe  2nd Mon.7:30PM
PO Box 5473 American Legion #354
Buena Park, CA 90622 8071 Whitaker
562/298-6236  Buena Park
santabeard@yahoo.com   90621
    

San Diego County (North) - 
Local #11-Reg#12

Dan Buse    2nd Sun - 11 AM
buse13@att.net Escondido Moose Lodge
760/807-7294  25721 Jesmond Dene Rd
   Escondido 92026

Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Solano & Napa Counties L#17 

Region #3
Glenn Phillips 3rd Sun.- 10:00 AM
P O Box 148       Judy’s Wild
Vacaville 95696    Wrangler Saloon
707/624-6310       4826 Midway Rd.
             Vacaville CA 95688

Pomona Valley - Local #19-
Reg#8

Jeff Bassler    4th Wed - 7:00 PM
C/O 9648 Calle Vejar Round Table Pizza
Rancho Cucamonga   1020 N Mountain                  
91730              Ontario, CA 91729
909/596-9685

2018 Regional Representatives 

Region 2 (25, 31 & 33) 
Open 
Region 3 (17) 
Open 
Region 6 (24 & 40) 
Open 
Region 7 (2 & 3/13) 
Keith Johnston 818/914-1952 
Region 8 (1 & 19) 
Sporty Milligan 818/361-8800 
Region 9 (23 & 27) 
Mark Loudermilk 951/599-5234 
Region 11 (8 & 20) 
D-Man 714/833-9508 
Region 12 (6, 11 & 38) 
Dave Connors 760/208-7232 
Region 13 (44) 
Yermo Eddy 760/953-7353


